Large destroyer LE FANTASQUE prepares to come alongside the cruiser GEORGES 
LEYGUES for refuelling purposes. 
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PREFACE 


HIS short book does not claim to be a complete historical survey of 

| France's participation in World War II. It is intended primarily to acquaint 

British readers with the French warships of the period. The story of these 

ships being inseparable from that of the Navy, it was decided to include a brief 
account of the activities of the French Fleet during the war. 

The author wishes to express his grateful thanks to those who assisted him 
with the task of writing this book, especially to Jean Meirat, the well-known 
naval historian, who kindly undertook the provision of much valuable 
information and Henri le Mason the famous author of Les Flottes de Combat, 
the French Jane. 
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The French Navy at the outbreak of World War II 


In spite of her maritime interests, long coastline, wealthy colonial empire and 

ie envy it roused, France seldom paid much attention to her Navy. When she 

rience periods of Naval strength it was due to a small number of forceful, 
clear-sighted politicians. 

The: ch Navy came out of World War I greatly weakened but it was 
fortunate enough in the 1920s and 1930s, to have at its head some very dynamic 

lities, the most eminent of whom were certainly George Leygues and 
Francois Pietri. They were assisted in their task by a score of brilliant leaders 
who demonstrated a remarkable continuity of action. Names which particularly 
out are those of Admirals Violette, Durand Viel and Darlan. Their task 
Of rehabilitation was not an easy one, for as well as the indifference of the 
ple, they had to overcome British determination to achieve peace 

without vast shows of arms. 

‘After World War I, the British Government resumed its policy of trying for 
à balance of power in Europe, and did not want to see one European country 
With a stronger hold on the Continent than the others. France still saw Germany 
as a potential enemy but Great Britain was more concerned with the increasing 
maritime ambitions of Japan, and would not agree to France's demands for a 
"buffer state in the Rhineland and an increase in her Naval tonnage. Lloyd George 
believed that international co-operation within the framework of the League of 
Nations would ensure peace in Europe. Britain's attitude was maintained 
throughout the numerous disarmament conferences which took place during 
the late 1920s and early 1930s until 1936, when Hitler had made his ambitions 
obvious and Italy invaded Ethiopia. Gencral re-armament now began. 

In spite of the obstacles, however, the French Navy managed to achieve a 
degree of strength during the inter war years, which had seldom been equalled 
during its long and eventful history. The warships on strength in 1939 totalled 
175 vessels which constituted approximately 554,000 tons, divided into the 
following classifications: 


2 old battleships—COURBET and PARIS 
3 old battleships extensively refitted BRETAGNE, PROVENCE and 
LORRAINE 
2 new fast battleships—DUNKERQUE and STRASBOURG 
2 old aircraft carriers—BEARN and CDT TESTE 
7 heavy cruisers 
12 light cruisers 
32 large destroyers, rated as contre-torpilleurs 
26 destroyers, rated as rorpilleurs d'escadre 
12 light destroyers, rated as torpilleurs 
77 submarines: 


The SURCOLF, at that time the greatest submarine afloat 
first class submarines 
32. second class submarines 
6 minelaying submarines. 
Except for the five old battleships, all the vessels had received their first 
Commission after 1926 and few were more than 13 or 14 years old. In addition 
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to these warships, a large number of minor craft—sloops, minesweepers, motor 
torpedo boats, patrol boats and trawlers, etc., were requisitioned." 

This auxiliary Fleet varied in its composition from time to time. 

The Naval air arm was composed of approximately 160 carrier-borne aircraft 
and 200 land-based aircraft, as well as a maritime co-ordination unit, i.e., 
aircraft assigned to the Navy by the Air Force. 

France had taken full advantage of re-armament and in 1939 the following 
ships were under construction or had been ordered: 


4 fast 35,000-ton_battleships—RICH J, JEAN-BART, CLEMEN- 

CEAU and GASCOGNE 
2 fast aircraft carriers—JOFFRE and PAINLEVE 
3 light cruisers of the de Grasse Class 
4 large destroyers of the Mogador Class 
2 fleet destroyers 

40 submarines: 

8 first class submarines 
28 second class submarines 
4 minelaying submarines. 

These 65 ships represented an overall tonnage of 271,500 tons. Generally 
speaking French ships were of good design, well-planned and built; the large 
contemporary-designed destroyers were the swiftest and possibly the most 
powerful aficat. However, they had been designed for the Mediterranean theatre 
and because of this, like most light warships were seriously lacking in radius. 

As it was envisaged that her main opponent in any conflict would be Italy, 
who had no aircraft carriers, France had been slow in ordering two light carriers 
to replace the aged BEARN. Although another cause for the delay was that, in 
common with other seamen (except the Japanese), French sailors did not trust 
the aircraft-carrier, which they deemed a very vulnerable vessel. They were 
convinced that victory at sea could only be achieved by destroying the enemy 
forces during battle and such engagements required high calibre guns. Although 
other weapons were not neglected, most officers, particularly those of the 
Naval Staff who had a major interest in the development of the Navy as a 
fighting force, were deeply convinced that the battleship was truly the backbone 
of the Fleet. 

Thc French submarines were most useful on the surface. Although fast-diving 
and handy when submerged, they were somewhat fragile. The 1,500-1on sub- 
marines ordered as fleet escorts proved themselves too slow for the task and in 
the event the minelaying submarines were probably the ones most suited for their 
intended work. The 550mm torpedoes of the 24V type were good on linear 
trajectory but uncertain on gyro angling; the 400mm torpedoes were a total 
failure. 

Naval ordnance was generally quite satisfactory, but some armaments turned 
out to be fragile and others required delicate handling because of their complex 
mechanism. French naval engineers sometimes displayed a tendency to seek 
the boldest solutions, but as the saying goes, “striving to better, oft we mar 
what's well” 

The French Navy had developed a process to impregnate colour into shells, 
which was discharged on impact, making it easier to adjust the range when 
several ships were firing on the same target simultaneously. This invention was 
also licensed to British manufacturers 


3 At the beginning of World War II the French Navy requisitioned the following vessels 


29 auxiliary cruisers, cable ships and transports; 2 hospital ships; 66 auxiliary patrol boats; 376 A 1,500-ton destroyer rolling at sea. TLC Collection 
auxiliary minesweepers; 87 inshore minesweepers or harbour defence motor launches | á 
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Like other Navies, the French had greatly underestimated the threat of the 
aeroplane and it became necessary during the war to increase the anti-aircraft 
armament on most vessels. To this end all available equipment was used to 
improve the fire power of the Vichy-controlled Navy and this resulted in most 
heterogeneous armaments. Later on, ships which were re-assigned to duty 
received modern equipment from the Allies. 

Insofar as electromagnetic and underwater detection equipment were 
concerned, the French lagged behind the Royal Navy. Interest in radar had 
begun in 1935 and tests had been undertaken, which revealed the usefulness of 
metric waves in aircraft approach warning. A radar construction programme 
was initiated for the protection of the harbours at Brest, Cherbourg, Toulon 
and Bizerte, In April 1939 several exchanges of information took place with 
the British, but they had to be suspended due to the prevailing circumstances 
of war. However, during the German occupation of France, research on 
prototype equipment (both shore- and ship-based) was carried on clandestinely, 
in spite of difficulties, until the Fleet was scuttled in November 1942. 

In the same way the French found themselves out-distanced in the field of 
sonar research, although French scientists and engineers had participated to a 
great extent in the development of underwater detection apparatus using 
ultrasonic waves. À number of asdic units had been purchased from Great 
Britain to equip the French ASW vessels. 

Like most Navies—except perhaps that of the United States—the French 
Navy did not believe in sea-borne attacks on the coastland. Attempts of this 
kind in the past had never met with any real success, and the failure of the 
Dardanelles campaign confirmed this belief. The Americans followed a different 
doctrine: they were convinced that the failure was due to a lack of means and 
poor leadership, rather than insurmountable difficulties. The following stages 
of the war affirmed their views on this subject. 

In spite of its imperfections, the French Navy was still a workable war tool 
in 1939, Its organization was remarkable in overall principle as well as in detail. 
The communications system always operated most efficiently; even during the 
darkest hours before the final collapse the government and military command 
relied solely on the Navy to dispatch their orders. The men had been well-trained 
and morale was excellent, they trusted their leader, and their unquestioning 
faith in him in the midst of the worst hardships is surely the best token of French 
naval gallantry. 


The French Navy during World War II 


In September 1939 Britain and France believed that Italy would join forces 
with Germany. The French Navy, therefore, was given the task of conducting 
operations to protect shipping in the Bay of Biscay and the western Mediter- 
ranean. Consequently her Naval forces were divided into two groups: 

(a) A raid force based in Brest composed of the fast battleships DUNKERQUE 
and STRASBOURG, three light cruisers and eight large destroyers’ of 
the faster type. 

(b) Based in the western Mediterranean were three battleships of the older 
type, seven heavy cruisers, three light cruisers and some fifty contre 
torpilleurs and torpilleurs. 

The raid force which could achieve a speed of 30 knots, was at that time matched 
by no other force in the world. 

However, as Italy decided to remain neutral, the French as well as the Royal 

Navy gave priority to the protection of shipping from the submarines and 


* Contre torpilleurs 
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Alpine troops board a 
troop transport at 
Brest for the Narvik 
landings. 


LE. C. Armées 


Alpine troops and 
dogs en route for 
Narvik. 


[ECA 


A stranded French destroyer at Dunkirk. [ECA 


surface raiders which the Kriegsmarine deployed in all European waters. 
Between September 3, 1939 and June 25, 1940 the French alone escorted 175 
French convoys totalling 1,437 ships (seven lost) and 56 British convoys with 
a total of 2,157 ships. 


In November 1939 the Germans introduced a new and terrible weapon, the 
magnetic mine. The Allies soon learned to overcome this threat by using 
minesweepers and demagnetising the ships. The French minesweeping and 
escort vessels were re-equipped to meet this serious hazard on the open sea, and 
the French Navy was active in hunting enemy submarines and escorting valuable 
convoys. 


On November 30, 1939 Soviet troops invaded Finland, after this small but 
courageous country refused to yield to certain demands made by the USSR. 
Meanwhile, the Western Front was going through a somewhat quiet period and 
the Allies grasped the opportunity to open a Second Front. They decided to 
occupy the northern Norwegian ports and the Swedish iron-fields. Unfortunately, 
a certain hesitancy on the part of the Allies gave Germany the opportunity to 
out-manoeuvre them and she rapidly invaded Norway. The Allies did not 
give up their plans, however, and made several landings at Trondheim and 
Narvik. The armed merchant cruisers EL BIAR, EL MANSOUR, VILLE 
D'ORAN and VILLE D'ALGER landed half a brigade of alpine troops in 
Namsos but they were overwhelmed by the enemy and this Anglo-French 
expeditionary force had to re-embark. The French forces left on May 3, 1940 
and the operation resulted in the loss of the BISON, a large modern destroyer. 
In Narvik the troops led by General Bethouart captured the city and its environs, 
but it was too late to take any strategic advantage of the success, and the 
situation in France had become so desperate that the troops had to be pulled out . 


The days that followed May 10 were decisive in the outcome of the Western 
campaign. All the counter-attacks failed to stop the Panzer Divisions advancing 
towards the Channel. The only aircraft in France able to perform dive-bombing 
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T ere land-based, normally carrier-borne, bombers. These were vainly 
missions wo check the German troops’ seemingly inevitable advance towards 
Sioulogne and Dunkirk. The Panzer Divisions attacked the coastal defences 
from the rear and compelled the French Navy to engage in heavy fighting both 
desca and on land. The Navy carried supplies to the Army, supported its 
Sperations and finally participated in the evacuation of the Dunkirk bridgehead. 

ing this tragic event the Navy fought bravely but sustained heavy losses. 
Dione with the 224,000 British soldiers, 110,000 French soldiers were taken off 
the beach. Despite desperate resistance on the Somme and Aisne rivers, the 
French Front was broken, The Navy made a concerted effort to salvage all 
that was possible from the ports threaiened by the German advance. A few days 
fater the invaders closed in on Le Havre and Cherbourg, and in spite of valiant 
defence these ports were seized. A little later Brest and the other Atlantic ports 
Were to fall. All seaworthy vessels were dispatched towards Great Britain or 
North Africa. The remainder were destroyed or scuttled and the material losses 
were tremendous. . . 

France was now practically non-combatant and Italy had decided to enter 
the war on the side of the enemy, although its Naval forces were seldom in 
action. However, the remains of the French Fleet was very active! During the 
Might of June 13, an attack was launched against military and industrial targets 
in the Vado-Genoa area; on June 16, the sloop LA CURIEUSE sank an Italian 
Submarine and on June 22 LA LORRAINE and two British cruisers shelled 
Bardia in Cyrenaica. By June 25 France was defeated and signed the Armistice 

ment, but Great Britain continued with the fight. | 

Tn. spite of official guarantees and the French seamen's promises that their 
ships would never fall into enemy hands, Winston Churchill ordered the seizure 
of all French ships which had found shelter in Great Britain and the destruction 
of all remaining vessels. This resulted in tragic fighting on July 3 and 6 at 
Mers-el-Kebir; the BRETAGNE was sunk and the DUNKERQUE, 


Fast battleship STRASBOURG firing on British destroyers at Mers-El-Kebir. [ECA 


Old battleship PROVENCE provides covering fire as the fast battleship STRAS- 
BOURG slips her moorings at Mers-El-Kebir. 


MOGADOR and PROVENCE were very seriously damaged. The STRAS- 
BOURG and several destroyers managed to escape to Toulon. This regrettable 
engagement cost the French Navy more than a thousand casualities. In 
Alexandria, Lord Andrew Cunningham—one of the most famous Admirals of 
the Royal Navy—agreed on a settlement with the French Admiral commanding 
the forces stationed there, The LORRAINE, three cruisers and several smaller 
ships were disarmed, but remained under French control. But in Dakar on 
July 8 the RICHELIEU was attacked and damaged. 

The French Navy was extremely shocked by these actions which resulted in 
the major part of the Fleet being locked in Toulon harbour under cover of the 
surrounding forts; this brought the Fleet closer to the enemy who were then 
tempted into trying to seize it. Although indignant, the French refrained from 
retaliating against the British ships so as to aggravate their plight, but 
Admiral Darlan decided that any of their ships coming within 20 nautical miles 
of the Free French homeland or colonial coastlines should be attacked. On 
September 23, 24 and 25, 1940 a small French force sailing from France was 
engaged against General de Gaulle and ships of the Royal Navy off Dakar. 
This time the balance of power was more even and they suffered severe 
punishment but French losses were also heavy. 

From then until 1943, when they resumed their fight against the enemy, the 
Navy personnel who remained under Vichy command endeavoured to defend 
the Empire against all attempts to obtain control of it, in order to prevent the 
Germans from breaking the Armistice before France was ready to take up the 
fight again. As a result of this the French Navy exchanged blows with the 
British three times and once with Thai and American forces. 

Encouraged by the Japanese, Thailand made claims on several Cambodian 
provinces. Border fighting began without any formal declaration of war. In 
January 1941, a decisive operation was planned against the small but very 
modern and powerful Siamese Fleet. However on January 17, the Fleet was 
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Large destroyer L' AUDACIEUX after being damaged at Dakar by the Australian cruiser 
HMAS AUSTRALIA. 


Large battleship RICHELIEU comes under British fire at Dakar. 


taken by surprise at Koh-Chang by the small French force stationed in Indochina 
and the former was eliminated almost instantly. 

Several months later, on June 8, British and Free French forces invaded Syria 
on the pretext that the Vichy regime was about to allow German planes which 
were bound for Iraq to support a rebellion, to refuel there. Vichy troops resisted 
firmly but only a month later, and after some very rough skirmishes they agreed 
to sign an armistice with General Wavell. During this short campaign, the 
small, skilfully commanded Middle East Naval Division came out of several 
encounters with the much stronger British forces very favourably. 

In the spring of 1942, after the swift succession of Japanese victories, Great 
Britain suffered a dark period; India and Australia seemed threatened and 
Madagascar appeared as a vital position which had to be taken before the 
Japanese could get there. The operation to achieve this goal was prepared with 
great secrecy and after a heroic resistance against undoubtedly stronger forces, 
Diego Suarez fell to the British. During the fighting the Vichy Fleet lost two 
aviso: and three submarines. Later in 1942 came the large scale landings in 
North Africa but due to lack of strength the Allies could only attack Morocco 
and Algeria, neglecting Tunisia, and this was to have important consequences 
in the future. 

The Americans had, by now, acquired local support in Algeria and Morocco, 
but these partisans were unable to play a very important part in the invasion 
as they were insufficiently informed and too late for the meeting with the 
Americans. Basically the French fighters favoured the Allied cause and only 
resisted the invasion for discipline's sake; they also had the idea in the back of 
their minds that the operation might not have been sufficiently well planned, as 
had been the case in Greece and Crete, and could lead the Germans to interfere 
in North Africa—this had to be prevented at all costs. During the fighting in 
Algiers, Oran and Casablanca, the Vichy Naval forces, although inferior in 
numbers and material, were placed in difficult moral conditions, in spite of 
which they demonstrated great discipline and valour. Their losses were severe, 
one light cruiser and several destroyers and submarines being sunk. 

On November 11, General Eisenhower and Admiral Darlan, who happened 
to be in Algeria at the time, signed a truce to stop the fighting. The French forces 
joined the Allies in their struggle against the Germans, but the latter retaliated 
promptly. The Nazi forces invaded Tunisia taking advantage of the confusion 
of orders and countermands issued by Vichy HQ and the Algerian Government. 
The Germans occupied Bizerte where they seized and later scuttled several ships. 
The final conquest of Tunisia cost the French and their Allies six months of 
continual fighting. Also on November 11, the Germans, infuriated by the turn 
of events in North Africa, invaded that area of France which had remained 
unoccupied since 1940, On the 27th of that month, a Division of SS troops 
tried to capture the remains of the French Fleet in Toulon harbour, but there 
was just enough time to scuttle the ships and the invading Germans were left 
fuming and powerless at the sight of sinking and exploding vessels. About sixty 
ships—225,000 tons—were lost. 

While most of the French Naval personnel had believed its duty was to stay 
loyal to Marshal Petain, some of the seamen had answered the call of 
General de Gaulle and decided to continue the fight against the enemy. In 1940 
and 1941, the Free French Naval Force (FNFL) began increasing and by the 
end of 1940 it numbered 3,250 men; at the end of 1941 a total of 4,700 men had 
been reached. During 1940 the Force had controlled 23 warships; in 1941 they 
possessed seven ships of French origin and 11 new units given by Great Britain. 
The FNFL participated gallantly in the conflict, especially in the Channel and 
Atlantic areas. 
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Scuttled French ships in Toulon harbour. [ECA 


By June 1943, the Force had 7,600 men and 65 ships; they acted as escorts 
to a great many convoys, attacking and damaging several U-boats. The famous 
corvette ACONIT sank two submarines and the LOBELIA was credited with a 
third, Submarines of the FNFL were extremely active and sank several enemy 
merchant ships and coastal vessels. The submarine RUBIS attained fame as a 
minelayer and the JUNON accomplished several special missions along the 
enemy-occupied coast. The FNFL also took part in land fighting; on July 14, 
1940 the first battalion of the Fusiliers Marins was formed. It fought brilliantly 
in Egypt, Cyrenaica, Tunisia and later in Italy and France. However, the Free 
French Naval forces suffered heavy losses too—the corsair submarine 
SURCOUF, the corvettes ALYSSE and MIMOSA, the patrol boat VIKING, 
the subchaser 8 and the large destroyer LEOPARD were all lost. 

‘On December 24, 1942 Admiral Darlan was murdered in Algiers, and General 
Giraud took over command. At that time the French forces in Africa had only 
one objective, to fight the German occupation force. Unfortunately the French 
colonies were still divided into Giraud followers and de Gaulle partisans. 
However, May 21, 1943 saw the ships which had been blocked in Alexandria 
join the rest of the Fleet and on June 3 General Giraud and General de Gaulle 
agreed to form a French Committee for National Liberation, In July the 
Caribbean Territories made the decision to join the Algerian Government and 
the ships stationed there began taking part in the fight. The Empire had been 
Pulled together against the Axis and from then on FNFL and Vichy seamen 
fought together towards final victory. The larger ships which had survived 
headed for the United States where they underwent modernisation and refitting. 
The French Navy also received additional ships from the Allies: six destroyer 
escorts, several minesweepers and subchasers from the US Navy: six frigates, 

submarines and a number of minesweepers from the British. 

The French Navy participated in the liberation of Corsica. It was also active 
in Normandy with the cruisers GEORGES LEYGUES and MONTCALM, the 
FNFL destroyer LA COMBATTANTE, four frigates and several corvettes, 
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minesweepers, torpedo-boats and submarine chasers. Two FNFL groups of 
Fusiliers Marins were involved in the first engagements at Ouistreham. A 
battalion of these famous troops was incorporated in Leclerc’s forces and were 
present at the liberation of Paris and Strasbourg. 

On the coast of Provence, the French Navy played a major role in the Patch 
‘Army landing, which included General de Tassigny’s six divisions. Its contribu- 
tion to this operation was very important; it comprised the cruisers GLOIRE, 
GEORGE LEYGUES, MONTCALM, EMILE BERTIN, DUGUAY- 
TROUIN: the light cruisers LE FANTASTIQUE, LE MALIN, LE TERRIBLE, 
plus destroyers, sloops and a large number of other ships. The first regiment 
of Fusiliers Marins and the Naval assault group also took part in the action. 

On August 28, 1944, French troops, including the first regiment of Fusiliers 
Marins, entered Toulon after surmounting fierce resistance. During the Naval 
bombardment the French ships exchanged close-range fire with the enemy in à 
brilliant fashion, The French Fleet made a thrilling and historical entrance into 
Toulon harbour on September 13, 1944. After Marscillcs and Toulon had been 
liberated, de Lattre's army proceeded farther up the Rhóne valley to free Alsace 
and later to conquer south Germany. French ships were still supporting the 
Allied operations on the Cóte d'Azur and the Italian Riviera and a naval unit, 
known as the Flank Force, under the command of a French Admiral was 
formed to assist these operations. Its missions were to give fire support to the 
Alps Army, to protect Allied shipping in the western Mediterranean and attack 
the enemy in the Gulf of Genoa. The Force sank 18 enemy ships and destroyed 
some 400 mines with only superficial losses. 

Unable to control the Allied advance in France, the Germans decided to 
tighten their hold in the Atlantic and North Sea ports, and to block the arrival 
of supplies but they never totally achieved their objective. Even before taking 
Cherbourg, which was rapidly accomplished, the Allies had established a lifeline 
through the Normandy beaches and artificial ports. St Malo was liberated on 
August 17, 1944, followed on September 18 by Brest after a great deal of heavy 
fighting. Le Havre was opened on September 12, but almost totally destroyed 
in the process. However, the Germans held on grimly to Dunkirk, Lorient, 
La Rochelle and Royan. Several Navy units were active in the fighting which 
took place in these areas. In April 1945, Allied Command decided to take 
Royan and Pointe de Grave to clear an access to Bordeaux. The old battleship 
LORRAINE, the heavy cruiser DUQUESNE and several escort ships and 
minesweepers supported these operations from the sea. After a brilliant assault 
both these cities were taken with the assistance of gallant naval shore units. 

Meanwhile, the powerful, modernised fast battleship RICHELIEU was very 
active with the British in south-east Asia. 

The war in Europe ended on May 8, 1945 and the Navy now comprised 
350 ships (370,000 tons), compared with 240 ships (590,000 tons) in September 
1939. With the exception of a few large vessels the Fleet was now composed 
almost entirely of small ships, who nevertheless rendered great service. The 
major tasks ahead were to clear the harbours and their accesses of the innumer- 
able mines laid by the enemy; to clear the same of the many wrecks left by the 
Germans and to rebuild the almost totally-destroyed shipyards. 

In conclusion, it must be stated that the 1940 defeat drove the Navy into a 
most unenviable position, but during the events which followed, the seamen 
who had remained loyal to Vichy France alway showed great courage and a 
tremendous spirit of self-denial. It was a great relief for them to enter the war 
on the side of the FNFL, who had never ceased to fight the enemy, even during 
the darkest hours. 

All was now ready to rebuild a new and modern Navy. 
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Large destroyer MAILLE BREZE sinking at Greenock after an internal explosion in April 1940. 


OLD BATTLESHIPS 
Courbet class—2 ships 


Displacement 23,189 tons standard; 25,850 tons full load 
Dimension: 168m (oa) x 28.2m (full load) 
Machinery: 22 to 24 Belleville boilers, Parsons 4-shaft geared 
Turbines, 28,000 HP. 
Speed: 21 knots (16 knots only in 1939) 
Coal: 906 tons (normal), 2,700 tons (maximum) 
Fuel oil: 310 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 8,400/10 knots 
Protection: Main belt: 270mm (amidships), 160mm (fore and aft) 


Armament: 12—305mm (2 x 6)', 22—138mm (1 » 22), 7—75mm 
AA, 2—47mm AA guns; 4—450mm TT (submerged) 
Complement. 1,069 (Officers, 27; Men, 1,042) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1910 COURBET Lorient DY 9/10 12/9/11 13 
1910 PARIS F. Ch. dela 11/11 28/912 8/14 
Méditerranée 


Nores: First Dreadnoughts of the French Navy to be launched. 


OCEAN (ex-JEAN BART) was disarmed in 1938 for training purposes. A 
fourth Dreadnought of the same type, FRANCE, foundered in Quiberon Bay 
in August 1922. The ships were reconstructed during 1928-29; COURBET 
was transformed into a gunnery training ship and PARIS was attached to a 
signal training school. 

COURBET took part in the defence of Cherbourg, but was in Portsmouth 
when France was defeated. She was captured by the British on July 3, 1940 
(catapult operation); was later returned to the FNFL and used as a breakwater 
during the Allied invasion of Normandy. PARIS was also in Plymouth and 
taken over on the same occasion by the British; eventually she was used as a 
barracks for Polish Naval personnel. She had previously taken part in the defence 
of Le Havre where she was damaged by a bomb on June 11, 1940. She was 
returned to the French and towed to Brest on August 21, 1945. 


Bretagne class—2 ships 


Displacement: 
Dimension: 


22,189 tons standard; 23,549 tons full load 
166m (oa) x 27m » 8.90m (9.20m full load) 


Machinery: 6 Indret small tube boilers, Parsons 4-shaft geared 
turbines, 43,000 HP 
Speed: 21.4 knots 
Fuel oil: 2,600 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 7,000/10 knots 

Protection: Main belt: 240mm (amidships), 160mm (fore and aft) 
Protective decks: 30mm, 40mm and 40mm 
Forward and after turrets: 340mm. Central turret: 
400mm. Upper turrets: 290mm 
Battery: 180mm. Conning tower: 314mm 

? 1910 model, 
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Armament: 10—340mm (2 x 5), 14—138mm (1 x 14), 8—75mm 
pe AA, T3 Sinn ZA Hotchkiss heavy machine-guns 
Complement: 1,190 (Officers, 57; Men, 1,133) as Flagship 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1912 BRETAGNE Brest DY 7/12 21/4/13 9/15 
1912 PROVENCE Lorient DY 6/12 20/4/13 — 6/15 


Notes: After World War I tripod foremasts and directors were fitted. They were 
verted to partial oil-burning in 1927-30 and during 1932-35 were extensively 
ited and given additional machine-guns, improved armour protection and 

Ltube, oil-burning boilers. They could make 20 knots continuously at sea. 

Torpedo tubes were removed 1931-32. ^ . . 

"BRETAGNE blew up and capsized during action against Admiral Somerville 

at Mer-el-Kebir on July 3, 1940. 

PROVENCE during the same action was so badly damaged that she had to 
be beached in the harbour. She was brought to Toulon (November 1940) and 

scuttled there on November 27, 1942. 


Lorraine class—1 ship 


lacement 22,189 tons standard; 23,549 tons full load 
=> 166m (oa) x 27m x 8.90m (9.20m full load) 
Machinery: 6 Indret small tube boilers, Parsons 4-shaft geared 
Turbines, , P 
Speed: 21.4 knots 
Fuel oil: 2,600 tons 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 7,000/10 knots 

Protection: Main belt: 270mm (amidships), 160mm (fore and aft) 
Protective decks: 30mm, 40mm and 40mm 
Forward and after turrets: 340mm. Upper turrets: 


250mm ` 
Battery: 180mm. Conning tower: 314mm 
Armament: 8—340 (2 x 4)!, 14 138mm (1 x 14), 8—100mm AA 


(2 x 4), 837mm AA, 12—13.2 AA machine-guns 
One catapult, 2 aircraft 


‘Complement: 1,190 (Officers, 57; Men, 1,133) as Flagship 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1912 LORRAINE Penhoét 11/12 30/9/13 7/16 


Notes: LORRAINE was extensively reconstructed in 1934-35--the centre turret 
Was removed to make room for a catapult and aircraft. Vide sister ships 
BRETAGNE and PROVENCE for further details. : 

The LORRAINE, the cruisers HMS ORION and HMAS SIDNEY with a 
Screen of destroyers, shelled the Lybian coast on June 21, 1940. When France 
Signed the Armistice she was still in Alexandria Roads with the "X" Force, which 
also included the heavy cruisers DUQUESNE, TOURVILLE and SUFFREN, 
the light cruiser DUGUAY-TROUIN, the destroyers LE FORTUNE, 
BASQUE and FORBIN and the 1,500-ton submarine PROTEE. By agreement 
with Admiral Lord Andrew Cunningham, the Commander of the French Naval 
Force Vice-Admiral Godfroy disarmed the ships but they remained under 
French control. On May 30, 1943, Admiral Godfroy agreed to turn the vessels 
Over to the Algerian Government. In 1944 LORRAINE took part in the libera- 
tion of Toulon and later, in April 1945, with the DUQUESNE fired the German 
Positions at Royan and Pointe de Grave prior to the Nazi surrender. 

* 1912 model. 


21 


[ULC Coll. 


Old battleship PARIS. 


Old battleship PROVENCE. [Marius Bar 


Old battleship LORRAINE as she was rigged when she shelled the French coast in 
1945. 


FAST BATTLESHIPS 
Dunkerque class—2 ships 


Displacement: 26,500 tons standard; 33,000 tons full load 
Dimensions 214m (oa) x 31m .56m (mean) 
Machinery. 6 Indret small tube boilers, Parsons 4-shaft geared 
Turbines, 100,000 HP (trials: 136,900 HP) 
Speed: 29.5 knots (tri 31.5 knots) 


Radius in Nautical Miles 
Protection. 


500/15 knots 
225mm (at waterline), 180mm (at main 


30mm longitudinal torpedo bulkhead 
2 protective decks: 125mm and 50mm (lower) 
Main turrets and Conning tower: 335 mm 

Armament. 8—330mm (4 x 2), 16—130mm dual purpose (4 x 3, 
2 x 2), 8—37mm AA, 32—13.2 AA 


One catapult. Aircraft: 2 Loire 130 flying boats 
Complement 1,431 (Officers, 66; Men, 1.365) 
Programme — name builder laid down completed 
1931 DUNKERQUE Brest DY 4/37 
1934 STRASBOURG Penhoét 12/12/36 12/38 

St Nazaire 


Notes: These ships were modelled on the British Nelson Class. The quadruple 
turrets were finally adopted after a variety of other gun dispositions had been 
considered, this grouping had also been selected for the pre-World War I ships 
of the Normandie and Tourville Classes. The turrets were widely separated to 
localise the effect of shell fire. The bridge structure followed that of HMS 
NELSON. Quadruple turrets were also adopied later by the Royal Navy on the 
King George V Class. The DUNKERQUE was built in dry dock, but as she was 
extremely long, the forward section was constructed separately and attached to 
the hull after launching. STRASBOURG’s bridge details differed from the 
DUNKERQUE (see photos) 
In July 1940, Admiral Gensoul's French Squadron was moored in the Roads 
of Mers-el-Kebir and in accordance with the terms of the Armistice, disarmament 
of the ships was begun. The heavy vessels, ie battleships PROVENCE, 
BRETAGNE, DUNKERQUE and STRASBOURG, were anchored with their 
sterns to the pier. This position was not favourable for firing from the latter two 
ships, whose main armament was installed forward. 
During the morning of July 3, the British destroyer HMS FOXHOUND 
entered the harbour and her Captain bore a note from Vice-Admiral Sir James 
Somerville, Commander of the heavy Naval force which had been concentrated 
at Gibraltar a few days before. The force included the battle cruiser HMS 
HOOD, the battleships HMS RESOLUTION and HMS BARHAM, the 
aircraft carrier HMS ARK ROYAL, two heavy cruisers and eleven destroyers 
The note offered Admiral Gensoul the following ultimatums: 
(a) Sail with the British and continue to fight for victory against Germany and 
Ita 

(b) Sail with reduced crews under Royal Navy control to a British port. 

(c) Sail under British control to French poris in the West Indies or to the 
United States where the ships will be rmed. 


If all the terms were rejected, Admiral Somerville explained that he had orders 
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ing of the war. 


Aerial view of the fast battleship DUNKERQUE taken at 


to sink the French ships. It is not possible here to remind read i 

negotiations which followed and unfortunately did not succeed, (Urge by the 

Admiralty, the British Admiral was forced to open fire at 16.56 GMT. Just after 

the outbreak of firing the DUNKERQUE was hit as she let go her mooring lines. 

One 380mm direct hit, then three shells of the same calibre from which serious 

damage resulted, brought her to a standstill. Her guns were stopped due to lack 

of electric power, but not before she had m fire 40 rounds at HMS 

HOOD: S ae ted to the extremity of the Bay he moored in the shelter 

On July 6 the British came back to complete their task. At the beginni 
ly e, 

day torpedo planes from HMS ARK ROYAL attacked the DUNKERQUE hx 

three simultaneous waves. Many small vessels were moored alongside her to 

unload ammunition but there was no time to protect her with nets. The patrol 

oat P.18 TERRE NEUVE was hit by two torpedoes which caused the explosion 

of her depth charges, and she was torn in two. A large breach was made in the 
ship. Casualties for this encount 

amounted 91297, including 150 lied, ne tie one on July $ 
The DUNKERQUE was later refloated and repz 

oie DUN 1 repaired and on February 20, 

1942, she sailed back to Toulon where she was dismantled during the scuttling 
The STRASBOURG, under skilful command and 

E protected by the desti 's 

eus of [d Santon stronghoid, snipe the British fire. She sailed into the 

ca ived in Toulon on July 4. 
times by aircraft from HMS ARK ROYAL en she had been attacked three 


aged 
where 


Fast battleship STRASBOURG as she was in July 1940 after the Mers-El-Kebir action. 
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Richelieu class—3 ships 


Displacement: 35,000 tons standard; 47,500 tons full load 
sions: 248m (oa) x 33.10m x 9m (mean) 
6 Indret-Sural boilers, Parsons 4-shaft geared Tur- 
bines, 150,000 HP. 
Speed: 30 knots (in service RICHELIEU has reached 
32.5 knots with 179,000 SHP) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 8,500/14 knots; 6,900/20 knots; 3,400/30 knots 
Main belt: 400mm, 225mm. 


Machinery: 


Protection: 
Decks: (upper): 130mm, 170mm; (lower): 40mm. 
Main turrets: 430mm, 270mm, 170mm. Secondary 
turrets: 130mm. Conning tower: 340mm 

Armament: RICHELIEU: 8—380mm (4 x 2), 9—152mm DP 
(3 x 3), 12—100mm AA (2 x 6), 16—37mm AA 
(2 x 8),28—13.2mm AA, 10 Browning machine-guns 
JEAN BART in June 1940: 4—90mm AA (2 x 2), 
6—37mm AA (2 x 3), 13mm AA (4 x 2and I x 2). 
In November 1942: 4 380mm (4 = 1), 4—90mm AA 
Q x2) 

Complement: RICHELIEU: 1,670 (Officers, 70; Men, 1,600) 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 

1935 RICHELIEU Brest DY — 22/0/35 17/1/39 — 7/40 

1935 JEAN BART Penhoët 1/39 / See notes 

1938 CLEMENCEAU Brest DY — 17/1/39 See notes 


Notes: RICHELIEU and CLEMENCEAU were built in the dry dock at Brest. 
The incomplete hull of the CLEMENCEAU was sunk there by Allied bombers: 
it was refloated by the Germans and launched in order to clear the dock of 
wreckage. 

The RICHELIEU escaped to Dakar in June 1940 and on July 7 the British 
offered her Captain the same alternatives they had given to Admiral Gensoul at 
Mers-el-Kebir. All these terms were refused. After dark, a motor launch from the 
aircraft carrier HMS HERMES entered the harbour, slipped over the defence 
boom, crept along the port side of the battleship and dropped four 400 Ib depth 
charges under the stern. For some reason these did not explode. On July 8. at 
day-break, six torpedo planes from the HERMES attacked the RICHELIEU. 
One torpedo struck under the stern of the ship and she sank down to rest on the 
bottom of the shallow harbour. The breach was patched up but the ship was 
unable to sail. She used her guns to great advantage in warding off the combined 
British General de Gaulle forces that attempted to take Dakar in September 1940. 
During the action three of the 380mm guns were out of order for technical 
reasons. In January 1943 she sailed to the United States for repair and refit. 
Her catapults and hangar were removed and her quarterdeck, main deck and 
superstructure were studded with anti-aircraft guns. The three 380mm guns 
‘were replaced by those from the damaged JEAN BART. Her rebuilding was 
completed in August 1943 and before she sailed for North Africa her new 
armament was: 8—380mm (4 » 2), 9—152mm DP (3 x 3), 12--100mm AA 
(2 x 6), 57—40mm AA (4 x 14 and 1 x 13), 50—20mm AA. In November 

made for the Home Fleet and on March 14, 1944 for the Eastern Fleet via 
Algiers and Suez. On July 25, 1944 she took part, with British battleships, in the 
attack on the shore installations at Sabang. She sailed for France on August 25 


* 1936 model. 
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Fast battleship RICHELIEU moored in Casablanca harbour after her first mission in the Far East. [ECA 
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ablanca harbour prior to the Allied invasion. [JLC Coll. 


An aerial view of fast battleship JEAN BART anchored in Cas 


arriving in Toulon on October 1, flying a 52m-long war pennant, indicating that 
number of months away from France. From October 1944 to January 1945 she 
was refitting in Casablanca and on February 27 she sailed for a second campaign 
with the Eastern Fleet. April 4, 1945 found her joining yet another bombardment 
at Sabang and she later shelled shore installations in the Nicobar Islands, She 
sailed for Indo-China in October 1945. 

The JEAN BART was built in a Loire dock at St Nazaire but construction was 
shared by Penhoét. While still building she succeeded in escaping, in June 1940, 
before the arrival of German troops. She was in an incomplete state and no trials 
had been run, but she arrived safely in Casablanca where she remained for the 
duration of the war. Building was resumed in 1945 at Brest Navy Yard, and she 
ran her first sea trials in January 1949, During her stay in Casablanca a forward 
quadruple turret was secretly acquired by the ship’s company. As it was out of 
the question to obtain a gunnery direction system, a geodesical firing device was 
installed from which sights could be taken from three different positions, While 
she was moored at a quay she fought back against US forces using this turret 
Continuing to fight until she had been torpedoed by aircraft and hit by eight 
406mm shells fired from the battleship USS MASSACHUSETTS. Then 
completely ablaze she was forced to cease firing, and retire from combat. 


Gascogne class—3 ships 


Displacement: 35,000 tons standard, 43,000 tons full load 

Dimensions: 

Machinery: 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 

Protection: 

Armament: 8—380mm (4 x 2), 9—152mm AA (2 x 3), 16— 
100mm AA (2 = 9) 20—37mm AA (2 x 10), 
36—13.2mm AA (4 x 9) 
One catapult: two floatplanes or flying boats. 

Complement: 

Programme — name builder. laid down launched completed 

1938 GASCOGNE Penhoët and See notes 


A. Ch. de la Loire 


Notes: Three fast battleships of the Gascogne class were projected but never 
began building. In these ships the main armament disposition was to be different 
from that of their predecessors, comprising one forward 380mm quadruple turret 
and another astern. The order for the GASCOGNE had been placed with the 
builder of the JEAN BART. The other two were only authorised by April 15, 


1940. They were to have different displacement and armament. Three alternatives 
had been studied: 


(a) Displacement: 40,000 tons. Main armament: 9—380mm (3 x 3) 
(b) Displacement: 42,000 tons. Main armament: 9—406mm (3 = 3) 
(c) Displacement: 45,000 tons. Main armament: 12—380mm (4 x 3) 


The secondary armament was to be similar to that of the GASCOGNE. 


3 1935 model, 
* Of the telecommanded type. 
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CRAFT CARRIERS 
Bearn class—1 ship 


=: : 22,146 tons standard; 28,400 tons full load 
E 182.6m (oa) x 35.2m (oa) x 9.3m " 
Machinery: 12 du Temple-Normand small tube boilers, 2 Turbines 


on inner shafts (for main propulsion) totalling 
22.200 SHP and 2 sets of reciprocating engines (for 
cruising and manoeuvring only), 4 shafts, 36,200 HP 
Speed: 21.5 knots 

ius in Nautical Miles: 7/000)10 knots... 6000/15 knots. 4,500/18 knots 


ion: Side armour: 80mm, flight deck 25mm, main deck 
Ec 25mm, lower deck 60mm 
Armament: 815mm (1 x 8), 6—75mm AA, 8—37mm AA, 
cad 4—550mm TT . . 

Aircraft: 40 of the Loire Nieuport 41 or Chance Vought 
type (sce r notes) i, 

Complement: 865 (Officers, 45; Men, 

Programme _ name builder ` = laid down launched completed 


BEARN La Seyne 114 . LM a á 
i el was laid down in 1914 as a battleship of the Normandie class. 
BE took place in April 1920, construction having been suspended during 
‘World War I; she was redesigned as an aircraft carrier and conversion began at 
La Seyne in August 1923. She was finally completed in May 1927. Her flight deck 
was 180m and hangar 124m in length. The latter was connected to the deck by 
ic lifts. : i 
cak of World War Il, three dive-bomber squadrons were in 
Es AB 1 AB 2 and AB 3. They were attached to the BEARN and 
formed the FIA Flotilla. As the ship was employed in transporting aircraft 
purchased from the USA the three squadrons were never involved in shipborne 
operati 


ions. 
ABI 


as shore-based at Lanveoc-Poulnic near Brest. In September 1939 it 
nono Chance Vought dive-bombers. A month later it was transferred 
10 Cherbourg and then to Boulogne Alprech. In March 1940 it was returned to 
Lanveoc-Pouinie and directed to Hyères for training aboard the BEARN. In 
May 1940, due to the prevailing circumstances, it was again transferred to ce 
north of France, The AB 1 Squadron received orders on May 20 to destroy the 
Origny-St Benoite bridge over the Sambre and Oise rivers, which was used 
extensively by the enemy. With the surviving aircraft of squadrons ABZ and ABA: 
AB 1 flew to attack the target but was intercepted by Me 109 fighters. Six oug 5 
aircraft were shot down, but two others and three Loire Nieuport from i 
and AB 4 succeeded in destroying the bridge. One Loire Nieuport was shot down 
and the other aircraft made for Alprech. The British fighters which should have 
covered this operation, as they did the one at Berlaimont, were unable to mal a 
the rendezvous. The remaining aircraft of AB 1 also took part in the defence o! 

unkirk, but because of its heavy losses it was later disbanded. — 

AB 2 was also based at Lanveoc-Poulnic and its equipment comprised Loire 
rt 41 dive-bombers. By May 10, 1940, AB 2 was based at Berck and with 
reraft had already undertaken sorties over the Walcheren and Bevelan 
. On May 19, with AB 4 (formed only a few days previously with LN 41s) 

41921 model. 
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the squadron attacked a Panzer concentration near the Berlaimont cross-roads. 
Because of the intensive enemy flak and lack of pilot-training, losses in the two 
squadrons were very heavy. By May 22, the decimated units had regained some 
Operational strength and were directed to the south just prior to the outbreak of 
war with Italy and were based at Hyères. AB 2 performed a number of recon- 
naissance missions over the Italian coast and on June 17 protected French Naval 
Squadrons engaged in the Genoa-Vado action. On June 18, AB 2 participated 
with AB 4 in a night attack on Imperia and Novi Ligure harbours. The unit flew 
to North Africa on June 19. 

AB3 was formed on December 1, 1939 with Vought dive-bombers. It 
arrived at Berck on March 22, 1940 and was later diverted to Alprech to relieve 
AB 4 transferred to Hyères for ship-board trials. On May 10 all the aircraft were 
destroyed by enemy ground straffing. Re-equipped, the unit took off for the 
Mediterranean theaire just before the war with Italy began. One aircraft was shot 
down by Italian fighters and six others were destroyed on the ground on June 15, 
1940. 

AB 4 was a supplementary squadron, formed in May 1940, with Loire Nieuport 
41s from the Armée de l'Air, and was based at Cherbourg; it joined AB 2 at 
Berck on May 17 and took part in the Berlaimont raid. Three of the aircraft 
which had not flown on this sortie attacked the Origny-St Benoite bridge with 
AB 1. Re-equipped with only six aircraft, the squadron was then transferred to 
the Mediterranean theatre where it took part in the attack on Imperia harbour; 
it later joined the other AB Squadrons in North Africa. 

‘All the dive-bomber squadrons were disbanded after the Armistice. The 
aircraft carrier BEARN was at Fort de France, Martinique, when French resis- 
tance collapsed in June 1940 and she came under the control of the Governor of 
that island, who remained loyal to Marshal Petain. By agreement with the US 
Government (May 1, 1942) the Governor disarmed the BEARN, the light cruiser 
EMILE BERTIN which was also at Fort de France and the cruiser JEANNE 
D'ARC, which was at Guadeloupe. The Governor resigned on June 30, 1943, 
turning the island and the warships over to the Algerian Government thus making 
the vessels available for further war effort. 

The BEARN sailed to the US for a refit at this time, but because of her slow 
speed she was only employed as an aircraft transport ship. Her armament was 
modified so that it comprised 4—124mm AA (1 x 4) of US type, 24—28mm AA 
in quadruple mountings and 20 single 20mm AA Oerlikon guns. 


Joffre class—2 ships 


Displacement: 18,000 tons standard 
Dimensions; 236m (oa) x 228m (waterline) x 35m (flight deck) 
Machinery: 2-shaft geared Turbines, 120,000 HP 


Speed: 33 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Protection: Side armour of 105mm protecting engine, munition 
store and gasoline tanks 
Armament: 8—130mm AA (2 x 4), 8—37mm AA (2 x 4), 28— 


132mm AA Hotchkiss (4 x 7) machine-guns 
Aircraft: 40 (fighters 15, attack 25) 
Complement: 


Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1938 JOFFRE À Penhoët {ug 
PAINLEVE f 1939 


Notes: These two aircraft carriers were designed as the result of extensive studies 
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Aircraft carrier BEARN before her refit, [MB 


Aircraft carrier BEARN after her big refit in the US. [ULC Coll 


Line drawing of aircraft carrier JOFFRE. 


concerning this type of vessel undertaken from 1931 onwards. The designers 
selected the British system of incorporating the flight deck into the main hull and 
having two hangars. However, an effort was made to increase the size of the 
upper hangar (which was rather small on some of the British ships) by extending 
it to the port side (see diagram). The upper hangar measured 195m x 20.8m » 
5m and the lower one 79m x 15.6m x 4.4m. The 200m x 28m flight deck was 
of the new and ingenious "angled" construction, which was later to revolutionise 
the tactical use of the aircraft carrier. This was designed originally to bypass the 
starboard island by being angled towards the port side. Two lifts of "T" 
construction were to be fitted and there were nine arrester wires. 

The A.47 Programme Technique being used for these carriers called for a ship- 
borne, twin-engined torpedo and reconnaissance bomber, with a maximum speed 
of 186 mph plus and a loaded weight of between 8,820-11,025 |b. For the 
reconnaissance role it had to accommodate three crew members and carry two 
165 Ib G.2 bombs; as a torpedo bomber it had to carry a crew of two and a 
1,433 Ib torpedo, and as a level bomber, a crew of three and four 330 lb bombs, 
two 496 Ib bombs or one 992 Ib bomb. 

Two aircraft companies put forward designs: the former Dewoitine team of the 
Societé Nationale de Constructions Aeronautiques du Midi submitted the D.750 
and the Societé Nationale de Constructions Aeronautiques de l'Ouest offered thc 
C.A.0.600. Only one prototype of each was built but they were destroyed just 
before the Armistice. 

The JOFFRE which was only a quarter built when war broke out, was 
dismantled on the slipway. Before the building of JOFFRE and PAINLEVÉ 
was begun, the Naval Staff had contemplated, in 1935, the possible conversion 
of the heavy cruisers DUQUESNE and TOURVILLE into light aircraft carriers. 


SEAPLANE CARRIER 
Commandant Teste—1 ship 


Displacement: 10,000 tons standard; about 11,500 tons full load 
Dimensions: 167m (oa) x 27m (oa) x 6.93m . 
Machinery: 4 Yarrow-Loire small tube boilers (mixed firing), 
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Schneider-Zoelly 2-shaft geared Turbines, 21,000 HP 
Speed: 20.5 knots (21.77 knots maintained during the 
p trials) 
fe Fuel oil: 290 tons. Coal: 720 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 6,000/10 knots 
Protection: Side armour: 50mm 
7 Protective deck over engine and boiler spares: 30mm 
Armament: 12—100mm AA (1 x 12), 8—37mm AA guns, 12-- 
13.2mm Hotchkiss machine-guns (2 x 6) 
‘Complement: 642 (Officers, 42; Men, 600) 


name builder laid down launched completed 
COMMANDANT F. Ch. de la 5/27 12/4/29 932 
TESTE Gironde 


;; COMMANDANT TESTE carried four catapults (Penhoët 3-ton type) 
‘accommodation for 26 seaplanes in a hangar measuring 84m x 27m < 7m. 
ramp was also fitted to receive the aircraft. At the beginning of the war 
' aircraft complement of this carrier included one torpedo-carrying seaplane 
(HB 1) and one flying boat squadron (HS 1). The former was equipped 
| Latécoére 298 floatplanes and the latter with Loire-Nieuport 130s, probably 
T widely-used of all French wartime flying boats. 
"Another Laiécoére 298 squadron, the HB2 was also intended for the 
) JANT TESTE, but was never embarked as the ship was relegated 
transport duties, HB 1, HB 2 and HS 1 Squadrons were shore-based 
in! 1940. In June of that year ten seaplanes of HB 1 and three of HB 2, 
ed in North Africa, received orders to attack the Italian Navy's 7th Squadron, 
but because of very bad weather conditions only the leader of HB 1 managed to 
spot and unsuccessfully attack the second cruiser of the line 
m on August 1, 1940, 1 HT and 2 HT respectively, the two seaplane 
were later disbanded and the aircraft transferred to other squadrons. 
Latécoére 298 was a remarkable aircraft, owing to its exceptional structural 
‘sturdiness and manoeuvrability, it was employed with success as a dive-bomber 
against the advancing enemy columns. 


TESTE. 
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HEAVY CRUISERS 
Duquesne class—2 ships 


cement: 10,000 tons standard; 11,900 tons full load 
1 Dimensions: 191m (oa) x 19m x 7m 
inery: 9 Guyot boilers, 4 Rateau-Bretagne geared Turbines, 


4-shafts, 120,000 HP (DUQUESNE 131,800, 
TOURVILLE 126,900) 

Speed: 33 knots (on trials: DUQUESNE 35.3 knots, 
TOURVILLE 36.15 knots) 


Fuel oil: 1,800 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 5,000/15 knots 
Protection: Practically nil except for thin gun-shields and a 
splinter-proof Conning tower. 
Armament: 8—203mm (2 x 4)!, &—75mm AA?, 8—37mm AA, 
| 12—13.2mm AA Hotchkiss machine-guns, 6—550mm 


TT in triple mountings on the deck 
1 catapult; aircraft: 1 Loire 130 flying boat 


‘Complement: 605 (Officers, 30; Men, 575) 
| e name builder laid down launched completed 
Heavy cruiser TOURVILLE before her refit in November, 1937. [MB 1924 DUQUESNE Brest DY — 14/425 — 17/12/25 1928 


| TOURVILLE Lorient DY 30/10/24 24/8/26 — 1928 
Notes: These two ships were immobilised at Alexandria after the fall of France. 
They rejoined Allied forces on May 30, 1943 (see notes on battleship 
LORRAINE). Torpedo tubes and catapults were removed in 1943 and their 
um AA armament modernised to 8—40mm (1 x 8) and 16—20mm Oerlikon 
16 


( x 16). 
. DUQUESNE and LORRAINE fired on the German shore installations at 
Heavy cruiser TOURVILLE after her refit in the US. Fate Cell Royan and Pointe de Grave just before the Nazi surrender. 


| 1 1924 model. 
#1922 model. 


| i Algerie—1 ship 


Displacement: 10,000 tons standard; 13,900 tons full load 
Dimensions. 185.70m (oa) x. 20m x 7.10m 
inery: 8 Penhoët boilers, 4 Rateau-Bretagne geared Turbines, 
| 3-shafts, 84,000 HP 
Speed: 31 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 5,500/15 knots 
Protection: Main belt: 110mm 


Protective deck: 76mm 
Internal bulges with hull thickness of 30mm 
Total weight of armour: 2,660 tons 

Armament: 8—203mm (2 x 4), 12—100mm AA (2 x 6), 8— 
37mm AA (2 x 4), 16—13.2mm AA machine-guns, 
6—550mm TT on triple mountings on the deck 
2 catapults; aircraft: 2 Loire 130 flying boats 


Complement: 616 (729 as Flagship) 
1 1924 model. 
1931 model. 
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name builder laid down launched completed 
1 ALGERIE Brest DY 13/3/31 21/5/32 1934 
Notes: The ALGERIE sailed in October 1939 with the STRASBOURG and 
LEIX to chase the German battleship GRAF SPEE. In June 1940, as flag 
ip of the First. Squadron, she fired on the industrial shore installations of Vado- 
i She sailed with the STRASBOURG, four cruisers and five large 
destroyers on from November 5-8, 1940 to escort the battleship PROVENCE 
g from Mers-el-Kebir after temporary repairs. During January-April 
1942 she had first radar equipment and later a new device was fitted to improve 
performance. This same year the mainmast and catapult were removed and the 
aircraft disembarked. One heavy platform was built to support light AA guns 
ising 16—37mm (2 x 8), 16—13.2mm Hotchkiss (4 x 4) and four Browning 
fieavy machine-guns. She was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 


Suffren class—4 ships 


Displacement: 9,938 tons standard; 11,000 tons full load 

Dimensions: SUFFREN: 196m (o2) x 20m > 7.30m 
COLBERT: 194.20m (oa) x 19.40m x 7.30m 
FOCH: 194.20m (oa) x 19.30m x 7,50m 
DUPLEIX: 194m (oa) x 19.30m x 7.20m 

Machinery: 9 Guyot boilers, 3 Rateau-Bretagne geared Turbines, 
3 shafts, 98,300 to 101,900 HP Speed: 33 knots 
Fuel oil and coal on SUFFREN and COLBERT 
Fuel oil only on FOCH and DUPLEIX 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,000/11 knots (SUFFREN and COLBERT) with only 
2 coal boilers in function, 5,000/15 knots 

Protection: patch of thin armour over engine and boiler spaces, 
with HWT bulkheads carried up to upper deck, Fitted 
with internal bulges 
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ALGERIE before 
modernisation in 
October, 1940. 

modernisation in 


Armament: 8—203m (2 x 4}, 875mm AA (1 x 8 on SUF- 
FREN)?, 890mm AA (1 x 8 on COLBERT and 

moi FOCH)", 8—90mm AA (2 x 2 on DUPLEIX)*, 8— 
Ene 37mm AA, 12—13.2mm AAmachine-guns, 6—550mm 
1926/30 model. TT intriple mountings (12—5S0mm TT on SUFFREN) 


SUFFREN: 1 catapult; aircraft: 2. Others: 2 cata- 
pults; aircraft; 2 Loire 130 flying boats except 
SUFFREN which had 1 Loire 130 and FOCH and 
DUPLEIX which each had 2 Gourdou 811 and later 


2 Loire 130 

605 (Officers, 30; Men, 575) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1925 SUFFREN 5/26 3/5/27 1930 
1926 COLBERT Brest DY 6/27 20/4/28 1931 
1927 FOCH 6/28 24/4/29 1931 
1928 DUPLEIX 10/29 9/10/30 1932 


Notes: These beautiful ships possessed excellent steaming capabilities. 
UFFREN was at Alexandria in June 1940 and was temporarily disarmed. She 
joined the Allied Naval forces on May 30, 1943. Her light armament was 
sed during 1943-44 to 8—40mm AA, 20—20mm Oerlikon AA and 
13—13.2mm AA guns. Two TT triple mountings were removed. 
COLBERT, FOCH and DUPLEIX fired on the industrial installations of 
Yado-Genoa in June 1940. All three were scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 
Prior to this COLBERT had been fitted with radar equipment. 
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Heavy cruiser SUFFREN in 1939. 
Heavy cruiser FOCH before the war. 
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Light cruiser PRIMAUGET. 


LIGHT CRUISERS 
Duguay-Trouin class—3 ships 


Displacement: 7,249 tons standard; 9,350 tons full load 
ions : 181.30m (oa) x 17.50m x 6.14m (6.30m full load) 
‘Machinery: 8 Guyot boilers, 4 Parsons geared Turbines, 4 shafts, 
102,000 HP 


Speed: 33 knots 
Fucl oil: 500 tons normal, 1,500 tons maximum 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 4,500/15 knots, 1,290/30 knots. 3,000/20 knots. 
900/33 knots 


Protection: Practically nil, except for thin gun shields, splinter- 
proof Conning tower and double-armoured dec! 
Armament: 8—155mm (2 x 4)!, 4—75mm AA, 4—13.2mm AA, 


12—550mm TT in four triple mountings on the deck 
1 catapult; aircraft: 1 or 2 flying boats (Loire 130) 


‘Complement: 578 (Officers, 27; Men, 551) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder — down launched pleted 


DUGUAY TROUIN Brest DY 4/8/22 14/8/23 10/9/26 
1922 LAMOTTE-PICQUET Lorient DY 17/8/23 21/324 1/10/26 
PRIMAUGUET Brest DY 17/1/23 21/5/24 1/9/26 


Notes: DUGUAY TROUIN vas in Alexandria harbour when France fell and 
was disarmed. She rejoined the Allied forces on May 30, 1943. Torpedo tubes and 
catapults were removed in 1945 and light armament increased to 6—40mm AA 
and 20—20mm Oerlikon AA guns. She also took part in the Allied invasion of 
Provence and later joined the Flank Force. 

LAMOTTE-PICQUET was part of the French Squadron based in Indo-China 
which remained loyal to the Vichy government after the fall of France. She took 
part in the battle of Koh-Chang on January 17, 1941 and was lost in US bombard- 
‘ment from Task Force 38 in Saigon on January 12, 1945. 

‘The PRIMAUGUET was at Casablanca when the Allies invaded North 
Africa in November 1942. She resisted, but was disabled and forced to beach 
on November 8, 1942. 


1 1921 model. 
* 1922 model. 


La Tour D'Auvergne (ex Pluton)—1 ship 


Displacement: 4,773 tons standard 
sions: 152.5m (oa) x 15.60m x 6.70m 
ry: 4 small tube boilers, 2 Breguet geared Turbines, 2 
shafts, 57,000 HP 
Speed: 30 knots 


Fuel oil: 1,200 tons 
in Nautical Miles: 
rotection: Nil 
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Armament: 4—138mm (1 x 4), 4—75mm AA’, 2—37mm AA, 
12—13.2mm AA, fitted as minelayer 
Complement: 397 (Officers, 16; Men, 381) 


3 [927 model, 


21922 model. 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
2: LA TOUR Lorient DY 4/28 10/4/20 — 4/31 
D'AUVERGNE 


Notes: LA TOUR D'AUVERGNE was renamed and refitted for service in 1939 
as an additional sea-going training vessel for midshipmen. She was lost as the 
result of an internal explosion while at Casablanca on September 18, 1939. 


Light cruiser LA TOUR D'AUVERGNE (ex-PLUTON). 


Jeanne D'Arc—1 ship 


6,496 tons standard 

170m (oa) « 17.50m x 6.30m 

4 Penhoët boilers, Parsons geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 

32,500 HP. 

Speed: 25 knots 

Fuel oil: 1,400 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 5,000/14.5 knots 

Protection: Protection deck and light plating to gunhouses and 
Conning tower 


Displacement 
Dimensions: 
Machinery: 


Armament: 8—155mm (2 x 4), 4—75mm_AA*, 4—37mm AA, 
12—13.2mm AA, 2—550mm TT (1 2 
Aircraft: 1 flying boat, without catapult 

Complement. SOS. As schoolship could accommodate 156 midship- 


men and 20 instructional officers in addition to 


ordinary complement 
? 1921 model. 


* 1922 model. 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1927 JEANNE D'ARC Penho& 1928 14/2/30 — 9/31 
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Light cruiser JEANNE D'ARC in 1939. 


Light cruiser JEANNE D'ARC after her refit in 1945. 


Notes: The JEANNE D'ARC was in Martinique in June 1940 and was therefore 
immobilised and disarmed in accordance with the agreement signed by Admiral 
Robert, Governor of Martinique, on May 1, 1942 (see aircraft carrier BEARN). 
On June 3, 1943 the Governor changed his mind and turned the country over to 
the Algerian Government, thus making the JEANNE D'ARC available, after 
refitting, to the Allies, The torpedo tubes were removed during this refit and the 
light armament modernised and increased by 6—40mm AA and 20—20mm AA 
guns. She took part in the operations off Corsica and was later incorporated in 
the Flank Force which shelled enemy positions along the Italian Riviera. 


Emile Bertin—1 ship 


Displacement: 5,886 tons standard 

Dimensions. 177m (oa) x 15.84m x 5.44m 

Machinery: 6 Penhoét boilers, Parsons geared Turbines, 4 shafts, 
102,000 HP 


Speed: 34 knots (39.8 knots on trials) 
Fuel oil: 1,800 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 6,000/15 knots 

Protection: Protective decks 


Armament: 9—152mm (3 x 3)',4—90mm AA (2 x 2)?,8—37mm 
AA, 8—13.2mm AA, 6--550mm TT in triple mount- 
ings on the deck. Rigged to minelaying 
1 catapult; aircraft: 2 flying boats (Loire 130) 

Complement. 567 (Officers, 36; Men, 531) 

Programme name builder — laid down launched completed 

1930 EMILE BERTIN Penhoët 8/31 9/5/33 1934 


Notes: The EMILE BERTIN was in Martinique in June 1940; was immobilised 
and disarmed (see aircraft carrier BEARN) and rejoined the Allies in 1943. 
Her torpedo tubes and catapult were removed and AA armament increased 
during a refit in 1944-5. The new AA armament was 8—90mm (2 x 3, 1 x 2), 
16—40mm and 20—20mm Oerlikon guns. She took part in the liberation of the 
south of France and was later assigned to the Flank Force. 


3 1930 model. 
+ 1926/30 model. 


Light cruiser EMILE BERTIN after the liberation of Toulon, with new increased 
armament. [MB 
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La Galissonniére class—6 ships 


7,600 tons standard; 9,120 tons full load 

179m (oa), 17.48m x 5.28m 

4 Indret small tube boilers, 2 Rateau-Bretagne or 
Parsons geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 81,000 HP 
Speed: 31 knots (all reached 35 knots), sea speed: 
about 30 knots Fuel oil: 1,500 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 5,440/15 knots. —4,850/18 knots. 3,900/21 knots. 
3,380/24 knots. 1,680/34 knots 


Displacement: 
Dimension: 
Machinery: 


Protection: Main belt: 75 to 120mm 
Protective deck: 50mm 
Turrets: 130mm (faces), 75mm (sides) 
Armament: 9—152mm (3 x 3), &—90mm AA (2 x 4f, 8— 
13.2mm AA, 4—550mm TT (2 x 2) on the deck 
1 catapult mounted on after turret; aircraft: 2 (Loire 
130 flying boats) 
Complement: 540 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 


1931 LA GALISSONNIÈRE Brest DY 27/10/31 17/11/33 31/12/35 
JEAN DE VIENNE Lorient DY 12/31 31/5/35 15/4/37 


GLOIRE F.Ch.dela 1933 28/9/35 412/37 
Gironde 
MARSEILLAISE A.Ch.dela 1933 17/7/35 25/10/37 
1932 Loire 
MONTCALM F.Ch.dela 1933 26/10/35 4/12/37 


Mediterranée 
GEORGES LEYGUES Penhoët 1933 24/3/36 4/12/37 


Notes: By and large the design of these fine cruisers was a remarkable success 
for French Naval designers. Their sea-going characteristics were very good and 
the artillery was excellent. After June 1940, light AA armament was increased in 
certain ships to 2—37mm (2 x 1), 2—25mm (2 x 1), 12—13.2mm Hotchkiss and 
4 Browning heavy machine-guns. 

LA GALISSONNIERE, JEAN DE VIENNE and MARSEILLAISE were 
scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. The two former ships were refloated 
by the Italians and renamed FR.12 and FR.11 but were later seized by the 
Germans and finally sunk by Allied bombardment. 

The three others left Toulon on September 9, 1940, to pass with three large 
destroyers through the Straits of Gibraltar on September 11; they proceeded to 

blanca for refuelling and then sailed at full speed for Dakar the following 
day. The cruisers left Dakar on September 18, intending to go south, but were 
intercepted by British Naval forces. GLOIRE consented to return to Casablanca 
because she had engine trouble but MONTCALM and GEORGE LEYGUES 
escaped to Dakar and defended the port against the unsuccessful attempt made 
by the British and General de Gaulle to take over the colony on September 23-25, 
1940. Dakar joined the Allies on November 23, 1943. GEORGE LEYGUES 
ted a German surface raider near the Equator; she sank the vessel and 

took 90 prisoners. The three cruisers arrived in Philadelphia in February 1943 
for overhaul and refit in preparation for future fighting. During this refit the 
aircraft hangars and catapults were removed; radar equipment installed and 


£1930 model, 
* 1926/30 model. 
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Light cruiser GEORGES LEYGUES in 1940. [M8 


Light cruiser GEORGES LEYGUES after liberation of Toulon, with new light AA 
armament installed in the US. [ECA 


GEORGES LEYGUES. 


49 


À "Loire 130" flying boat on the catapult mounted on afier turret of the light cruiser 


[JLC Coll. 


light AA armament increased to 24—40mm (4 x 4,2 x 4) and 16—20mm guns. 


During a further refit in 1945 a special radar mast was installed abaft the forward 
tripod. 


GEORGE LEYGUES and MONTCALM fired at shore installations on 
Omaha beach during the invasion of Normandy. Later with GLOIRE, 
DUGUAY TROUIN, EMILE BERTIN and other ships they participated in the 


landings in the south of France, and eventually joined in the Flank Force 
operations. 


De Grasse class—3 ships 


Displacement: 8,000 tons standard 

Dimensions: 180.70m (oa) x 18,40m x 5.54m 

Machinery: Indret boilers, Rateau-Bretagne geared Turbines, 2 
shafts, 120,000 HP 
Speed: 33 knots 

Radius in Nautical Miles. 

Protection: No details available 

Armament: As designed: 9--152mm (3 x 3). 890mm AA 


—37mm AA, 4—550mm TT (2 x 2) on the 


ee 
Complement: As designed: 580 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
1937 DE GRASSE Lorient DY 11/38 11/9/46 See notes 

(CHATEAU RENAULT F. Ch. de la 
1938 Mediterranée 

GUICHEN F. Ch. de la 

Gironde 


Notes: Construction of the DE GRASSE was suspended during the German 
occupation, but was resumed in 1946 and she was launched. Building stopped 
again pending study of new AA armament and radar equipment. Building was 
again resumed on January 9, 1951 and she was completed in Brest dockyard as 
an anti-aircraft cruiser and commissioned on September 3, 1956. 

The construction of the other two cruisers of this class was not started. 


+ 1930 model. 
? 1926/30 model. 


ARGE DESTROYERS 
(Rated as Contre Torpilleurs) 
Chacal class—6 ships 


Displacement: 2,126 tons standard; 2,700-2,500 tons norma 
3,050 tons full load 
126.78m (oa) x 11.40m x 
ment) 

5 Du Temple small tube boilers, 2 Rateau-Bretagne or 
Breguet geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 50,000 HP. 
Speed: 35.5 knots 
Fuel oil: 530 tons 
3,000/13 knots. 
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Dimensions 4.10m (normal displace- 


Machinery: 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 1,000/28 knots. 600/34 knots 


Large destroyer 


TIGRE as she was 
just before the 


start of the war. 
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Armament: As designed: 5—130mm (1 x 5), 2—75mm AA 
(1 x 2)*, 6—550mm TT (3 x 2), 4 DCT, 2 racks 
In September 1939: 4—130mm (1 = 4), 8—13.2mm 


AA, 6—550mm TT (3 x 2), 4 DCT, 2 racks 


Complement: 195 (Officers, 8; Men, 187) 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
JAGUAR _ Lorient DY 1922 6/11/23 26 
PANTHERE Lorient DY 1922 28/10/24 1926 

1922 LEOPARD Ch. delaLoire 1923 29/9/24 1927 
LYNX Ch. de la Loire 1923 25/2/25 1927 
CHACAL Penhoët 1923 27/9/24 1926 
TIGRE Ch. de Bretagne 1923 2/824 — 1926 


Notes: In the spring of 1940 a projected conversion in armament was made to 
these ships (100mm guns) so that they could provide anti-aircraft protection for 
the battle squadrons. 

JAGUAR was torpedoed by the German MTBs S.21 and S.23 on May 23, 1940 
and CHACAL was sunk by aircraft fire off Cap d’Alprecht during the Dunkirk 
operations on May 24, 1940. 

The LEOPARD was in Portsmouth on July 3, 1940 and was taken over by the 
British Navy, She was returned to the FNFL on August 31, 1940, and her AA 
protection was increased with one 102mm and several other light guns. During 
the following winter LEOPARD took part in convoy escort duties in the North 
Atlantic. She was disarmed in June 1941. To compensate her lack of radius, the 
first boiler was removed and a fuel tank installed in its place. The 102mm AA gun 
and the fore funnel were removed; anti-aircraft armament was further increased 
to 2—40mm, 7—20mm, 2—13.2mm and 4 machine-guns. She was recommissioned 
in March 1942. In company with HM ships SPEY and PELICAN she sank the 
German submarine U.136 on July 21, 1942. On May 27, 1943 she had to beach 
near Tobruk after being badly damaged. 

PANTHERE and LYNX were scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. On 
March 23, 1943, PANTHERE was towed by the Italians to La Spezzia as FR.22 
and scuttled in this port on September 9, 1943. 

TIGRE was disarmed at Toulon in 1940. She was captured almost intact 
before she could be scuttled and incorporated into the Italian Navy under the 
designation FR.23. On October 23, 1943 she was returned to the French Navy. 
After being recommissioned she was damaged on April 20, 1944 by the explosion 
of flying-bombs and badly shaken while escorting a convoy to Corsica. She was 
refitted during 1944-45 and as her sister ship LEOPARD, had the fore boiler 
and corresponding funnel removed and a fuel tank added. One torpedo mounting 
was also removed and her AA armament was modified to 2—40mm and 10— 
20mm guns. 


1 1924 model. 
? 1922 model. 


Guepard class—6 ships 


Displacement: 2,436 tons standard; 2,700 tons normal; 3,200 tons 


full load 
Dimension: 130.20m (oa) x 11.76m x 7.68m 
Machinery: 4 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons or Zoelly geared 


Turbines, 2 shafts, 64,000 HP. 

Speed: 35.5 knots (on trials: BISON 40.06 knots, 
GUEPARD 38.4 knots, LION 40.0 knots) 

Fuel oil: 580 tons 
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Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,800, 3,000—14 knots: 750—maximum speed 


‘Armament: S—|38mm' (1 x 5), 4—37mm AA (1 x 4), 4— 
13.2mm AA (2 x 2), 6—550mm TT (3 x 2), 4 DCT, 
2 racks 
Complement: 230 (Officers, 10; Men: 220) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
BISON Lorient DY 327 29/10/28 _ 10/30 
1925 GUEPARD Lorient DY 3/27 194/28 8/29 
LION A.Ch.deFrance 7/27 5/8/29 1/31 
VAUBAN  A.Ch.deFrance 3/29 1/2/30 — 1/31 
1926 VERDUN Ch.delaLoire — 8/27 4/7/28 4/30 
VALMY Penhoët 5/27 19/5/28 — 1/30 


Notes: The BISON was sunk by air attack on May 3, 1940 while escorting a 
convoy of troop carriers transporting men evacuated from Namsos, Norway. 

The VALMY, in company with two British destroyers sank the German 
submarine U.55 on January 30, 1940. : à 

The GUEPARD and VALMY engaged British Naval forces during the Syrian 
campaign and damaged the destroyer HMS JANUS. 

All except BISON were scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. LION and 
VALMY were refloated by the Italians and under the designations FR.21 and 
FR.24 joined their Fleet. They were towed to Italian ports but were not officially 
recommissioned and were eventually scuttled. 


1 1924 model. 


Large destroyer GUEPARD as she was in 1941. 
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Large destroyer VALMY anchored in the port of Beirut during the short Syrian campaign. 
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Aigle class—6 ships 


Displacement. 2,441 tons standard; 2,660 tons normal; 3,140 tons 
full load 

Dimensions: 128.50m (oa) x 11.84m x 497m. | MILAN and 
EPERVIER 129.30m x 11.84m x 4.97m 

Machinery: 4 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons or Rateau-Bretagne 


geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 64,000 HP MILAN and 
EPERVIER developed a major power: 68,000 HP 
Speed: 36 knots (all had exceeded largely this speed) 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,500, 2,700/14 knots; 700, 800/maximum_speed—in 
war condition. MILAN and EPERVIER had a 
slightly larger radius 

Armament: 5—138mm! (1 x 5),4—37mm AA (1 x 4),4—13.2mm 
AA (2 x 2), 6—550mm TT (3 x 2), 2 racks and 4 
DCT (EPERVIER and MILAN) 


Complement: 230 (Officers, 10; Men, 220) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
AIGLE A. Ch. de France 10/28 2/2] 9/32 
VAUTOUR F. Ch. dela 2/29 12/31 
Mediterranée 
1927 ALBATROS Ch. de la Loire 1/29 27/6/30 12/31 
GERFAUT A. Ch. de 5/29 14/6/30 1/32 
Bretagne 
MILAN Lorient DY 434 
EPERVIER Lorient DY 434 


November 27, 1942. 

The MILAN was at Casablanca when the Allies invaded North Africa. She 
got underway to attack but was subjected to severe shelling from US Task Force 
34, hit by a 406mm shell and had to be beached on November 9, 1942. 

The EPERVIER was attacked off Oran by the British cruiser HMS AURORA 
and badly damaged; she also had to be beached on November 9, 1942. 

The ALBATROS was slightly damaged by an Italian shell during the Genoa 
bombardment on June 14, 1940 and was later seriously damaged in resisting the 
US landings at Casablanca. She had to be beached but was refloated a month 
later and was towed to Toulon after the war to be converted into a gunnery 
training ship. 

À 1927 model. 


Vauquelin class—6 ships 


Displacement: 2,441 tons standard; 2,660 tons normal; 3,140 tons 
full load 

Dimensions: 129.30m (oa) x 11.84m x 4.97m 

Machinery: 4 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons or Rateau-Bretagne 


geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 64,000 HP 
Speed: 36 knots (all largely exceeded 38 knots) 
Fuel oil: 585 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,500, 2,800/14 knots; 700, 800/34 knots (in war 
condition) 
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Aerial view of the large destroyer ALBATROS sailing off Casablanca in January 1941. 


Large destroyer VAUQUELIN in 1939. [MB 
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Armament: 5—1|38mm' (1 x 5), 4—37mm AA (1 x 4) 4— 
13.2mm AA (2 x 2), 7—550mm TT (3 x 1, 2 x 2), 
4 DCT, 2 racks. Mines (50) could be embarked 
Complement: 230 (Officers, 10; Men, 220) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
VAUQUELIN A.Ch.deFrance 3/30 20/3/31 7/33 
KERSAINT A.Ch.delaLoire 10/30 — 14/11/31 11/33 
CASSARD A. Ch. de 4/30 — 8/11/31 7/33 
1928- Bretagne. 

1929 | TARTU, A.Ch.delaLoire 9/30 12/32 
MAILLÉ BREZÉ Penhoët 10/30 2/33 
CHEVALIER F. Ch. de la 10/31 

PAUL Mediterranée 


Notes: The VAUQUELIN, KERSAINT, CASSARD and TARTU were 
scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 

The MAILLÉ BREZÉ torpedoed herself and sank as a result of the explosion 
and ensuing fire while on the River Clyde on April 30, 1940. Her central torpedo 
mounting was trained fore and aft when one of the tubes was accidentally fired, 
The torpedo hit the bridge, wrecked the entire forward section of the vessel and 
set the fuel ablaze. 

The CHEVALIER PAUL was torpedoed and sunk by a British aircraft off 
the Syrian coast on June 16, 1941 while she was going to the aid of the small 
Vichy French Naval Division during the Syrian campaign. 

The anti-aircraft armament of this class was augmented in 1940. 

1 1927 model. 


Le Fantasque class—6 ships 


Displacement: 2,569 tons standard; 2,724/2,800 tons normal; 
3,300/3,400 tons full load 

Dimensions; 132.40m (oa) x 12.35m x Sm 

Machinery: 4 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons or Rateau-Bretagne 


geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 81,400 HP 
Speed: 37 knots (all had exceeded 40 knots) 
Fuel oil: 580 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 3,000/14 knots. — 2000/25 knots. — 1,300/32 knots. 
700/37 knots 

Armament: As designed: 5—138mm! (1 x 5), 4—37mm AA 
(2 x 2),4—13.2mm AA, 9—550mm TT (3 = 3), 2 racks 
Eventually mines (50) 


Complement: 210 (Officers, 13; Men, 197) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder. launched pleted 
(LE FANTASQUE Lorient DY 15/3/34 3/36 
L'AUDACIEUX Lorient DY 15/34 1 


LE MALIN F. Ch. de la 
1930 Mediterranée 
LE TERRIBLE A. Ch. de la Loire 1 
LE TRIOMPHANT A. Ch. de France 8/3 
L'INDOMPTABLE _ F. Ch. de la 2/3: 
Mediterranée 


17/8/33 11/3 
31 30/11/33 10/35 
1 16/4/34 5/36 
33 9/36 


31929 model. 
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Large destroyer LE FANTASQUE after modernisation in the US. 


Large destroyer LE TERRIBLE as she was just before the war. [MB 


Large destroyer LE TERRIBLE after big refit in the US. After modernisation, rated as 
light cruiser, she took part in the operations in Eastern Mediterranean in 1944-1945. 


[ULC Coll, 


Notes: At the outbreak of hostilities these very fine ships were attached with 
VOLTA and MOGADOR to the Force de Raid and took part in several sorties 
in the North Atlantic and off the African coast in search of the German battleship 
GRAF SPEE. During one of these trips, LE FANTASQUE and LE TERRIBLE 
captured the German cargo ship SANTA-FE. Even more spectacular was a raid 
accomplished by the 8 DCT (L'INDOMPTABLE, LE MALIN and LE 
TRIOMPHANT) in the Skagerrak at the beginning of the Norwegian campaign. 

On September 9, 1940, LE FANTASQUE, LE MALIN and L'AUDACIEUX 
sailed with Force "Y" and proceeded to Dakar. During the action with British 
and General de Gaulle's forces, L'AUDACIEUX was set on fire and so badly 
damaged on September 23, 1940 by the cruiser HMAS AUSTRALIA that she 
had to be beached. She was later refloated and taken to Bizerte for repairs but 
was unfortunately sunk during the Tunisian campaign. 

L'INDOMPTABLE was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 

LE MALIN was seriously damaged during the US operations at Casablanca. 

LE FANTASQUE and LE TERRIBLE left Dakar for New York in February 
1943 and then proceeded to Boston for overhaul and refit. LE MALIN joined 
them later. In the refitting the three ships were given radar equipment and a 
powerful new AA armament of 8—40mm (2 x 4) and 10—20mm guns but the 
after platform of torpedo tubes was removed. After this modernisation they 
were rated as light cruisers. Their activity in the Mediterranean was memorable 
until the end of the war; as due to their high speed, Allied Command chose 
them for several raids, especially in the Aegean Sea. 

LE TRIOMPHANT was in Portsmouth in June 1940 and was captured on 
July 3 by the British; she joined the FNFL on August 28, 1940. Her armament 
was increased with a British 102mm gun, two pom-poms and ten heavy machine- 
guns. Later, for political reasons she sailed to the Pacific where she remained 
until April 1941. In December 1943 she was caught in a heavy storm but reached 
the US where from April 1944 to March 1945 she underwent the same refit as 
her sister ships. 


Mogador class—6 ships 

Displacement: 2,884 tons standard; 3,500/3,600 tons normal; 
4:018 tons full load 

137.50m (oa) x 12.67m x 6.57m 

4 Indret small tube boilers, 4 Rateau-Bretagne geared 

Turbines, 2 shafts, 92,000 HP 

Speed: 39 knots (trials: 43 knots) 

Fuel oil: 710 tons 


Dimension: 
Machinery 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 


Complement: 


Pro- 

gramme name 

1936 J MOGADOR 
VOLTA 

1938 [KLEBER 
DESAIX 

1938 f MARCEAU 
4HOCHE 


3,000/20 knots 

8—138mm' (2 x 4), 6—37mm AA (2 2) 4— 
13.2mm AA, 10—550mm TT (3 x 2, 2 x 2), 2 racks 
264 in wartime (Officers, 15; Men, 249) 


builder. laid down launched completed 
Lorient DY 12/34 9/637 11/38 

A. Ch. de Bretagne 12/34 26/11/36 — 11/38 

A. Ch. de France 

A. Ch. de France 

A. Ch. de Bretagne 

A. Ch. de Bretagne. 


` 1934 model in pseudo turrets. 
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Large destroyer VOLTA in 1938. [ILC Coll. 


Large destroyer VOLTA as she was rigged in 1941, with AA armament increased, 
[MB 


Notes: These magnificent ships were the epitome of the French contre rorpilleur 
at the outbreak of war, but their main artillery was fragile due to its complexity. 

The MOGADOR was disabled in the Mers-el-Kebir action when she was hit 
astern by a 380mm shell. Depth charges exploded and destroyed a quarter of the 
ship, but after temporary repairs she was towed to Toulon and reconstructed. 
Her after turret was not replaced but the AA armament was increased by 
8—37mm (2 = 4) guns of the latest model. Anti-aircraft armament of the 
VOLTA was also increased in 1941 to 2—37mm and 2—25mm plus eight heavy 
Browning or Hotchkiss machine-guns. 

The VOLTA and MOGADOR were scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 
The other ships of this class were never begun. It had been suggested that their 
radius be enlarged and the armament modified because of the fragility of the 
artillery on the two existing vessels. 


DESTROYERS 


(Rated as Torpilleurs d’ Escadre) 
Bourrasque class—12 ships 


1,319 tons standard; 1,500 tons normal; 1,800/2,000 
tons full load 
Dimensions: 105.77m (oa) x 9.64m x 4m or 4.30m 
Machinery: 3 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons, Rateau-Bretagne or 
Zoelly geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 31,000 HP 
Speed: 33 knots (28-29 knots in war condition) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 1,500/15 knots in war condition 
Armament: As designed: 4—130mm (1 x 1), 1—75mm AA* 
(later 2—37mm AA), 2 or 4 machine guns, 6—550mm 
TT (3 x 2), 2 DCT and 2 racks 


Displacement: 


Complement: 138 (Officers, 7; Men, 131) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
BOURRASQUE A. Ch. de France 5/8/25. 1926 
CYCLONE F. Ch. de la 24/1/25 1927 
Mediterranée 
MISTRAL F. Ch. de la 6/6/25 1927 
Mediterranée 
ORAGE Ch. Navals Français 30/824 12/26 
1922 J OURAGAN Ch. Navals Français (April 6/12/24 1/27 
SIMOUN Penhoët 1923 3/624 1/26 
SIROCO Penhoét 3/10/25 5/27 
TEMPÊTE Dubigeon 22/2/25 7/26 
TORNADE Dyle et Bacalan 13/3/25 1928 
TRAMONTANE F. Ch. de la Gironde 29/11/24 1927 
TROMBE F. Ch. de la Gironde 29/12/25 1927 
TYPHON F. Ch. de la Gironde 22/5/24 1928 


Notes: Armament of these destroyers was drastically modified during the war. 
Their third 130mm gun was removed at the beginning of hostilities and before 


? 1919 model. 
+ 1922 model. 
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1942 a number had received one 25mm AA gun and two heavy machine-guns 
wning or Hotchkiss), The ships of the 7th Division, based in Bizerte in 1942, 
retained their original main armament but TORNADE had two torpedo tubes 
and TRAMONTANE one triple mounting fitted. From 1943, ships based in the 
UK and North Africa received radar and asdic systems. Their AA armament 
was also modified to 1—40mm and 8 or 10—20mm Oerlikon guns. The 
SIMOUN also had her torpedo tubes removed; she received 80 depih charges. 
SIMOUN rammed and sunk the German submarine U.54 on February 23, 


1940. 

SIROCO vainly attacked U.49 on November 20, 1939. 

‘The Class suffered heavy losses. 

Eb BOURRASQUE and SIROCO were sunk during the battle of 
Dunkirk. 

To prevent her falling into enemy hands, CYCLONE was scuttled at Brest on 
June 18, 1940, where she was repairing, after she had been torpedoed by the 
German MTB S.24 in the Channel during the Dunkirk fighting. 

TRAMONTANE and TORNADE were disabled by British action at Oran on 
November 8, 1942. 

TYPHON scuttled herself after sinking the US sloop HARTLAND during 
an engagement with several ships at Oran. 

TROMBE was scuttled at Toulon, towed to Italy as FR.31 and then given 
back to the French at Bizerte on October 28, 1943. She was hit and seriously 
damaged off Cannes by an Italian MTB on April 16, 1945. 

MISTRAL and OURAGAN were in British ports in 1940, and were taken 
over on July 3. The former was manned by a Royal Navy unit until 1944 and 
was re-armed with British guns because of the lack of French ammunition. Her 
mew armament was 4—102mm (1 x 4), 1—76mm AA, 3—20mm AA and she 
retained one triple mounting torpedo tube. OURAGAN was handed over to the 
Polish Navy and later manned by the FNFL. 


L'Adroit class—14 ships 


Displacement: 1,378 tons standard; 1,500 tons normal; 1,800-2,000 
tons full load 

Dimensions: 107.20m (oa) x 9.80m * 4m (D = 1,500 tons) 

Machinery: 3 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons, Rateau-Bretagne or 


Zoelly geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 33,000-34,000 HP 
Speed: 33 knots (28-29 knots in war condition) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 1,500/15 knots in war condition 
Armament: As designed: 4—130mm (1 x 4)', 1—75mm AA* (later 
2—3Imm AA), machine guns, 6—550mm TT (3 < 2), 
2—DCT and 2 racks 


Complement: 138 (Officers, 7; Men, 131) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
L'ADROIT A. Ch. de France 1/4/27 — 1929 
L'ALCYON F, Ch. de la Gironde 26/6/26 1929 
1924 J LE FORTUNÉ Ch. Navas de Caen (1925 15/11/26 1928 
LE MARS Ch. Navals de Caen 28/8/26 1928 
LA PALME Dubigeon 30/6/26 1928 
LA RAILLEUSE Dubigeon 9/9/26 — 1928 
11924 model. 
* 192? model. 
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Pi 


Large destroyer LE FORTUNE in 1945. 
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( BASQUE Ch. Sisne Maritime 


7 1930 

1925 J BORDELAIS F. Ch. de la Gironde 1926 1930 

] BOULONNAIS Ch. Navals Français 1928 

|, BRESTOIS Dyle et Bacalan J 1928 

{ FORBIN F. Ch. de la 1930 
Mediterranée | 

1927 FOUDROYANT Dyle et Bacalan 71927 1930 

FOUGUEUX A. Ch. de Bretagne 1930 

|, FRONDEUR Ch. Navals Francais J 1931 


Notes: For alterations to the armament of these ships, see notes on the Bour- 
rasque Class. 


This class also suffered heavy losses. 

LA PALME, LE MARS and LE BORDELAIS were scuttled at Toulon. 

L'ADROIT and LE FOUDROYANT were sunk during the battle of Dunkirk. 

BOULONNAIS and FOUGUEUX were sunk by gunfire off Casablanca on 
November 8, 1942. BRESTOIS and FRONDEUR suffered heavy damages in 
the same fighting and later capsized in the harbour. 


LA RAILLEUSE was destroyed by an internal explosion at Casablanca on 
March 27, 1940. 


Le Hardi class—12 ships 


Displacement: 1,772 tons standard; 1,936 tons normal; 2,417 tons 
full load 

Dimensions. 117.20m x 11.10m x 4.20m (full load) 

Machinery: 


4 Sural-Penhoét boilers, 2 Parsons or Rateau- 
Bretagne geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 58,000 HP 
Speed: 37 knots 

Fuel oil: 470 tons 

As designed: 2,760/20 knots, 1,100/30 knots, 790/ 
36 knots (but less in war conditions) 


Radius in Nautical Miles 


Large destroyer LE HARDI in 1942. 


[MB 
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Armament: As designed: 6—130mm! (2 « 3), 2—37mm AA* 
(2 x 1), 4-13.2mm AA, 7—550mm TT (3 x 1, 


2 x 2), 1 rack 2 1930 model, 

Complement: 187 (Officers, 10; Men, 176) * 1925 model. 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 

LE HARDI A. Ch. dela Loire 20/5/36 4/5/36 — 6/40 

FOUDROYANT F. Ch. de la 18/8/36 28/7/38 6/40 
1935 (ex FLEURET) — Mediterranée 

L'ADROIT F. Ch. de la Gironde 15/10/36 26/10/38 6/40 

(ex L'EPÉE) 

MAMELUCK A. Ch. dela Loire — 1/1/37 — 18/2/29 6/40 

CASQUE F. Ch. de la 30/11/36 2/11/38 6/40 
1936 Mediterranée 

LE CYCLONE _ F. Ch. de la Gironde 17/12/36 20/5/39 6/40 

(ex 

LANSQUENET) 

SIROCO F. Ch. de la 31/3/38 14/11/39 6/40 

(ex Mediterranée 
1937 J LE CORSAIRE) 

BISON F. Ch. de la 11/3/38 14/12/39 6/40 

(ex LE Mediterranée 

FLIBUSTIER) 

L'INTREPIDE F. Ch. de la 


E Mediterranée 

1938 L'OPINIÂTRE _ F. Ch. de la Gironde 

LE TEMERAIRE F. Ch. de la 
Mediterranée 

1939  L'AVENTURIER F. Ch. de la Gironde 


Notes: These were very fine ships but their main artillery was fragile. When they 
were commissioned, their AA armament was increased and comprised, for 
example on LE HARDI: 2—37mm (2 x 1) of the semi-automatic 1933 model, 
2—25mm (1 x 2), 8—13.2mm (2 x 4) Hotchkiss and five light machine-guns. 

LE HARDI took part in the Dakar fighting. The ships in service were 
scuttled at Toulon, but the Italians refloated them immediately afterwards 
and a number were impressed into their Fleet. LE HARDI, renamed FR.37, was 
towed to Genoa on September 7, 1943, where she was captured by the Germans 
after the collapse of Italy. She was finally scuttled in this port on April 24, 1945. 

LE FOUDROYANT, renamed FR.36, was also captured by the Germans and 
in August 1944 she was sunk to block the southern end of Toulon harbour. 

L'ADROIT (FR.33) was also captured and broken up. 

MAMELUCK and CASQUE were also broken up after salvage. 

LE CYCLONE (ex-LANSQUENET) was towed to Imperia as FR.34 on 
August 31, 1943, where she was seized by the Kriegsmarine and named TA.34. 
She was scuttled at Genoa just as the city was liberated and although salvaged 
and towed to Toulon. She was later scrapped. 

SIROCO (FR.32) was also towed to Genoa. She was later utilised by the 
enemy to block the western approach to the port. 

The incomplete BISON became FR.35 in the Italian Fleet. In September 1943 
she was seized by the Germans and converted into a smoke-making platform for 
use in Toulon, The hull was later torpedoed by a U-boat on June 28, 1944. 

The Germans captured the unfinished hulls of TEMERAIRE and 
L'INTREPIDE but construction of the two ships was later abandoned. 
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Large destroyer MAMELUCK in 1942, 
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| LIGHT DESTROYERS 
| 610 tons, La Melpomene 


Displacement: 610 tons standard; 900 tons full load 
4 di Dimensions: 80.70m (oa) x 7.96m x 3.07m (mean) 
LN t ‘Machinery: 2 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons or Rateau-Bretagne 
b 


geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 22,000 HP 
Speed: 34.5 knots (trials: 36.5 knots) 
Fuel oil: 170 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 1,500/20 knots, 700/34.5 knots (theoretical) 
1,000/20 knots, 625/25 knots (in war condition) 


Armament: 2—100mm! (1 x 2), 4—13.2mm AA (2 x 2), 2— 
550mm TT 
‘Complement: 105 (Officers, 5; Men, 100) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme _name builder down launched pleted 
LA MELPOMENE At. Ch. de Bretagne 12/33 24/1/35 
€ li 31/3/31 J LA PUDE E AL Ch. de Bretagne 3/ nn Des 
x » ) LA POMONI A. Ch. de la Loire 11/33 25/1/ 
Light destroyer L'IPHIGENIE. (Me L'IPHIGENIE A. Ch. de la Loire 12/33 18/4/35 
LA BAYONNAISE Ch. Maritimes du 10/34 28/1/36 
S.0. 
10/7/31 J LA CORDELIÈRE Normand 1934 9/9/36 


| L'INCOMPRISE A.Ch.delaSeine 1934 14/4/36 
Mme. 
LA POURSUIVANTE A. Ch. de France — 1934 — 4/8/36 


BOMBARDE A. Ch. de la Loire 2/35 23/3/36 
BRANLEBAS Normand 1934 12/4/37 
31/3/32 4 BOUCLIER A. Ch. de la Seine 1934 — 9/8/37 
Light destroyer LA POURSUIVANTE. Se 
= BALISTE A. Ch. de France 1934 17/3/37 


Notes: These small destroyers were extremely manoeuvrable but lacked stability 
| and had bad sea-going characteristics, which was probably the cause of 
| BRANLEBAS going down on December 14, 1940, 25 miles off the Eddystone 
| lighthouse, manned by a British crew. She had been captured the preceding 

July 3 by the Royal Navy while in a British port with her sister ships 

BOUCLIER, LA FLORE, LA MELPOMENE, LA CORDELIERE and 

L'INCOMPRISE. These ships had formerly gained fame at Dunkirk. The 

FNEL used LA MELPOMENE for a while but she too was manned by a British 

crew from 1942-44. During this time she was joined by the four other 610-ton 

ships at Hartlepool. They had not previously seen any service. The five ships 
co" to Cherbourg in 1945 and remained there until they were scrapped 

in 1950. 

The fate of the remaining six ships was more tragic. 

LA BOMBARDE, LA POMONE and L'IPHIGENIE were captured by the 
ltalians at Bizerte, towed to Italy and recommissioned under the designations 
FR.4l, FR.42 and FR.43. On April 15, 1943 they were transferred to the 

n Navy and again renamed TA.9, TA.10 and TA.11 respectively. Their 
armament was modified; torpedo tubes were removed and the AA armament 
;d to comprise 2—37mm and 14—20mm guns. 


11930 model. 
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The TA.11 was sunk at Piombino on September 10, 1943 just as the Italians 
surrendered. 

The TA.9 was destroyed at Toulon during an Allied bombardment on 
August 23, 1944. 

The TÀ.10 which had sailed to the Aegean Sea was scuttled after an encounter 
with the British destroyer HMS ECLIPSE. 

LA BAYONNAISE, BALISTE and LA POURSUIVANTE were scuttled at 
Toulon. The first two were rapidly salvaged by the Italians and renamed FR.44 
and FR.45. They were later used by the Germans under the designations TA.43 
and TA.12. The TA.43, which remained in Toulon was scuttled in July 1943 just 
as the city was liberated by the French. The TA.12 was destroyed by HMS 
ECLIPSE off Rhodes on August 22, 1943. 


Le Fier 

Displacement 1,010 tons standard; 1,377 tons full load 

Dimensions: 95m (oa) x 9.40m x 3.25m (light) 

Machinery. 3 small tube boilers, 2 Parsons or Rateau-Brelagne 


geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 28,000 HP 
4 knots 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament. 8—37mm AA (2 x 4), 


4—550mm TT (2 x 2), 2 DCT 


Complement 136 (Officers, 7; Men, 129) 

Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
LE FIER A.Ch.deBretagne 17/1/39 12/3/40 
1937 J LAGILE A.Ch.deBretagne 26/4/39 23/5/40 

L'ENTREPRENANT A. Ch. de la Loire 26/1/39 25/5/40 

[LE FAROUCHE A: Ch. de la Loire 11/4/39 

L'ALSACIEN “Ch.deBretagne 11/4/39 | See 
1938 4 LE BRETON Ch.deBretagne 1/40 notes 


LE CORSE 

LE TUNISIEN 

LE NORMAND 
1938b LE PARISIEN h. de la Loire 

LE PROVENCAL h. de la Loire 

LE SAINTONGEAIS A.Ch.de Bretagne 


. Ch. dela Loire 1/40 
. Ch. de la Loire 

. Ch. de la Loire 
-CI 
. CI 


>>>P>P>>> 


LE NIÇOIS F. Ch. de la 
1938c Mediterranée 
LLE SAVOYARD F. Ch. de la 
Mediterranée 


Notes: The main artillery in these destroyers was to be of the dual-purpose type 
and concentrated in the stern, with the light AA armament grouped forward. 
In June 1940, LE FIER, L'ENTREPRENANT and L'AGILE were being 
completed afloat so that they could be towed to a free port, but they were bombed 
by the enemy; LE FIER was forced to beach near Oleron Island, and the others 
at the entrance of the Gironde river. Their hulls were only slightly damaged and 
by order of the Germans they were brought back to Nantes and construction 
was resumed, as were the others left in the harbour. They were renamed as follows: 
TA.1 (ex-LE FIER) TA.4 (ex-L'ENTREPRENANT) 


? 1030 model. 
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Light destroyer BALISTE. 


TA.2 (exL'AGILE) TA.S (ex-LE FAROUCHE) 
TA.3 (ex-L'ALSACIEN) TA.6 (ex-LE CORSE) 

TAA, TA.5 and TA.6 were launched later but none of these six ships was 
ever completed. They were scuttled by the enemy at Nantes when the city was 
liberated. Under the German flag their armament was to have comprised 
3—105mm (1 x 3) astern, 2—37mm and 9—20mm AA guns. 


CORSAIR SUBMARINE 
Surcouf—1 ship 


Displacement. 3,304 tons (on surface); 4,218 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions: 110m x 9m x 9.07m 
Machinery: 2 Sulzer Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 7,600 HP 


(on surface), 3,400 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 18 knois (on surface), 8.5 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 10,000/10 knots, 6,800/13.8 knots (on surface) 
70/4.5 knots (submerged) 
Armament: 2—203mm (2 x 1)', 2—37mm AA, 4 machine-guns, 
6—550mm TT and 4—400mm TT 
Carried a scout seaplane (Besson MB.411 type) 


Complement 118 (Officers, 8; Men, 110) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1926 SURCOUF Cherbourg DY 12/27 18/1029 5/34 


Notes: At the outbreak of war SURCOUF was the heaviest submarine in the 
world, representing an experimental type not likely to be repeated. She was 
designed as a Corsair submarine and carried the heaviest guns allowed to 
submarines under the Washington Treaty. 

In June 1940 she escaped from Brest, where she was refitting, to get to a British 
port. She was captured by the British in June 1940 but was later turned over to 
the ENFL. After a difficult refit, far from a French Naval base, she carried out 
patrols in the North Atlantic. She also participated in the seizure of St Pierre 
and Miquelon with General de Gaulle's forces. The SURCOUF collided with 
the US merchant ship THOMSON LYKES in the Gulf of Mexico on February 
18, 1942 and subsequently sank. 

it was regrettable that she did not, as was anticipated, reach the Pacific theatre 
where her powerful armament would certainly have been most effective. 


+ 1924 C. model. 
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Corsair submarine SURCOUF, which at the outbreak of hostilities in 1939, was the 
heaviest submarine in the world. 


Conning tower of SURCOUF with a Besson MB.411 observation seaplane being 
stowed aboard, [ECA 


First class submarine REQUIN. [WLC Coll. 


First class submarine SOUFFLEUR and CAIMAN anchored at Beirut on June 28, 1941 
during Syrian campaign. The SOUFFLEUR was torpedoed the next day. [JLC Coll. 


FIRST CLASS SUBMARINES 
Requin class—9 ships 


Displacement: 974 tons (on surface); 1.441 tons (submerged) 

Dimension: 78.25m x 6.84m x 5.10m 

Machinery: 2 Sulzer or Schneider Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 
shafts, 2,900 HP (on surface), 1,800HP (submerged) 
Speed: 15 knots (on surface), 9 knots (submerged) 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 5,650/10 knots (on surface), 105/5 knots (submerged) 

‘Armament: 1—100mm', 2 AA machine-guns, 10—550mm TT 
(4 bow and 2 stern submerged; 4 above water, rcvolv- 
ing in pairs before and abaft conning tower) 


Complement: 54 (Officers, 4; Men, 50) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
EQUIN Cherbourg DY 19/7/24 1926 
SOUFFLEUR Cherbourg DY 1933 1/10/24 1926 
1922 MORSE Cherbourg DY 1923 11/11/25 1927 
NARVAL Cherbourg DY 1923 9/5/25 1926 
MARSOUIN Brest DY 1923 27/12/24 1926 
DAUPHIN Toulon DY 1923 2/4/25 1927 
CAIMAN Cherbourg DY 1927 3/3/27 1927 
30/6/1923 4 PHOQUE Brest DY 1927 16/326 — 1927 
ESPADON Toulon DY 1927 28/5/26 1927 


Notes: All the ships of this Class were modernised, including a complete refit of 
hull and machinery, between 1935-37. 

CAÏMAN and MARSOUIN escaped from Algiers in November 1942 and 
sailed to Toulon where CAIMAN was scuttled while her sister ship succeeded 
in gaining North Africa, 

REQUIN, DAUPHIN, PHOQUE and ESPADON vere seized at Bizerte on 
December 8. 1942 (see War Losses section pp. 161-2 for their later fate). 

MORSE struck a mine and sank off Sfax on June 10, 1940. 

SOUFFLEUR was sunk by a British submarine on June 29, 1941 during the 
short Syrian campaign. 

NARVAL was on patrol in the Mediterranean on July 1, 1940, when Naval 
Staff ordered all French vessels to return home to the Free Zone port. Her 
Commanding Officer refused to do this and sailed to Malta, where she was 
incorporated in the FNFL. She was eventually sunk by a mine off Tunisia on 
December 15, 1940. 

? 1925 model. 


Redoutable class—29 ships 


Displacement. 1,570 tons (on surfacc): 2,084 tons (submerged) 

Dimensions: 92.30m x 820m x 4.70m 

Machinery: 2 Sulzer or Schneider Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 
Shafts, 6,000 HP (on surface), 1,000 HP (submerged). 

The submarines of the 1928-29 programme had 

7,200 HP on surface and those of the last programme 

8,600 HP, 2 shafts 

Speed: 17 to 20 knots (on surface), 10 knots (sub- 

merged) 
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Radius in Nautical Miles: 10,000/10 knots, 4,000/17 knots (on surface) 
100/5 knots (submerged) 


Armament: 1—100mm', 2—13.2mm AA, 9—550mm TT and 
2—400mm TT 
Complement: 61 (Officers, 4; Men, 57) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
1924 REDOUTABLE Cherbourg DY — 1925 19/7/28 1931 
VENGEUR Cherbourg DY — 1925 1/9/28 1931 
PASCAL Brest DY 1925 19/7/28 1931 
PASTEUR Brest DY 1925 19/7/28 1932 
ARCHIMEDE CNF, Caen 1927 6/9/30 1932 
1925 MONGE F. Ch. de la 1927 25/6/29 1932 
Mediterranée 
FRESNEL Penhoët 1927 8/6/29 1931 
H. POINCARE Lorient DY 1925 10/4/29 1931 
PONCELET Lorient DY 1925 10/4/29 1932 
ACHILLE Brest DY 1927 28/5/30 1932 
AJAX Brest DY 1927 28/5/30 1933 
1926 ACTEON A.Ch.delaLoire 1927 10/4/29 1931 
ACHÉRON A.Ch. dela Loire 1927 6/8/29 1931 
ARGO. Dubigeon 
PROTÉE F. Ch. de la 1928 31/7/30 1932 
1927 Mediterranée 
PEGASE A.Ch.delaLoire 1928 28/7/30 1932 
PERSEE CNF Caen 1928 23/5/34 1933 
L'ESPOIR. Cherbourg DY 1929 18/7/31 1932 
LE GLORIEUX Cherbourg DY — 1929 29/11/31 1933 
LE CENTAURE Brest DY 1929 14/10/32 1934 
1928-294 LE HEROS Brest DY 1929 14/10/32 1934 
LE CONQUERANT A.Ch.delaLoire 1930 26/6/34 1935 
LE TONNANT F. Ch. de la 1930 15/12/34 1935 
Mediterranée 
AGOSTA Cherbourg DY — 1930 1935 
SFAX A.Ch.delaLoire 1931 | 1935 
1930 CASABIANCA A.Ch.delaLoire 1931 2/2/35 — 1935 
BEVEZIERS Cherbourg DY — 1931 14/10/35 1936 
OUESSANT Cherbourg DY — 1931 30/11/36 1937 
SIDI FERRUCH Cherbourg DY — 1931 9/7/37 1939 


Notes: Of this Class PROMETHEE was lost during trials on July 8, 1932 and 
PHENIX was lost in Indo-Chinese waters on June 15, 1939. 

VENGEUR, REDOUTABLE, PASCAL, H. POINCARÉ, ACHÉRON, 
L'ESPOIR and FRESNEL were scuttled at Toulon on 27 November, 1942. 

AGOSTA, OUESSANT, ACHILLE and PASTEUR were scuttled while 
being repaired in Brest, when the enemy entered the port. 

PERSÉE and AJAX were sunk by the British at the time of the Dakar cam- 
paign, the former from gunfire on September 23, 1940 and the latter by HMS 
FORTUNE. 

PONCELET captured the 5,900-ton German cargo ship CHEMNITZ on 
September 28, 1939; she was severely damaged by HMS MILFORD HAVEN off 
Port Gentil (Gabon) on November 8, 1940 during General de Gaulle's attempt 
to take over French Equatorial Africa. She was scuttled, her gallant Commanding 

? 1925 model. 
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[JLC Coll. 


First class submarine ARCHIMEDE in Philadelphia in January, 1944. 


Officer going down with the ship, 

HEROS was destroyed by aircraft from HM Ships ILLUSTRIOUS, MONGE 
and ACTIVE during the British campaign against Madagascar on May 7-8, 1942. 

LE CONQUERANT was sunk off Villa Cisneros by US Catalina flying boats, 
and SIDI FERRUCH was sunk by US aircraft off Casablanca during the Allied 
invasion of November 1942. During the same operation ACTEON was sunk by 
eo and FRESNEL escaped to Toulon only to be scuttled a few 

lays later. 

LE TONNANT escaped from Casablanca during the Allied attack. She was 
later scuttled by her crew off Cadiz, where she had been sheltering to repair her 
damage and await fresh orders. 

SFAX was torpedoed by U.37 off Cap Juby on December 19, 1940. 

PROTÉE was immobilised at Alexandria after the fall of France, but she 
joined the Algerian Government's Naval forces in 1943 and was sunk off 
Marseilles in December 1943 (cause unknown). 

BEVEZIERS torpedocd and so badly damaged the battleship HMS 
RESOLUTION at Dakar that she almost sank. The submarine was sunk at 
Diego Suarez in May 1942 and never repaired. 

CASABLANCA played a glorious part in the liberation of Corsica. She sank 
the German patrol boat UJ.6076 on December 22, 1943, badly damaged the 
Italian cargo ship CHISONE on December 28, 1943 and later the German 
vessel UJ.6078. 

LE GLORIEUX survived a battle with the British in Courrier Bay in May 1942 
and fled to Toulon. She escaped before the Germans captured the port and 
joined the Algerian Government's Naval forces. 

PEGASE had been uncommissioned in Indo-China since 1940, and was 
eventually scrapped there. 


Roland Morillot class—8 ships 


Displacement: 1,810 tons (on surface); 2,417 tons (submerged) 

Dimensions: 102.50m x 8.32m » 4.58m 

Machinery: 2 Sulzer Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 12,000 HP 
(on surface), 2,300 HP (submerged) 


Speed: 22 knots (on surface), 9.5 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 10,000/10 knots (on surface) 


Armament: 1—100mm!, 2—13.2mm AA (2 x 1), 10—550mm TT 
Complement: 70 (Officers, 5; Men, 65) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
1934 ROLAND MORILLOT Cherbourg 1/37 
193] LA PRAYA Cherbourg 3/38 
1938 LA MARTINIQUE Cherbourg 9/38 
19386 f LA GUADELOUPE Dubigeon 6/40 

LA REUNION Cherbourg 6/40 

Q.228 Dubigeon 
1/4/40 4 Q229 Dubigeon 

|. Q.230 Dubigeon 


Notes: ROLAND MORILLOT was scuttled at Cherbourg on June 19, 1940— 
the day before she was due to be launched. 

LA PRAYA and LA MARTINIQUE were burnt out on the adjoining slipway 
the same day. 


* 1936 model. 
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SECOND CLASS SUBMARINES 
600 tons (Schneider-Laubeuf type)—4 ships 


lacement: 615 tons (on surface); 776 tons (submerged) 

Prenons: 62.48m x 5.40m x 3.90m . 

‘Machinery: 2 Schneider Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 
1,250 HP (on surface), 1.000 HP (submerged) 

Speed: 14 knots (on See js pier Cere 
ius ir utical Miles: 3,500/7.5 knots (on surface), nots (submerge: 
dana ums 2 AA machine-guns, 7—550mm TT (3 

bow, 2 astern, 1 double revolving mounting) 


Complement: 41 (Officers, 3; Men, 38) 
builder laid down launched completed 
ee CIRCE Schneider 2/23 29/10/25 1929 
1922 CALYPSO Schneider — 2/23 15/1/26 1929 
THÉTIS Schneider — 7/23 30/627 1929 
DORIS Schneider — 7/23 25/1/27 1930 


Notes: The DORIS was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U.9 off 
the Netherlands coast on May 9, 1940. | 

CIRCE and CALYPSO were seized at Bizerte on December 8, 1942. The 
former was scuttled by the enemy on May 6, 1943 and the latter was sunk by 
Allied bombs on January 30, 1943. 

The THETIS was scuitled at Toulon. 


? 1928 model. 


Second class submarine THETIS. [MB 
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600 tons (Loire-Simonot type)—3 ships 


Displacement 609 tons (on surface); 757 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions: 64m x 5.20m x 4.30m 
Machinery: 2 Sulzer Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 1,300 HP 


(on surface), 1,000 HP (submerged) 


Speed: 13.5 knots (on surface), 7.5 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 3,500/7.5 knots (on surface), 75/5 knots (submerged) 


‘Armament: 1 75mm, 2 AA machine-guns, 7—550mm TT (3 
bow, 2 astern, 1 double revolving mounting) 

Complement: 41 (Officers, 3; Men, 38) 

Pro- 

gramme name builder laid down launched completed 
SIRENE A. Ch. dela Loire 2/23 6/825 — 1927 

1922 4 NAÏADE  A.Ch.deliLoire 2/23 20/1025 1927 
GALATHÉE  A.Ch. de la Loire 7/23 18/12/25 1927 


Notes: These three submarines were scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942, 
and NYMPHE of the same Class, was scrapped in 1938. 


600 tons (Normand-Fenaux type)—3 ships 


Displacement 626 tons (on surface); 787 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions: 65.98m x 494m x m 
Machinery: 2 Normand-Vickers Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 


1,200 HP (on surface), 1,000 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 14 knots (on surface), 7.5 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 3,500/7.5 knots (on surface), 75/5 knots (submerged) 


Armament: 1—1Smm', 2 AA machine-guns, 7—550mm TT (3 
bow, 2 astern, 1 double revolving mounting) 
Complement: 41 (Officers, 3; Men, 38) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
ARIANE Normand 2/23 6/8/25 1928 
1922 EURYDICE Normand 7/23 31/5/27 1929 
| DANAE Normand = 7/23 11/9/27 — 1929 


Notes: ONDINE of this class was lost off Vigo on October 3, 1928 after 
having collided with a Greek merchant ship. 


AP ANE: which was out of commission, was scuttled at Oran on November 9, 


P EURYDICE was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 
1 1928 model. 


630 tons (Schneider-Laubeuf type)—5 ships 


Displacement. 630 tons (on surface); 798 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions: 63.40m x 5.18m x 3.61m 
Machinery: 2 Schneider Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 


1,300 HP (on surface), 1,000 HP (submerged) 

Speed: 14 knots (on surface), 9 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,300/13.5 knots, 4,000/10 knots (on surface) 

82/5 knots (submerged) 
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[JLC Coll. 


Armament: i—75mm', 6—550mm TT (3 bow, 1 double revolving 
mounting, | amid the triple revolving mounting astern), 
2—400mm TT (revolving mounting astern) 

Complement: 41 (Officers, 3; Men, 38) 

Programme — name builder laid down launched completed 

926 ARGONAUTE Schneider 27 23/5/29 6/32 
ARETHUSE Schneider — 4/28 8/8/29 7/33 

1927 ATALANTE Schneider — 1/28 5/8/30 9/34 
1929 LA VESTALE Schneider — 1/30 25/5/32 — 9/34 
LA SULTANE Schneider — 1/30 2/8/32 6/35 


Notes: ARGONAUTE was sunk off Oran by HM Ships ACHATES and 
WESTCOTT on November 8, 1942. 

LA SULTANE attacked and probably sank an enemy patrol boat in the 
Mediterranean on May 9, 1944. 

* 1928 model. 


630 tons (Loire-Simonot type) 


Displacement: 
Dimensions: 
Machinery: 


656 tons (on surface); 822 tons (submerged) 
64.40m x 5.18m x 3,90m 

2 Sulzer Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 1,420 HP 
(on surface), 1,100 HP (submerged) 

Speed: 14 knots (on surface), 9.20 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,300/13.5 knots, 4,000/10 knots (on surface) 

82/5 knots (submerged) 


Armament: 1—]5mm', 6—550mm TT (3 bow, 1 double revolving 
mounting, 1 amid the triple revolving mounting astern), 
2—400mm TT (revolving mounting astern) 

Complement: 41 (Officers, 3; Men, 38) 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 

1928 ORION — A.Ch.delaLoire 11/28 — 21/431 7/32 

ONDINE  Dubigeon 11/28 — 4/5/31 — 702 


Notes: These two submarines were captured by the Royal Navy at Portsmouth 
on July 3, 1940. They were not put into servicc duc to their deteriorated condition 
but served as sources of spare parts for JUNON and MINERVE. They were 
phased out in 1943. 

* 1928 model. 


630 tons (Normand-Fenaux type)—9 ships 


Displacement: 651 tons (on surface); 807 tons (submerged) 
Dimension: 64.40m x 5.18m x 3.91m 
Machinery 2 Normand-Vickers Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 


1,300 HP (on surface), 1,000 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 13.7 knots (on surface), 9.2 knots (submerged) 
Gas oil: S3m* 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,300/13.5 knots, 4,000/10 knots (on surface) 
82.5 knots (submerged) 


Armament: 1—75mm', 6—550mm TT (3 bow, 1 double revolving 
mounting, | amid the triple revolving mounting 
astern), 2—400mm TT (revolving mounting astern) 

1 1928 model. 
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Complement: 41 (Officers, 3; Men, 38) - 
e builde laid down | launchei 
me DIANE Normand 4/27 13/5/30 
MEDUSE Normand 4/27 26/8/30 
AMPHITRITE Normand 1/28 20/12/30 
1927 ANTIOPE Worms 3/28 19/8/30 
AMAZONE Worms 11/28 28/12/31 
1928 ORPHÉE Normand 11/28 10/11/31 
OREADE P Worms d med A. 
YCH! Normani /8/32 
p^ FA SYBILLE Worms 1/30 28/1/32 12/34 


Notes: The DIANE was scuttled at Oran on November 9, 1942; she was later 
refloated but finally scrapped. 

MÉDUSE was so badly damaged by bombs south of Mazagan(Morocco),on 
November 10, 1942, that she had to be beached. 

AMPHITRITE was lost at Casablanca on Neve 8, WA — 

EE, re- Allied landings in North Africa, exec 

E rs ue Corse She sunk the patrol boat FAUCON at 
the entrance to Toulon harbour on December 7, 1943. 

OREADE was sunk at Casablanca on November 8, 1942. 

LA SYBILLE was lost off Casablanca on the same day. 

LA PSYCHE was also sunk in the same port by aircraft from the Task Force 34. 


Second class submarine OREADE. 
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Minerve (Standard Amirauté) 


Displacement: 


Dimensions. 
Machinery: 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 
Complement: 
Programme | name. 
MINERVE 
1930 | JUNON 
| VENUS 
LIRIS 
1936 CERES 
PALLAS 


662 tons (on surface): 856 tons (submerged) 
68.10m x 5.60m x 3.66m 
2 Normand-Vickers or Schneider Diesels, 2 electric 


motors, 2 shafts, 1,800 HP (on surface), 1,230 HP 
(submerged) 


Speed: 14.29 knots (on surface), 9.30 knots (sub- 
merged) 

4,000/10 knots, 2,500/13 knots (on surface) 

85/5 knots (submerged) 

1—75mm', 1—13.2mm AA, 2 machine-guns, 6— 
550mm TT and 3 400mm TT 

42 (Officers, 3; Men, 39) 


builder 


laid down launched completed 
Cherbourg DY — 1/31 23/10/34 9/36 
Normand 1/32 15/9/35 9/37 
Worms 1/32 6/4/35 11/36 
Dubigeon 1/32 23/034 — 936 
Worms 3/36 9/12/39 1939 
Normand 3/36 25/8/38 1939 


Notes: The MINERVE was in Cherbourg completely stripped down, including 


the engines, when the Germans broke through at Sedan on May 19, 1940. She 
was hurriedly repaired and put to sea before the Nazis arrived there. She was 
seized by the British at Plymouth in company with JUNON, These two sub- 
marines were later transferred to the FNFL. MINERVE carried out numerous 
hazardous patrols in the Norwegian Sea and the Arctic. The JUNON participated 


in the TIRPITZ chase and also 


coast. 


engaged in difficult missions along the Norwegian 


The VENUS was scuttled at Toulon. 


The IRIS escaped from Toulon just 


before the Germans arrived and went to 


Barcelona where she was interned until the war ended. 


CERES and PALLAS were scuttled at Oran on November 9, 1942 and then 
refloated. They appeared on the disposal list in 1945. 


3 1928 model, 


Second class submarine MINERVE. 
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Aurore class—15 ships 


Displacement: 
Dimensions: 
Machinery: 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 


893 tons (on surface); 1,170 tons (submerged) 

x 6.50m x 4.20m Á 
2 Sulzer or ‘Schneider Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 
shafts, 3,000 HP (on surface), 1,400 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 15.50 knots (on surface), 9.3 knots (submerged) 
2,250/15 knots, 5,600/10 knots (on surface) 
80/5 knots (submerged) 


—550mm TT 
nent: 1—100mm*, 1—13.9mm AA, 9—55 
Complemens: 44 (Officers, 4; Men, 40) 
I i i launched completed 
je builder laid down law 
1934 ^. AURORE Toulon DY 12/5 — 26/ 
LA CREOLE Normand 12/37 8/6/40 
1937 LA BAYADERE Normand 12/37 a 
LA FAVORITE Worms 1257 — Sj 
L'AFRICAINE Worms 12/37 — 7/246 
L'ASTRÉE Dubigeon — 11/38 3/5/46 » 
1938 L'ANDROMEDE  Dubigeon 11/38 17/11/4 
L'ANDROMAQUE Worms 11/38 
L'ANTIGONE Schneider 1138 — 0 
1938 L'ARTEMISE Normand 5/39 28/6; 
L'ARMIDE Worms 5/39 
L'HERMIONE Normand 
1938 LA GORGONE Normand 
LA CLORINDE Dubigeon 
LA CORNELIE cancelled 


Notes: L'AURORE was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 


LA 


CRÉOLE was towed to England in June 1940 and seized by the British 


t completed before the end of the war. 
or AERICAINE wes captured by the Germans when she was only one-third 


built. Construction was 


* 1936 model. 


resumed under the designation UF.l, but due to the 


R — 


efforts of the Resistance movement, work progressed so slowly that she could 
not be launched before the war ended. 

LA FAVORITE, on the other hand, was completed by the enemy and renamed 
UF.2; she was posted as a target ship to the ASW school at Gdynia where she 
was scuttled on July 5, 1944. 

L'ASTRÉE, although renamed UF.3, was not launched until after the war, 
as was L'ANDROMEDE. 

The construction of L'ANTIGONE was not resumed and the ship was 
scrapped after the war. 

LA BAYADERE, LA GORGONE and L'HERMIONE were demolished 
under various pretexts by the builder during the German occupation. 

LA CLORINDE was eventually launched on July 8, 1943, but she w 
empty hull. Her construction was resumed after the liberation. 


sonly an 


Phenix class—13 ships 


Displacement: 1,056 tons (on surf: 252 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions. 74.90m x 6.40m x Om 
Machinery: 2 Sulzer Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 4.200 HP 


(on surface), 1,400 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 18 knots (on surface), 9 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 8,000/10 knots (on surface) 


Armament: 1—40mm AA, 1—20mm AA, 10—550mm TT 
Complement: 45 (Officers, 4; Men, 41) 
Programme name builder 
1939 PHENIX Toulon DY 
VENDEMIAIRE Normand 
BRUMAIRE Normand 
FRIMAIRE Normand 
NIVOSE Normand 
PLUVIOSE Worms 
4/1940 VENTOSE Worms 
GERMINAL Worms 
FLOREAL Worms 
PRAIRIAL Schneider 
MESSIDOR Schneider 
THERMIDOR Schneider 
FRUCTIDOR Schneider 


Notes: These submarines were designed for use in warm weather zones, but 
were never begun building. 


Ex-British U class—3 ships 


Displacement: 626 tons (on surface); 721 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions. 60m (CURIE), 62.80m (the others) x 4.88m = 3.88m 
Machinery: Electric propulsion (2 Paxman Diesels, 2 electric 
motors), 800 HP (on surface), 760 HP (submerged) 
m h Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Second class submarine DORIS (ex-HMS VINEYARD). NL Con | amet: i pium. e QUA (bow), 8 torpedoes 
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Pro- laid 


com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
ww2 CURIE 23/1/43 1944 
(ex HMS VOX, ex P.67) 
DORI: Vickers- 8/5/44 1944 
(ex HMS VINEYARD) Armstrong 
MORSE 
(ex HMS VORTEX) 19/8/44 1944 


Notes: These submarines of the British U Class were transferred to the French 
Navy during 1943-44. 


The CURIE was manned by the FNFL. She sunk the German cargo ships 


ZAR FERDINAND and BRUNHILD (ex-French BACCUS—2,000 GRT) in 
the Mediterranean. 


All the ships were returned to the Royal Navy on September 11, 1946. 
Ex-Italian—1 ship 


Displacement: 714 tons (on surface); 864 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions: 60.18m (oa) x 6.49m x 5.16m 
Machinery: 2 Tosi Diesels, 2 Marelli electric motors, 1,600 HP 
(on surface), 800 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 14 knots (on surface), 7 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 1—75mm, 2—20mm AA, 6—533mm TT (4 bow, 2 
stern) 
Complement: 54 (Officers, 5; Men, 49) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
NARVAL Tosi 9/11/41 1942 
(ex-BRONZO, 


ex-HMS P.714) Taranto 


Notes: This submarine was captured by the Allies at Agusta (Sicily) and was 
transferred by the British, to the French Navy, on January 29, 1944, 


MINELAYING SUBMARINES 
Saphir (Normand-Fenaux type)—6 ships 


Displacement: 761 tons (on surface); 925 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions. 65.90m x 7.12m x 4.30m 
Machinery 2 Normand-Vickers Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafts, 
1,300 HP (on surface), 1,100 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 12 knots (on surface), 9 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 4,000/12 knots, 7,000/7.5 knots (on surface) 
80/4 knots (submerged) 


Armament: 1—75mm', 1—13.2mm AA, 2 machine-guns, 2— 
550mm TT (bow), 1—550mm and 2—400mm triple 
revolving mounting, 32 mines. 

Complement: 42 (Officers, 3; Men, 39) 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 

1925 SAPHIR Toulon DY 11/25 20/12/28 11/30 

TURQUOISE Toulon DY 1926 16/5/29 — 11/30 
1 1928 model. 
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NAUTILUS Toulon DY 9/26 21/3/30 7/37 

E ue E o ss E 
Toulon 

1] PARLE OT Toulon DY 1/31 30/7/35 3/37 


: submarines, these ships were probably most suited to their 
Pe ues were stowed in wells in the outer ballast tanks which had direct 
e july 1940, the Commanding Officer and crew of the RUBIS joined General 
de Gaulle. The ships later carried out numerous dangerous minelaying operations 
jn the Bay of Biscay and along the Norwegian coast. Twenty-two sorties were 
made causing the destruction of 15 enemy vessels: BLAMMARREN (May 28, 
1940), JADARLAND (May 31, 1940), SVERRE SIGURDSON (June 10, 1940). 
US.D (uly 7, 1940), V.406 (August 18, 1942), KNUTE NELSON. CLARE 
HUGO STINNES and UJ.HIS (September 27, 1944), WEICHSELLAND: 
UIT, UJ.I116, the minesweeper R.402 and two others which were not 
identified in December 1944. She also torpedoed and sank the Finnish merchan 
ip HOGLAND. a 
Ship PRIR took part in a minelaying operation off Cagliari on June 13, 1949. 
She was disarmed at Bizerte and seized by the Germans on December 8; 1942; 
she was then towed to Naples where she was scuttled on September 15; 1943, | 
TURQUOISE, after à minelaying operation off Trapani on June 14, 1940, 
was also disarmed at Bizerte after the Armistice. She was captured by the 
ns there on December 8, 1942 and scuttled on May 6, 1943. N 
NAUTILUS participated in minelaying off Tripoli on June 14, 1940. Taken 
out of commission at Bizerte she was seized as were her sister ships and sunk by 
30, 1943. 
tO ANT wis scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942, she was refloated 
d and sank in 1944. 
bue MELD as accidentally attacked by British aircraft and sank on July 8,1944. 


Minelaying submarine TURQUOISE. (MB 
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| Emeraude class—4 ships 


Displacement: 862 tons (on surface); 1,119 tons (submerged) 
Dimensions: 72.70m x 7.36m x 4.10m 
Machinery: 2 Schneider Diesels, 2 electric motors, 2 shafis, 


2,000 HP (on surface), 1,270 HP (submerged) 
Speed: 15 knots (on surface), 9 knots (submerged) 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 5,600/12 knots (on surface); 90/4 knots (submerged) 


Armament: 1—100mm‘, 2—13.2mm AA (2 x 1), 4—550mm TT, 
40 mines 
Complement. 43 (Officers, 4; Men, 39) 
Programme name builder laid down 
93 EMERAUDE Toulon 5.38 
L'AGATE Schneider 
1938 LE CORAIL Schneider 
L'ESCARBOUCLE Schneider 


| Notes: EMERAUDE was scuttled on the slipway and the other three ships 
did not begin building. 
31936 model. 


FRIGATES 

La Combattante (ex-British Hunt class)—1 ship 

Displacement: 904 tons standard; 1,490 tons full load 

Dimensions: 82.90m (oa) x 8.60m x 2.40m 

Machinery 2 Admiralty boilers, 2 Parsons geared Turbines, 
2 shafts, 19,000 HP 
Speed: 26 knots 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,000/12 knots, 850/25 knots 

Armament: 4—102mm (2 x 2), 4—40mm AA (1 x 4), 2—20mm 
AA, DCT and racks 

Complement: 168 

Pro- 

gramme — name builder laid down launched completed 

WW.II LA COMBATTANTE Fairfield 2/4/42 1942 


(ex-HMS HALDON) 
Notes: This ship was taken over by the ENFL on December 15, 1942. She took 
| part in battles with enemy E-boats on December 1, 1943, April 20, 1944 and 
April 26, 1944, On the latter date she sunk one ship and damaged another. She 
| was badly damaged accidentally by the British MTB 752 on May 28, 1944, but 

later participated in the Normandy landings. She was mined and sunk in the 
Humber river on February 23, 1945. 


Ex-British River class—6 ships | 


Displacement: 1,325 tons standard; 2,130 tons full load 
Dimensions: Om (oa) x 11.16m x 4.36m 
Machinery: 2 of 3-drum type, 2 triple expansion, 2 shafts, 
6,000 HP 

Speed: 19 knots 

Fuel oil: 645 tons 
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Stern view of River class frigat Á 
(e Re cla F gales CROIX DE LORRAINE (K258), L'ESCARMOUCHE 


Ex-British Flower class corvette MIMOSA (ex-HMS MIMOSA). [ECA 
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Radius in Nautical Miles: 7,700/12 knots, 5,600/16.5 knots 


‘Armament: 2102mm (1 x 2), 11—20mm AA, 4 DCT, 2 racks 
(depth charges: 150) 
Complement: 115 (Officers, 10; Men, 105) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builders down launched pleted 
[L'AVENTURE Wm. Simons 1/12/: 30/1/43 21/1/44 
(ex HMS BRAID) Co. Ltd. 


CROIX DE LORRAINE Henry Robb 15/7/42 8/343 — 30/7/43 
(ex HMS STRULE, ex — Ltd. 
GLENARM) 
LA DÉCOUVERTE Henry Robb 17/11/42 18/6/43 3/11/43 
WW. plex HMS WINDRUSH) Ltd. 
[L'ESCARMOUCHE ` Blyth,S.B.& 30/542 1/643 
(ex HMS FROME) D. D. Co. Ltd. 
LA SURPRISE Blyth,S.B.& 17/10/42 16/8/43 6/444 
(ex HMS TORRIDGE) D. D. Co. Ltd. 
TONKINOIS' Smith's Dock 27/8/43 15/1/43 
(ex HMS MAYOLA) Co. Ltd. 
Notes: These frigates were transferred to the French Navy in 1944-45. 

LA DECOUVERTE—Atlantic and Channel convoy escort. Took part in the 
Normandy landings. 

L'AVENTURE--Channel convoy escort. Took part in the Normandy landings 
then joined French Naval Task Force. 

L'ÉSCARMOUCHE-—Channel convoy escort. Took part in Normandy 
landings. 

LA SURPRISE—Channel conyoy escort. Participated in Normandy landings. 
She was damaged by a mine on June 20, 1944 and towed to Portsmouth. She 
later joined the French Naval Task Force. 

CROIX DE LORRAINE—Channel and North Sea convoy escort. 

TONKINOIS—Channe! and North Sea convoy escort. 


3 Renamed later LA CONFIANCE. 


CORVETTES 
Ex-British Flower class—12 ships 


925 tons standard; 1,290 tons full load 

62.50m x 10.10m x 5.50m 

2 drum-type boilers, 2 triple expansion, | shaft, 
3,000 HP 

Speed: 16 knots 

Fuel oil: 245 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 5,500/9 knots, 2,900/15 knots 


Displacement: 
Dimensions: 
Machinery: 


Armament 1—102mm, 2—57mm, 1—40mm AA, 2—20mm AA, 
DCT and racks (72 depth charges) 
Complement: 78 (Officers, 8; Men, 71) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
LA MALOUINE Smith Docks 21/ 


40 1940 


LA DIEPPOISE Smith Docks 1940 


93 


LA PAIMPOLAISE Smith Docks 4/7): 
LA BASTIAISE Smith Docks 31440 1940 
MIMOSA Smith Docks 
hu MIMOSA) 
Geo. 
GENS au vu) eo. Brown 3/3/41 — 1941 
IT Ailsashi 
(ex HMS ACONIT) Building debeas 
ROSELYS John Lewis 28/5/41 1941 


(e-HMS SUNDEW) 


D MS En 
Se mio ^ NAA 134 
Ge DROGOU a D” ER) dant nd is 
HMS CHRYSAN- Wolff i P 


THEMUM) 


Notes: After the fall of France, LA DIEPPOISE, LA MALI 
| 43 À OUT 
PAIMPOLAISE which were being completed for the French Nant wes 


incorporated in the Royal Navy and rei d i E 
MALOUINE and NASTURTIUM respectively. NORE: DEES, 


The other nine corvettes we 
_ Th re transferred to the FNFL in 1941-42, 
carried out many dangerous convoy escort trips, mainly in the North and sae 


While participating ii ci i N 
subrmarines (0432, and U44) in March TSS aud cunt D Or un enemy 
convoy duty, she sank m Gay fta On February 8, 1942 
Gi AA opte and sunk by the U.124 on June 9, 1942, also while 
she vas scoring Comey STIR RA I D 


ROSELYS attacked and -l i 
sorties between the United King au pen out FRA Ree oes 


, while on Atlantic 


after a three-day chase, while 


+ DESTROYER ESCORT 
» Ex-US Destroyer Escorts—6 ships 


Displacement: 1,300 tons standard; 1,650 tons full load 
Dimensions: 93m (oa) x 11.17m x 3.25m 
Machinery: Diesel Electric, 2 shafts, 6,000 HP 


Speed: 19 knots 


T SU) D knots, 5500/19 k 
ius ir ic iles: 11,500/11 knots, 5, nots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 11,500/11 knots, 550019 knots i o AA, 


co: 4 DCT, 2 racks (126 depth charges) 

-—EE a ere en 

Run OS ému sus 
Gars mee 11/11/43 2/1/44 
SOMALI ` Das 13/2/44 2/1/44 

E" Sora 9 ae 22/1/44 2/1/44 
MAROCAIN Bae 1/1/44 — 2/1/44 
ERE one 17/12/43 2/1/44 
(ex-DE.108) Corporation 


Notes: These ships were acquired in 1944. . A 

SENEGALAIS was hit on May 5, 1944 (while in the Mediterranean) by an 
acoustic mine launched from the German submarine U.371. Though badly 
damaged she assisted the US ships PRIDE and CAMPBELL and HMS 


BLAKENEY to sink her attacker. | : | 
The five other ships took part in the Provence landing and later in operations 


along the Italian coast. 
SOMALI and HOVA were incorporated in the French Naval Task Force and 


shelled German shipping in the Atlantic. 


FIRST CLASS SLOOPS 
(Rated as Avisos Coloniaux) 
Bougainville class 
Displacement: 


Dimension: 
Machinery: 


1,969 tons standard; 2,156 tons normal 

103.70m (oa) * 12.70m x 4.50m 

2 Sulzer or Burmeister Diesels, 3,200 HP, 2 screws 
Speed: 15.5 knots 

Fuel oil: 60 tons 

Gas oil: 220 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 9,000/10 knots 

Protection: light against bullets 
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First class sloop DUMONT D'URVILLE as she was in 1942. 


First class sloop DUMONT D'URVILLE as she was at the end of the war. 


IMB 


Armament: 3—138mm (1 x 3)', 437mm AA, 6 machine-guns, 
stowage for 50 mines 
Gourdon-Leseurre 832 float plane 


Complement: 135 (Officers, 14; Men, 121) 


Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
BOUGAINVILLE F. Ch. Gironde 1927 21/4/34 1932 
1927 4 DUMONT F. Ch. Gironde — 1927 21/3/31 1932 
D'URVILLE 
SAVORGNAN DE CM. Sud Ouest. 18/6/87 1932 
1928 | BRAZZA 
D'ENTRE CM. Sud Ouest 22/6/31 1933 
CASTEAUX 
RIGAULT DE A. Ch. de Provence 18/9/32 1933 
GENOUILLY 
1930 4 AMIRAL F. Ch. Gironde 7/10/32 
CHARNER 
D'IBERVILLE — CM. Sud Ouest 23/9/34 
VILLE D'YS* A. Ch. de Provence 22/6/39 
1937 4 BEAUTEMPS- A; Ch. de Provence 
| BEAUPRÉ 
1938  `LAPEROUSE F. Ch. Gironde 


Notes: BOUGAINVILLE was disabled off Libreville on November 9, 1940, 
by her sister ship SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA manned by the FNFL. 

RIGAULT DE GENOUILLY was torpedoed by the British submarine 
HMS PANDORA off Algiers on July 4, 1940. 

SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA was captured by the British on July 3, 1940 and 
ater, manned by the FNFL, she took part in the abortive attempt to take Dakar. 
She sunk her sister ship BOUGAINVILLE off Libreville. 

D'ENTRECASTEAUX, which had captured the Italian ship FORTUNATA 
on June 14, 1940 was later severely damaged while defending the Naval base of 
Diego-Suarez against the British in May 1942. She was later refloated but 
condemned for scrap on October 19, 1948. 


AMIRAL CHARNER and DUMONT D'URVILLE took part in the brilliant 
Koh-Chang campaign. The former was scuttled in the Mytho river, Indo-China 
on March 10, 1945. 

D'IBERVILLE was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 

BEAUTEMPS-BEAUPRÉ had not been completed and was scuttled in the 
Gironde river on June 24, 1940, to prevent her falling into enemy hands. 

LA GRANDIERE was in North Africa at the time of the Allied landings. 

LAPEROUSE was cancelled. 


* 1924 model. 
? She was renamed LA GRAN DIERE (1/4/40). 


0... OS 


OLD FIRST CLASS SLOOPS 

(Rated as Avisos de 1er Classe) 

Ville D'ys—1 ship 

Displacement: 1,121 tons standard 

Dimensions: 83.5m (oa) x 12m x Sm 

Machinery: 1 set 4-cylinder triple expansion, 2,500 HP 
Speed: 17 knots 


Coal: 270 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,400/10 knots 


Armament: 3—100mm (1 x 3), 2—75mm, 2—47mm 
Complement: 103 (Officers, 6; Men, 97) 

Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 


WW.| VILLE D'YS Swan Hunter and 617 1917 
(ex ANDROMEDE) W. Richardson 


Notes: She was put out of commission in November 1940 at Fort de France. 


Marne class—3 ships 


Displacement: IS tons (MARNE: 601 tons) 


Dimensions: 78m x 8.90m x 340m 
Machinery: im Temple boilers, 2 geared Turbines, 4,000 HP, 
screws 


Speed: 20 knots 
Fuel oil: 135 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 4.000/10 knots 
Armament: 4—100mm (1 x 4), 2—65mm 


Complement: 107 (Officers, 4; Men, 103) 

Programme | name builder laid down launched completed 
SOMME Brest DY 3/17 1917 

WWI YSER Rochefort DY 1/17 1917 
MARNE Lorient DY 11/17 1917 


Notes: YSER was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942, she was refloated 
and towed, in a very bad state, to La Ciotat on June 12, 1943. 

MARNE took part in the Koh-Chang campaign and was scuttled in the 
Cantho river, Indo-China on March 10, 1945. 

SOMME took part in ASW patrols in the Bay of Biscay during the winter of 
1939-40, but was disarmed at Port Liautey on October 31, 1940. 


Arras class—11 ships . 


Displacement: 644 tons standard 

Dimensions. 72m x 8.40m x 3.10m 

Machinery: 2 Normand or Du Temple small tube boilers, 2 Parsons 
pus Turbines, 5,000 HP, 2 screws 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 3,000/11 knots 


‘Armament: 2—138mm (1 x 2), 7—75mm 
‘Complement: 103 (Officers, 4; Men, 99) 
laid Com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
ARRAS Brest DY 7/8 

YPRES Brest DY 7/18 
BELFORT Lorient DY 3/19 
LASSIGNY Ch. de Bretagne 7/19 
LES EPARGES Ch. de Bretagne 9/19 
TAHURE Ch. de Loire 3/19 

WW. }COUCY Penhoët 619 1919 
EPINAL Penhoët 8/19 
VAUQUOIS Penhoët 8/19 
AMIENS F. Ch. de la 5/19 

Méditerranée 

CALAIS F. Ch. de la 11/19 


Méditerranée 
Notes: ARRAS was at Dunkirk. She was seized by the British in July 1940 and 


later transferred to the FNFL, with whom she was used as a barracks. 


BELFORT was at Dunkirk. She was captured by the British at Plymouth and 

En to Cherbourg after the war on September 27, 1945. 
[Y was put out of commission on October 10, 1940. 

LES EPARGES was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 

TAHURE took part in the Koh-Chang campaign and was sunk off the 
coast of Indo-China by the US submarine FLASHER on April 29, 1944. 

COUCY was seized by the British in July 1940 and used as a training ship. 

EPINAL took part in the operations off Dunkirk. She was captured by the 
British and returned to France in 1945. 

VAUQUOIS was sunk by a magnetic mine off Brest on June 18, 1940. 

AMIENS was equipped with a twin telecommanded, semi-automatic 37mm 
AA turret during the winter of 1940, She was at Dunkirk and later seized by the 
British at Portsmouth in July 1940. The ship was returned to France in 1945. 


Ailette—1 ship 
Displacement: 492 tons 
Dimension: 74m x 8.30m x 3m 


Machinery: 2 Du Temple boilers, 2 geared Turbines, 5,000 HP, 
2 screws 
Speed: 20 knots 
Fuel oil: 140 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 4,000/10 knots, 1,400/15 knots 


Armament: 4—100mm (1 x 4), 1—76mm AA, 2 machine-guns 
Complement: 107 
Brgrumme name builder laid down launched completed 


WW.1 AILETTE Brest DY 3/18 1918 


Notes: Before the war this ship was employed as a Fishery Protection vessel. 
During the early months of the war she took part in ASW patrols in the Bay of 
Biscay, but she was later disarmed in Morocco. 
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Ancre class—2 ships | 3 
Displacement. 604 tons g 
Dimensions 80m (oa) x 8.95m x 3m 2 
Machinery: 2 Du Temple boilers, 2 geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 

P 


Speed: 20 knots 
Fuel oil: 140 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 4,000/10 knots 


| 
Armament. 4—100mm (1 x 4), 1—75mm AA, 2 machine-guns | 
Complement: 107 (Officers, 4; Men, 99) | 
Programme name builder laid down: launched completed | 
WW.l ANCRE Lorient DY 1918 

SUIPPE 4/18 1918 | 


Notes: SUIPPE was sunk by bombs at Falmouth on April 4, 1942. She was later Ï 
salvaged but phased out of service. 


SECOND CLASS SLOOPS 
(Rated as Avisos dragueur de mines) 


$ 
8 
Elan class—15 ships $ 
Displacement. 630 tons standard; 740 tons full load a 
Dimensions. 78m (oa) x 8.48m x 2.38m ll 
Machinery. 2 Sulzer Diesels, 4.000 HP, 2 screws 2 
seed 0 knots 
Gas oil: 100 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 10,000/9 knots, 9,000/14 knots 


‘Armament 1 or 2—100mm AA!, 8—73.2mm AA (4 x 1,2 x 2) 
Complement 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder. launched pleted 
1934 ELAN Lorient DY 2 1939 

(CDT BORY A. Ch. de France 
1936 J CDT DELAGE A. Ch. de France 

CDT DUBOC Dubigeon 


CDT RIVIERE A. Ch. de Pisis. 
LA CAPRICIEUSE Dubigeon 
LA MOQUEUSE Lorient DY 


CDT DOMINIE — Dubigeon | 2/5/39 

(ex LA RIEUSE) | 
| 1937 }L'IMPETUEUSE A. Ch. de France 4/38 17/8/39 5/40 

LA CURIEUSE Lorient DY 8/38 11/11/39 1940 | 


| LA BATAILLEUSE A. Ch. de Provence 12/37 22/8/39 3/40 | 
LA BOUDEUSE A. Ch. de France — 3/38 9/39 1940 
LA GRACIEUSE A. Ch. de Provence 2/38 30/11/39 1940 


Notes: These ships were fitted out as minesweepers. 
* 1925 model. 


Aerial view of second class sloop L'IMPETUEUSE sai 
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ELAN captured the German cargo ship ROSTOCK on February 10, 1940. She 
took part in the short Syrian campaign and was later interned in Turkey until 
December 23, 1944. 

CDT BORY took part in the destruction of the Italian submarine PROVANA 
on June 16, 1940 and later in the Provence landings. 

CDT DELAGE was at Dunkirk and then went to North Africa just as the 
Allied Invasion began. She also took part in the Provence landings. 

DUBOC and CDT DOMINE were seized by the British in July 1940 
and later transferred to the FNFL. They took part in the unsuccessful attempt to 
take Dakar in September 1940 and continued operational throughout hostilities. 

CDT RIVIERE vas at Dunkirk and was captured by the Germans at Bizerte 
on December 8, 1942. She was taken out of commission and later towed to 
Leghorn where she was sunk by aircraft fire on May 28, 1943. 

LA CAPRICIEUSE was captured by the British in Portsmouth on July 3, 1940. 

kA MOQUEUSE was also taken by the British and was later manned by the 


E N TMPETUEUSE was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942, She was 
refloated and renamed FR.54 by the Italians. On September 4, 1943 she was 
captured by the Germans in Toulon and towed to Marseilles where she was again 
scuttled. 

LA CURIEUSE rammed and sunk the Italian submarine PROVANA on 
June 16, 1940. She was scuttled at Toulon and refloated by the Italians as FR.55 
in April 1943. She was later captured by the Germans and manned as the escort 
ship SG.25. Finally she was scuttled at Toulon in 1944. 

LA BATAILLEUSE was seized at Bizerte on December 8, 1942 and later 
towed to Naples. Renamed FR.57 by the Italians she was scuttled at La Spezzia 
on September 9, 1943. Later she was salvaged by the Germans and towed to 
Genoa where she was scuttled on April 25, 1945. 

LA BOUDEUSE took part in the operations off Dunkirk; she was also in 
North Africa during the Allied invasion and later participated in the Corsica and 
south of France landings. 

LA GRACIEUSE took part in operations in North Africa and later in the 
Provence landings. 

The construction of another ship of this class named LA TROMPEUSE was 
cancelled. 


Chamois class—9 ships 
Displacement: 647 tons standard; 750 tons full load 
Dimensions: 78m x 8.48m x 2.88m 
Machinery: 2 Sulzer Diesels, 4,000 HP, 2 screws 
Speed: 20 knots 
Gas oil: 100 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 10,000/9 knots, 4.000/14 knots 


Armament. 

Complement: 

Pro- laid com- 

gramme name builder down launched pleted 
CHAMOIS 11/36 29/4/38 1939 

1935 À CHEVREUIL 637 = 17/639 9/39 
GAZELLE Lorient DY — 6/57 17/6/39 10/39 
ANNAMITE 4/38 17/6/39 2/40 

1934 4 LA SURPRISE 438 = 17/639 3/40 
(ex BAMBARA) 

* 1925 model. 


1 or 2—100mm AA!, 8—13.2mm AA (4 x 1,2 x 2) | 


MATELOT 8/39 10/4/42 
LEBLANC 
RAGEOT DE LA A. Ch. de 8/39 2/9/42 
1938 TOUCHE Provence 
AMIRAL SENES Port de Bouc 8/39 1942 
ENSEIGNE 8/39 25/5/42 
BALLANDE 


Notes: These ships were fitted out as minesweepers. 

LA SURPRISE was sunk off Oran on November 8, 1942 by HMS BRIL- 
LIANT, when the Allies invaded North Africa. 

CHEVREUIL was captured by the British in July 1940 and later transferred 
to the FNFL. 

CHAMOIS was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942 and later refloated 
by the Germans who commissioned her as an escort ship under the pendant 
number SG.21. She was sunk by a bomb on November 23, 1943; refloated yet 
again and was finally sunk by US destroyers on August 15, 1944. 

MATELOT LEBLANC was finished building by the Germans; was launched 
on July 10, 1942 and completed in April 1944. She was sunk, probably by a 
bomb, south of Capri on August 24, 1944. She had been renamed SG. 14. 

RAGEOT DE LA TOUCHE was also finished building by the enemy. 
Renamed SG.15 she was sunk off Genoa by HMS UNIVERSAL. 

AMIRAL SENES was towed in an incomplete state from Port de Bouc to 
Marseilles by the Germans and scuttled there as SG. 16 on August 21, 1944. 

ENSEIGNE BALLANDE was launched by the Germans in May 1944 when 
they had completed her construction, but she was scuttled at Port de Bouc on 
August 20, 1944 as SG. 1 


Second class sloop ANNAMITE. [JLC Coll. 


OLD SECOND CLASS SLOOPS 
(Rated as Avisos de deuxiéme classe) 
Conquerante—1 ship 


Displacement: 374 tons standard 
Dimensions. 66.40m (oa) x 7.90m = 2.80m 
Machinery: 2 Sulzer Diesels, 1,500 HP, 2 screws 
Speed: 17 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 2—100mm (1 x 2) 
Complement: 54 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
WW.t CONQUERANTE Brest DY 1917 1918 


Notes; CONQUERANTE was seized by the British at Falmouth in July 1940 
and was sunk by bombs in this port on April 14, 1941. 


Diligente class—3 ships 


Displacement: 315 tons standard (except LURONNE: 266 tons) 
Dimensions. 66.40m x 7m x 2.80m 


Machinery: 2 Sulzer Diesels, 900 HP, 2 screws (LURONNE had 
2 Fiat Diesels, 650 HP) 
Speed: 14 knots 

N Radius in autical Miles: 

Armament: 2—100mm 

Complement: 54 

Programme name Builder laid down launched completed 

DILIGENTE 
WW.l ENGAGEANTE Brest DY 1917 
LLA LURONNE 


Notes: DILIGENTE took part in the Dunkirk operations and was taken by the 
British on July 3, 1940. 


Old second class sloop ENGAGEANTE. [JLC Coll. 
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LA LURONNE was taken out of commission in Morocco and scrapped in 

April 1941. y 
TENGAGEANTE was in North Africa when the Allies invaded. She later 

escorted coastal convoys and was taken out of commission at Algiers in 1944. 


Granit class—2 ships 


Displacement: 354 tons standard 


Dimensio 57.60m x 7.90m x 2.30m 
Machinery: Triple expansion, 550 HP, 2 screws 
Speed: 12.5 knots 
Coal: 80 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 1—65mm. Fitted as minesweepers 
‘Complement: 63 (Officers, 3; Men, 60) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
GRANIT 1918 1919 
MEULIERE 1918 


Notes: MEULIERE was beached and lost at Ajaccio on May 29, 1941. 

GRANIT was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. She was refloated on 
July 17, 1943 and towed to Genoa. Commissioned as German SG 21; fate 
unknown. 


Dubourdieu class—2 ships 


Displacement: 433 tons 
Dimensions: 65m x 8.2m x 3.10m 
Machinery: 2 Du Temple-Guyot boilers, 2 Breguet geared Tur- 


bines, 2 shafts, 2,000 HP 

Speed: 16.7 knots 

Fuel oil: 143 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 1,985/16 knots 


Armament: 1—138mm, 1—100mm 

Complement: 74 (Officers, 4; Men, 70) 

Pro- 

gramme name builder laid down launched completed 

WW.1 fDUBOURDIEU Lorient DY 4/18 1918 
ENSEIGNE HENRY Lorient DY 11/18 1918 


Notes: ENSEIGNE HENRY was scuttled at Lorient on June 18, 1940. 
DUBOURDIEU was out of commission in Casablanca where she was sunk 
on November 8, 1942. 


Ardent class—4 ships 


Displacement: 266 tons standard (except ETOURDI: 310 tons) 
Dimensions: 60.20m (oa) x 7.2m x 2.90m 
Machinery: Normand or Du Temple boilers, reciprocating, 
1,500 HP. 
Speed: 14 knots 
Coal: 85 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,000/10 knots 
Armament: 2—100mm (1 x 2) 
Complement: 
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Pro- 


gramme name builder laid down launched completed 
ETOURDI Lorient DY 1916 1917 

WW. j DEDAIGNEUSE F. Ch. Gironde 1916 1917 
TAPAGEUSE A. Ch. de 1916 1917 
AUDACIEUSE f Provence 1917 1918 


Notes: ETOURDI was scuttled at Brest on June 18, 1940. 

DEDAIGNEUSE was scuttled at Toulon; refloated by the Italians and 
renamed FR.56. She was seized by the Germans on September 9, 1943 but her 
final fate is unknown. 


PATROL BOATS 


Ex-British trawlers—8 ships 


Displacement: A = 738 tons. B = 590 tons 
Dimensions: A = 54.50m x 8.40m x 5m B = 50m x 8m x Sm 
Machinery: 1 drum boiler, 1 reciprocating, 1 shaft, 800HP (A), 
750 HP (B) 
Speed: 10 knots 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 
Complement: 

Name 

(A) P.136 L'AJACIENNE (ex-MILDEN HALL) 

P.138 LA TOULONNAISE (ex-HAMPSHIRE) 

P.139 LA SETOISE (ex-ORIENTAL STAR) 
.132 LA CANCALAISE (ex-SAINT AMANDUS) 
P.133 LA HAVRAISE (ex-SAINT ATTALUS) 
P.134 LA LORIENTAISE (ex-SAINT ANDRONICUS) 
P.135 LA NANTAISE (ex-SAINT ARCADIUS) 
P.137 LA BONOISE (ex-CANADIAN PRINCE) 


Mr These trawlers, fitted with asdic, were transferred from the Royal Navy in 


1—102mm, depth charges 


(B) 


at LA TOULONNAISE. [MB 


LA CANCALAISE struck a mine and sank in the Channel on May 1, 1940. 

LA LORIENTAISE was scuttled at Boulogne on May 21, 1940. 

LA HAVRAISE was scuttled at Toulon on November 27. 1942. She was 
refloated and manned by the Germans under the designation UJ.6078 but was 
sunk, possibly by the submarine CASABIANCA on June 9, 1944. 

LA NANTAISE took part in the Dunkirk operations. She was seized by the 
Royal Navy on July 3, 1940 and later sunk, while under the British flag, after a 
collision on July 8, 1945. 

LA BONOISE, LA SETOISE, LA TOULONNAISE and L'AJACCIENNE 
were scuttled at Oran on November 9, 1942. The two latter were refloated in 
1945 and resumed their escort duties until the war ended. 


Ex-US trawlers—6 ships 
Displacement: 738 tons, GRT 409 tons 
Dimensions: 42.50m x 7.50m x 4.30m 
Machinery: 1 drum boiler, 1 reciprocating, 1 shaft, 550 HP 
Speed: 9 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 2—100mm, depth charges 
Complement: 
Name 
P.54 L'ALGEROISE (ex-COOT) 
P.56 L'ORANAISE (ex-BRANDT) 
P.57 LA QUIMPEROISE 
P.58 LA SABLAISE (ex-LOON) 


P.59 LA SERVANAISE 
P.55 LA CHERBOURGEOISE 


Notes: LA QUIMPEROISE was captured by the enemy in June 1940 at Lorient. 
Her final fate is not known. 
LA CHERBOURGEOISE was scuttled off Verdon on June 23, 1940. 
L'ORANAISE was seized by the British on July 3, 1940 and fitted as a boom 
defence vessel. 


Ex-US Navy submarine chasers of the PC type—32 ships 


Displacement: 325 tons standard; 430 tons full load 
Dimensions. 52.95m (oa) x 7.05m x 3.25m 
Machinery: 2 General Motors Diesels, 2 shafts, 3,600 HP 
Speed: 19 knots 
Gas oil: 62 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles; 6,000/10 knots, 2,300/18 knots 


Armament: 1—76mm, 1—40mm AA, 5—20mm AA, 2 DCT, 2 
racks (depth charges: 24) 
Complement: 63 (Officers, 4; Men, 59) 
Pro- laid Com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
SABRE (ex-PC.1248) Nashville Bridge 18/1/44 1944 


WW.11 J CIMETERRE 
(ex-PC.1250) 
PIQUE (ex-PC.1249) Nashville Bridge 


Nashville Bridge 9/3/44 1944 
9/2/44 1944 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


( DAGUE (ex-PC.1561) Leathem D. Smith 


COUTELAS Leathem D. Smith 
(ex-PC.1560) 
JAVELOT Leathem D. Smith 


(ex-PC.1562) 
EVEILLE (ex-PCA71) Defoe 


L'ARDENT Defoe 
(ex-PC.473) 
L'ENJOUÉ Defoe 
(ex-PC.482) 
L'INDISCRET Defoe 
(ex-PC.474) 
LE RÉSOLU Defoe 
(ex-PC.475) 
LE RUSE (ex-PC.472) Defoe 
L'ÉFFRONTE Defoe 


(ex-PC.480) 
LE VOLONTAIRE Defoe 


(ex-PC.549) 

LE VIGILANT Leathem D. Smith 
(ex-PC.550) 

L'ATTENTIF Jeffersonville 
(ex-PC.551) 

HUSSARD Sullivan 
(ex-PC.1235) 

LEGIONNAIRE Leathem D. Smith 


WW.114 (ex-PC.1226) 
DRAGON (ex-PC.557) Luders Marine 


GOUMIER Defoe 
(ex-PC.545) 

CARABINIER Luders Marine 
(ex-PC.625) 

FANTASSIN Nashville Bridge 
(ex-PC.621) 

GRENADIER Jeffersonville 
(ex-PC.625) 

TIRAILLEUR Defoe 
(ex-PC.542) 

VOLTIGEUR Jeffersonville 
(ex-PC.559) 

LANCIER Leathem D. Smith 


(ex-PC.1224) 
| FRANC TIREUR Defoe 


| (ex-PC.546) 
| MAMELUCK Leathem D. Smith 
| (ex-PC.551) 
LANSQUENET Jeffersonville 
(ex-PC.626) 
CAVALIER Jeffersonville 


| (ex-PC.627) 
LSPAHI (ex-PC.591) ^ Leathem D. Smith 


Notes: These little ships, built from 1942-44, were transferred to the French Navy 


in 1944. All were fitted out as minesweepers. 
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25/10/44 
17/10/44 


19/10/44 
30/10/44 
16/10/44 
30/6/44 
6/10/44 
18/11/44 
1/6/44 
19/10/44 
11/11/44 
28/10/44 
1/10/44 


1944 


[JLC Coll. 


Patrol boat DAGUE. 


L'ENJOUE was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U.870 on 
January 9, 1945. 

L'ARDENT was lost after a collision off Casablanca on January 31, 1945. 

SABRE sunk the Italian MAS.531 on December 11, 1944. This PC and her 
sister ships PIQUE, CIMETERRE, COUTELAS, DAGUE, JAVELOT and 
VOLTIGEUR took part in the south of France landings and later operated with 
the Flank Force along the Italian and French rivieras. 


Displacement; 
Dimensions: 


Machiner 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 


Complement: 
SUBCHASERS Programme ` name 
C.25 class (ex-WW1 US type)—8 ships CH.2 
Displacement: 60 tons standard a 
Dimensions: 33,50m x 4.70m x 2.30m : 
Machinery: 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 175mm 

Complement: 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
C51 Walter E. Abrams 
C56 

WW. C.58 
C74 
C.81 = 
C.95 Mathis Yacht ! 
C98 


Notes: C.25 was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. 

C.51 was scrapped on November 10, 1939. 

C.56 was scrapped on December 29, 1939, 

C.58 was scrapped on October 10, 1939. 

C.81 was at Bizerte, where she was seized by the Germans on December 8, 1942 
and was scuttled in this port on May 6, 1943. 

C.95 was scrapped on October 10, 1939. 

C98 was at Dunkirk and was then seized by the British in July 1940. 


C.106 class—2 ships | 


Displacement: 128 tons standard. 
Dimensions: 43.30m (oa) x 5.25m x 2.50m 
Machinery: 2 Normand boilers, reciprocating, 1 shaft, 1,300 HP 


Speed: 16.5 knots Subchaser CH3. 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 


CH.1 type—4 ships 


148 tons standard 

48.05m (oa) « 5.40m x 1.80m 

2 MAN or Sulzer Diesels, 2 shafts, 2,000 HP 
Speed: 20 knots 


1—75mm, 2 machine-guns 
33 Officers and Men 


builder laid down launched completed 
A. Ch. de Bretagne 1932 1933 1933 
A. Ch. de Bretagne 1932 1933 1933 
A. Ch. de Bretagne 1932 1933 1933 
A. Ch. de Bretagne 1933 1934 1934 


Notes: CH.1 was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. She was refloated 
only to be cut in half by a bomb on August 6, 1943, 

CH.4 was also scuttled at Toulon and was refloated on January 24, 1943. As 
German UJ 6077 she was sunk by a bomb on July 5, 1944. 


TLC Coll. 


107 tons standard; 135 tons full load 


Armament: 1—75mm 
Complement: CH.5 type—12 shii 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 3 typ ps 
WW.l C.106 Calderwood 1920 Displacement: 

C07 Annapolis Yacht 1920 Dimensions. 


Machinery: 
Notes: C.A11 and C.112 were rated as river gunboats and renamed CDT on? 


BOURDAIS and AVALANCHE. 
C.107 was sunk after a collision on April 12, 1940. 
C.106 was at Dunkirk and later seized by the British on July 3, 1940. 


Radius in Nautical Miles. 
Armament: 
Complement: 
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37,10m (oa) x 5.50m x 7.95m 
2 MAN Diesels, 2 shafts, 1,100 HP. 
Speed: 16 knots 


: 1,200/8 knots, 680/13.6 knots 


175mm, 140mm, 2—20mm AA, depth charges 
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Pro- 
gramme name builder laid down launched completed 


H.5 
(CARENTAN) 
CH.6 


A. Ch. de F1 3i 
egs le France 1938 1939 1940 


CH.8 
(RENNES) 
CH.9 
CH.10 
(BAYONNE) |F. Ch. dela 

(BAY 1938 
(BOULOGNE) 
CH.12 
(BENODET) 
CH.13 


Méditerranée 


1939 


8/6/40 
Notes: CH.5 (CARENTAN) was operational at Dunkirk and seized by 
British in July 1940. She was later transferred to the FNFL but Was lost in ds 
EE on E PER 21, ae between Poole and Weymouth. 

.6 and CH.7 were sunk in the Channel in Oct ile saili 
ESSA c Channel in October 1940, while sailing under 

CH.8 (RENNES) was sunk by bombs in the Ch: 1 
manned eS ihe ENEL y s in the Channel on July 13, 1942 while 

.9 was bombed and so badly damaged off Dunkit 
NI S ly damaged off Dunkirk that she was forced to 

CH.10 (BAYONNE), CH.11 (BOULOGNE), CH.12 (BENODET) were 
captured by the British in July 1940 and later transferred to the FNFL. They took 
part in raids on Brunerval on February 28, 1942. 

CH.13 (CALAIS) was manned by the FNFL. 

CH.15 (PAIMPOL) was completing in Le Trait in June 1940; she was towed 
to Cherbourg and later to Great Britain where she was seized on July 3, 1940. She 
was later manned by the FNFL. : 

CH.16 was launched just belore the Germans arrived at Le Trait. She was 


towed to Cherbourg and then to Brest; finally sh tled i i a 
on fane 18, 1930. nally she was scuttled in the Groix Road 


CH.41 class—8 ships 


Displacement: 126 tons standard; 160 tons full load 
Dimensions: 37m 
Machinery: 2 MAN Diesels, 2 shafts, 1,100 HP 
<a Speed: 16 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 1,100/13 knots, 500/15 knots 
Armament: 1—75mm, 1—40mm AA, 2—20mm AA, Depth 
charges: 24 
29 (Officer, 1; Men, 28) 


112 


Complement: 


Pro- Com- 
gramme name builder laid down launched pleted 
AUDIERNE Ch. de Normandie 1/5/39 

(ex-CH.41) 

LARMOR Ch. de Normandie 18/9/39 
(ex-CH.42) 

LAVANDOU Ch. de Normandie 23/3/40 
(ex-CH.43) 

CH.44 10/6/40 
CHAS 1941 
CH.46 24/10/42 
CH.47 

CH.48 


Notes: These little ships were specially designed for use in conjunction with 
seaplanes. 

‘H.41 (AUDIERNE), CH.42 (LARMOR) and CH.43 were seized by the 
British in July 1940, Later they were manned by the FNFL and participated in 
the abortive but glorious landing at Dieppe on August 19, 1942. 

Construction of CH.44, 45 and 46 was resumed by the enemy as RA.2, RA.3'and 
RAA respectively. The fate of RA.4 is unknown. CH.47 and 48 were cancelled. 


Ex-US SC type—50 ships 


Displacement: 110 tons standard; 138 tons full load 

Dimensions. 33.70m x 5.70m < 2m 

Machinery: 2 General Motors Diesels, 2 shafts, 1,000 HP 

Speed: 15 knots Gas oil: 15 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,000/10 knots, 1,150/15 knots 

Protection: 

‘Armament: 1—40mm AA, 3—20mm AA, 2 DCT, 1 rack (depth 

charges: 18) 

Complement: 25 (Officer, 1; Men, 24) 

Pro- com- 

gramme name builder laid down launched pleted 
CH.5 (ex-SC.1359) Calderwood 1943 
CH.6 (ex-SC.1331) Rice Bros. 1943 
CH.51 (ex-SC.1336) Rice Bros. 1943 
CH:52 (ex-SC.1335) Rice Bros. 1943 
CH.6l (ex-SC.1345) Rice Bros. 1943 
CH.62 (ex-SC.1344) Rice Bros. 1943 
CH.71 (ex-SC.1337) Rice Bros. 1943 
CH.72 (ex-SC.1346) Rice Bros. 1943 
CH.81 (ex-SC.516) Elizabeth City 1943 

WW.11 J CH.82 (ex-SC.517) Elizabeth City 1943 
CH.83 (ex-SC.519) Vineyard 1943 
CH.84 (ex-SC.529) Mathis Yacht 1943 
CH.85 (ex-SC.507) Mathis Yacht 1943 
CH.91 (ex-SC.649) Delaware Bay 1943 
CIL92 (ex-SC.697) Daytona Beach 1943 
CH.93 (ex-SC.639) Elizabeth City 1943 
CH.94 (ex-SC.977) Simms Bros. 1943 
CH.95 (ex-SC.508) Mathis Yacht 1943 
CH.96 (ex-SC.497) — Westergard 1943 
CH.l01 (ex-SC.524) Mathis Yacht 1943 
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| CH.122 (ex-SC.534) Luders Marine 
WW. 

| 

| 

| 


CH.102 (ex-SC.525) Mathis Yacht 
CH.103 (ex-SC.532) Luders Marine 
CH.104 (ex-SC.533) Luders Marine 
CH.105 (ex-SC.676) W. A. Robinson 
CH.106 (ex-SC.690) Annapolis Yacht 
CH.107 (ex-SC.693) Calderwood 
CH.111 (ex-SC.522) Annapolis Yacht 
CH.112 (ex-SC.503) Rice Bros. 
CH.113 (ex-SC.506) Luders Marine 
CH.114 (ex-SC.526) Mathis Yacht 
CH.115 (ex-SC.530) Westergard 
CH.116 (ex-SC.638) Elizabeth City 
CH.121 (ex-SC.S15) Elizabeth City 


CH.123 (ex-SC.1029) Donovan 
CH.124 (ex-SC.771) Seabrook Yacht 
CH.125 (ex-SC.1043) Rice Bros. 
CH.126 (ex-SC.1044) Rice Bros. 
CH.131 (ex-SC.692) Calderwood 
CH.132 (ex-SC.691) Annapolis Yacht 
CH.133 (ex-SC.695) Daytona Beach 
CH.134 (ex-SC.666) Weaver 

CH.135 (ex-SC.651) Westergard 
CH.136 (ex-SC.1030) Donovan 
CH.141 (ex-SC.770) Seabrook Yacht 
CH.142 (ex-SC.498) Westergard 

© 3 (ex-SC.535) Luders Marine 
CH.144 (ex-SC.655) Westergard 
CH.145 (ex-SC.978) Simms Bros. 
CH.146 (ex-SC.979) Simms Bros. 


AUXILIARY PATROL BOATS 


At the beginning of the war, numbers of small merchant ships and trawlers were 
requisitioned by the French Navy and utilised as auxiliary patrol boats, 

The largest were rated as avisos auxillaires, the others as patrouilleurs. After 
the Armistice, the greater part of these ships returned to their normal duties but 
some were captured and fitted out by the Germans. Those which had taken 


refuge in British ports were seized by the Royal Navy until the cessation of 
hostilities. 


Ex-Merchant ships 

PS CAP CORSE 
GRT: 2444 

Dimensions: 85.20m » 12.53m x 5.75m 

Machinery: Reciprocating, 3,000 HP 


Speed: 15 knots 

Armament: 5—100mm, 3 machine-guns 
P2 CYRNOS 

GRT: 2405 


Dimensions: 85.34m x 12.54m x 5.75m 
Machinery: 2 Diesels, 3,500 HP 
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Speed: 16 knots . 
Armament: 5--100mm, 6 machine-guns. 
PI MARIGOT 
GRT: 048 
Dimensions: 99.24m x 15.99m x 6m 
Machinery: | geared Turbine, 4,000 HP 
Speed: 16.7 knots h 
Armament: 4—100mm, 2 machine-guns 
P.7 PASCAL PAOLI 
GRT: 3,378 
Dimensions: 96m x 14.54m x 5.20m 
Machinery: 2 geared Turbines, 5,300 HP. 
Speed: 17.75 knots ` 
Armament: ` 5--100mm, 2 machine-guns 
P.8 SAMPIERO CORSO 
GRT: 3,823 
Dimensions: 100.50m x 14.63m x 5.40m 
Machinery: 2 geared Turbines, 5,000 HP 
I: 17.75 knots : 
ment: ` $ 100mm, 4—132mm AA, 2 machine-guns 


P. SIDI OBKA 
GRT: 2,884 


Dimensions: 100.76m x 13.13m x 5.60m 

Machinery: Reciprocating, 1,900 HP 

Speed: 15.5 knots | 

Armament: 5—100mm, 6 machine-guns 
P4 VILLE D'AJACCIO 

` 2,443 

82m x 12.53m x 5.75m 

Machinery: Reciprocating, 3,000 HP 

Speed: 15 knots i 

‘Armament: 5—100mm, 2 machine-guns 
Notes: CYRNOS was seized in 1943 and used as a submarine chaser under the 
SG.13 pendant number, She was scuttled at Marseilles. 8/44. me latter 

PASCAL PAOLI and CYRNOS were also seized by the Germans. The latte 

was manned later by Italians and scuttled at La Spezia (15/9/43). The former was 
renamed SG.5. She was scuttled at La Spezia 15/9/43. 


Ex-Coasters 

P.20 BARSAC (1923) 
P21. CERONS (1923) 
P.19 LEOVILLE (1922) 


P.22 SAUTERNES (1922) 
GRT: 1,049 
Dimensions: 65.82m x 9.33m x 4.52m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 800 HP 
: 2 knots | 
po a: h 100mm, 237mm AA, 4 machine-guns, 45 depth charges 


P.26 LISTRAC (1907) 
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P.24 
P.25 


PESSAC (1907) 
GRT: 775 


Dimensions: 60.27m x 8.52m x 3.95m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 600 HP 
Speed: 11.2 knots 
rmament: — i 
vemm jt m, 2—37mm AA, 4 machine-guns, 45 depth charges 
POMEROL (1930) 
GRT: 1,165 
Dimensions: 72.30m x 10.36m x 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 900 HP 
Speed: 12.6 knots 
Armament: ` 4—100mm, 2—37mm AA, 4 machine-guns, 45 depth charges 


4.90m 


Notes: P.20 me wrecked off Vigo (7/1/40). 
2| was shelled and sunk by G he i é 164 
P.22 foundered off Faroe islands (7/12/41). Passes ote Plenn REAO 
P.19 was manned by FNEL. 
The others were manned by RN after 1940. 


Ex-Trawlers 
GRT> 1,000 


P38 


P3 


E 


P.42 


P.41 


MERCEDITA (1934), Bord: 
GRT: 1,162 LM 


Dimensions: 66.62m x 10.52m = 5.90m 
Machinery: Diesel, 1,000 HP 
Speed: 1 2s uou 
rmament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA, 40 depth cha 
JUTLAND (1934), Bordeaux lic 
GRT: 1,160 
Dimensions: 66.30m x 10.94m x 6m 
Machinery: Diesel, 1,000 HP 
Te rue 
rmament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA, 2 machine- 
Dr à A, 2 machine-guns, 40 depth 
MINERVA (1937), Le Havre 
GRT: 1,160 
Dimensions: 6662m x 10.52m x 5. 
Machinery: Diesel, 1,000 Fe E me 
Speed: 12 knots 
rmament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA, 40 
VIKINGS (1935), Fécamp SENIUM 
GRT: 1,150 
Dimensions: 63.69m x 10.53m x m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 925 HP 
Speed: 10 knots 
Armament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA, 40 depth charges 


GROENLAND (1930) 


PRESIDENT HOUDUCE (1930) j Fécamp 
CER 1,179 

imensions: 65,64m x 10.55m X 5.43: 
Machinery: Diesel, 925 HP d 
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Speed: 10 knots . 
Armament: P.40 from 1939 to 1942: 3—100mm, 2—37mm, 4 machine- 
guns, 2 racks 


Dating from 1942: 3—100mm, 2—20mm AA, 4 
machine-guns, 2 racks, 2 Di 


P.43 SERGENT GOUARNE (ex-JACQUES CARTIER) (1928), La Rochelle 
P.45 ARANT BRUN (ex-JEAN BART) (1928), La Rochelle 


P2 


Dimensions: 66.32m x 10m x 5.70m 

Machinery: Reciprocating, 850 HP 

Speed: 11 knots 

Armament: P.43:3--100mm, 2—132mm AA, 4 machine-guns, 24 
depth charges 


P.45: from 1939 to 1942: 3—100mm, 2—3.7mm AA, 4 


machine-guns, 2 racks, 2 Dt 
post 1942: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA, 2—20mm AA 


2—13.2mm AA, 2 racks, 2 DCT 
HEUREUX (1930), St Malo 
GRT: 1,116 
Dimensions: 64.17m x 10.42m x 6.10m 
Machinery: Diesel, 800 HP 


Speed: 10 knots 
Armament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA, 40 depth charges 


> 


P.82 VIVAGEL (ex-SAHIP V, ex-ALFRED VIEU) (1927), Boulogne 


GRT: 1,096 
Dimensions: 63.41m x 10.27m x 5.75m 


Machinery: Reciprocating, 1,250 HP. 
Speed: 10 knots 
Armament: 2—100mm, 2—37mm AA, depth charges 


P.ll CAP NORD (ex-ISLANDE), 1926, Fécamp 


GRT: 1,033 
Dimensions: 64.33m x 10.38m x 6m 


Machinery: Reciprocating, 1,250 HP 
Speed: 10 knots 
Armament: 3—100mm, depth charges 


P.17 CAP FAGNET (ex-LUCIEN FONTAINE) (1926), Fécamp 


GRT: 1,017 
Dimensions: 64.33m x 10.38m x 6m 

Machinery: Reciprocating, 1,250 HP 

Speed: 10 knots 

Armament: 3—100mm, depth charges 


Notes: P.38 was beached off Le Verdon after she had been mined. Salved (7/8/40) 
and paid off (11/12/40). 


uti 


P.37 was derequisitioned (10/40). 
P.42 was laid-off in September 1940. Captured in 1942 by the Germans and 
ilised as subchaser UJ 2209. Lost off Leghorn (16/3/44). 

P.17 and P.28 were paid off. 

P.29 was captured by RN in June 1940. 

P.40 was manned by FNFL. 

P.43 torpedoed German submarine off Alboran (26/3/43). 

P.82 was captured by enemy. Mined off Ile de Ré (31/8/40). 

P.11 was captured by enemy. As UJ 2107 she was sunk by British MTB off 


Sestri Levante. 
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GRT> 800 
P.32 TEMERAIRE II (1926), Le Havre 
GRT: 965 
Dimensions: 64.93m x 9.33m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 850 HP 
Speed: 10.5 knots 
Armament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm, depth charges 
P.15 CLAIRVOYANT (ex-JOSEPH VANDEVALLE) (1922), St Malo 
P.16 HARDI II (ex-JULES BLAY) (1921), St Malo 
P.14 VAILLANT. (EDOUARD WATTEAU) (1922), St Malo 


Dimensions: 60.13m x 10m + 5.40m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 940 HP 
Speed: 10.5 knots 
Armament: 3—100mm 

P.13 VICTORIA (1928), Bordeaux 
GRT: 849 


P.39 REINE DES FLOTS (ex-BOIS ROSE), Fécamp 
GRT: 607 


Dimensions: 52.09m x 8.24m x 4.80m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 750 HP 
Speed: 11.2 knots 
Armament: 2—100mm, 2—37mm AA 
Notes: P.18 was sunk at Mers-El-Kebir (6/7/40). 
P.35 and P.36 were captured in June 1940 by the RN. 
P.39 was captured in June 1940 by RN and later transferred to FNFL. 


GRT> 400 
P.30 CAPITAINE ARMAND (ex-SIMON DUHAMEL) (1920), Boulogne 
GRT: 584 


Dimensions: 52.09m x 824m x 475m 

Machinery: Reciprocating, 750 HP 
j 11.2 knots . 

Péament:… 3 100mm, 2—37mm AA, 2 machine-guns, 24 depth charges 


P.10 CAZOAR (1935), La Rochelle 
GRT: 581 


Dimensions: 48.59m x 9.22m 
Machinery: Diesel, 1,360 HP 

Speed: 15 knots 

Armament: ` 2--100mm, depth charges 


P.34 ASIE (1914), Boulogne 
GRT: 551 


Dimensions: 50,86m x 8.38m x 4,87m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 800 HP. 
Speed: 10.5 knots 

‘Armament: 3— 100mm, 2—31mm AA 


P.95 NOTRE DAME DE FRANCE (1931), Boulogne 
GRT: 433 


Dimensions: 45.96m x 8m x 4.80m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 690 HP 
Speed: 11.5 knots 
Armament: 4—75mm, 4 machine-guns 
Notes: P.10 was utilised by Germans as subchaser. 
P.34 and P.95 were captured by RN in June 1940. 


GRT> 300 
P.6} PETIT POILU (1920), Boulogne 
GRT: 356 


Dimensions: 60.13m x 10m x 5.40m 
Machinery: Diesel, 1,000 HP. 
Speed: 11.9 knots 

Armament: 3—100mm 


Notes: P.15 was captured in 1943. Torpedoed as UJ 6075 by HMS UNTIRING. 
Sunk off Toulon (27/4/44). 

P.16 was captured by Germans and utilised as subchaser UJ 2011 ; fate 
unknown. 

P.13 was shelled and forced to beach north of Fidalah (8/11/42) by British ships. 

P.32 and P.14 were derequisitioned in 1940. 


GRT> 600 
P.18 TERRE-NEUVE (1921), Fécamp 
GRT: 780 


Dimensions: 60.83m x 9.75m x 5.50m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 800 HP 
Speed: 11 knots 
Armament: 2—100mm 
P.36 PATRIE (1920), St Malo 
GRT: 753 
Dimensions: 60.96m » 9.75m » 5.50m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 794 HP 
Speed: 11.5 knots 
Armament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm, 4 machine-guns 
P.12 CAPRICORNE (1921), Bordeaux 
GRT: 742 
Dimensions: 57.08m x 9.02m + 4.50m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 750 HP 
Speed: 10.5 knots 
Armament: 3—100mm 
P.35 ATLANTIQUE (1920), St Malo 


Dimensions: 43.26m * 7.40m 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 600 HP 
Speed: 11 knots 

Armament: 

P.64 DUPERRE (1917), Boulogne 


P.67 MONT CASSEL (1917), Boulogne 


Dimensions S 00m x 8.87m x 5.30m Armament: 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 794 HP P.6 EXCELLENT (ex-WILLIAM LEECH) (1918), Boulogne 
Speed: 11 knots GRT: 336 


Armament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA Dimensions: 44.88m x. 7.26m 
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Machinery: Reciprocating, 600 HP. GRT> 200 
Speed: 10 knots hell 
Armament: 4—15mm, 2—37mm AA P0 LES ILLATES (ex-JONES LYONS) (1917), La Rochelle 
P.90 SAINT PIERRE D'ALCANTARA (ex-MERLU) (1918), Boulogne Dimensions: 38.25m x 7.18m x 5.20m 
P.65 JEAN FREDERIC (ex-JAMES HULBERT) (1919), Boulogne Machinery: Reciprocating, 480 HP 
GRT: 329 Speed: 10 knots 
Dimensions: 42.30m x 7.22m x 4.80m Armament: 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 600 HP P.73 NAZARETH (ex-JACQUES II, ex-WILLIAM CARR) (1918), Boulogne 
Speed: 11 knots GRT: 291 
Armament: 4—75mm, 2—37mm AA Dimensions: 37.69m x 7.02m x 440m 
P.48 AMBROISE PARE (1906), Boulogne Machinery: Reciprocating, 420 HP 
GRT: 326 Speed: 10 knots ue 
Dimensions: 44.30m x 7.08m x 4.30m Armament: 4—75mm, 2—31mm 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 520 HP P.62 ORIENT (1908), Boulogne 
Speed: 11.8 knots GRT: 282 
‘Armament: 237mm AA Dimensions: 42.74m x 6.95m 
JEANNE MARIE (1919), Boulogne Machinery: Reciprocating, 520 HP 
GRT: 314 Speed: 12 knots 
43.41m x 7.22m x 4.20m Armament: 
Reciprocating, 520 HP P.60 SURMULET (1906), Boulogne 
11.5 knots GRT: 253 
Armament: Dimensions: 41.45m x 6.68m > 4.25m 
P.68 PIERRE ANDRE (ex-ROBERT CAHILL) (1921), Boulogne Machinery: Reciprocating, 450 HP 
GRT: 307 Speed: 11 knots 
Dimensions: 42.08m x 7.25m x 4.50m Armament: gus fi 
ee Reciprocating, 600 HP Notte: P.70, Gona, RAMA E and sunk by Allied aircraft at Brest (25/8/44). 
ed: 10 knots 73 was seize ya a " " 
Amants 4 omma, E AR P was manned by Germans as U.1808. Sunk by Allied aircraft off Memel 
i (11/11/44). 
P.47 NOTRE DAME D'ESPERANCE (1919), Boulogne P40, German Navy U.1808. 
Dimensions: 43.21m x 7.25m x 3.75m ili essel achts 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 575 HP Sailing Vessel and Y: 
Speed: 12 knots P.140 EROS (Yacht 
Armament: 3—100mm, 2—37mm AA OR Se 
P.46 AIGLON (1907) Machinery: Diesels, 1,500 HP 
ERI 205 Speed: 12 knois 
Dimensions: 45m x 7m. names T- 
Taceo: Peoc Ss HP. P.100 MURAD (Sailing vessel) 
Armament: 2—100mm, 2—37mm AA OAT MM 
EO MOURRE (OS Boulogne. Machinery: 1 auxiliary Diesel, 140 HP 
RT: d: i 
Dimensions: 43.29m x 6.98m x 3.45m Jhpament: 1—15mm, 137mm, 1 machine-gun 
Machinery: Reciprocating, 520 HP Note: MURAD was wrecked off Lebanon coast. 
Speed: 12 knots 


£ P98 L'ALPHEE (ex-Yacht NIMET ALLAH) 
E Abp MGK 3 er Displacement: 1,060 tons 
Notes: P.69 captured in 1940 by Germans, she became U.1804. 


Dimensions: 71.2m x 9.6m x 4m 
P.90 was captured in 1942 by Germans, she became U.201. Machinery: Diesels 
P.65 was seized by RN. Sunk by German aircraft off Start Point (5/5/41), Speed: 14 knots 
P.48, 68, 47 and 46 were also seized by the British. Armament: 1—15mm, 2 machine-guns 
P.49 scuttled at Brest (18/6/40). Refloated by the enemy; fate unknown. Note: She became the German subchaser UJ.6073. 
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The French Navy also requisitioned three small boats belonging to Air France: 


AIR-FRANCE T, AIR-FRANCE III and AIR-FRANCE IV. They were 
renamed P.126, P.128 and P.129. 
T: 480 


Dimensions: 59.55m x 7.18m x 2.50m 
Machiner) 2 Diesels, 1,350 HP 
Speed: 15.8 knots 


in 1939: 1—100mm 
fs 1941: 1—75mm, 2—13.5mm AA, 6 machine-guns 
Armament:  P.1264 in March 1944: 1—75mm, 1—25mm AA, 2 DCT 
at the end of 1944: 1—75mm, 1—20mm AA 
Oerlikon, 2 DCT 


HARBOUR DEFENCE MOTOR LAUNCHES 
Ex-British HDLM class—25 ships 


Displacement: 40 tons standard; 52 tons full load 

Dimensions. 21.60m x 4.65m x 1.80m 

Machinery 2 Gardner or Thornycroft Diesels, 2 shafts, 300 HP 
Speed: 12 knots 
Gas oil: 6.2 tons 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,200/10 knots 

Protection. 


Armament. 


1—20mm AA, 4 machine-guns, PALMYRE and 

BAALBECK had a 47mm gun 

Complement: 8 

Pro- 

gramme name builder 
VP.1 (ex-HDML.1249) 
VP.2 (ex-HDML.1138) 
VP.3 (ex-HDML.1223) 
VP.4 (ex-HDML.1240) 
VP.5 (ex-HDML.1166) 
VP.6 (ex-HDML.1228) 
VP.7 (ex-HDML.1133) 
VP.8 (ex-HDML.1132) 
VP.9 (ex-HDML.1124) 
VP.10 (ex-HDML.1250) 
VP.11 (ex-HDML.1152) 
VP.12 (ex-HDML.1225) 
VP.13 (ex-HDML.1142) 
VP.14 (ex-HDML 1136) 
VP.15 (ex-HDML.1144) 
VP.16 (ex-HDML 1139) 
VP21 (ex-HDML.1072) 
VP.23 (ex-HDML.1141) 
BAALBECK (VP.31) 
(ex-HDML.1166) 
PALMYRE (VP.32) 
(ex-HDML.1143) 
VP.41 (ex-HDML.1425) 
VP.42 (ex-HDML. 1457) 


laid com- 
down launched pleted 
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[JLC Coll. 


Harbour defence motor launch VP4. 


EX-BRITISH MOTOR LAUNCHES 


In the spring of 1941 the British Navy transferred the following four motor 
launches to the FNFL: ML.123, ML.245, ML.246 and ML.247. They were 
renamed SAINT-RONAN, SAINT-GUENOLE, SAINT-YVES and SAINT- 
ALAIN respectively. They were incorporated in a British Flotilla and during the 
following winter escorted numerous convoys along the Channel coast—a 
monotonous but vital task. 

At the beginning of 1942 a second batch of four ships was delivered: SEIN 


(ML.182, MOLENE (ML.205), BENIGUET (ML.269) and OUESSANT 
(ML.303). 


These eight motor launches composed the entirely French 20th Flotilla; the 


unit was changed in August 1942 to become the 23rd MTB Flotilla (see Motor 
Torpedo Boats, p.127). 


REQUISITIONED HARBOUR DEFENCE 
LAUNCHES 


At the beginning of the war the French Navy requisitioned 86 trawlers. They 
were fitted out as light minesweepers and harbour defence launches: they carried 
the pendant prefix letters VP followed by a number. 


COASTAL MINESWEEPERS 
Ex-US YMS type—31 ships 


Displacement: 203 tons standard; 325 tons full load 
Dimensions. 41.45m (oa) x 7.47m + 3.65m 
Machine) 2 Diesels, 800 HP 

Speed: 12 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,500/12 knots 


( D.332 (ex-YMS.18) 

D.333 (ex-YMS.27) 

D.334 (ex-YMS.33) 

D.335 (ex-YMS.29) 

D.336 (ex-YMS.64) 

D.337 (ex-YMS.63) 

WW.114 D.388 err MTS 
D. 


D355 (ex-YMS.208) 
| D.356 (ex-YMS.227) 


Herreshoff 
Greenport Basin 
Hiltebrant 
Greenport Basin 
Gibbs Gas Engine 
Gibbs Gas Engine 
Rice Bros. 
Greenport Basin 
Greenport Basin 
Greenport Basin 
Robert Jacob 
Robert Jacob 
Frank L. Sample 


Armament: 1—70mm AA, 2—20mm AA, 2—13mm AA 
Complement: 30 (Officers, 2; Men, 28) 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
D.202(ex-YMS.77) Stadium (Cleveland) 
D.301 (ex-YMS.169) Dachel-Carter 


D.311 (ex-YMS.36) 


) 

D.313 (ex-YMS.58) 

.314 (ex-YMS.226) 
.315 (ex-YMS.28) 
.316 (ex-YMS.37) 
1.317 (ex-YMS.13) 

318 (ex-YMS.78) 

E 

E 


oD 


Ww.il 
21 (ex-YMS.86) 
22 (ex-YMS.16) 

.323 (ex-Y MS.62) 

324 (ex-YMS.43) 

325 (ex-Y MS.82) 

25 (ex-YMS.63) 

3. 


000900 


27 (ex-Y MS.20) 
31 (ex-YMS.55) 


goggc 


Gibbs Gas Engine 
Gibbs Gas Engine 
Gibbs Gas Engine 
Frank L. Sample 
Greenport Basin 
Hiltebrant 

Rice Bros. 

Stadium (Cleveland) 
Hiltebrant 

Rice Bros. 

Gibbs Gas Engine 
Wheeler 

Stadium (Cleveland) 
Stadium (Cleveland) 
Greenport Basin 
Gibbs Gas Engine 
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i in 1944. 
: These coastal minesweepers were transferred from the US Navy in 
DAOL SI, 312 and 371-373 were originally numbered D.201, D.211, D.213 
and D.271-D.273. p 
The D.302 (excYMS.77) was sunk by a mine in October 1944. 


Ex-British MMS type—14 ships 


s| À (A) 163 tons standard; 200-210 tons full load 
TE (B) 354 tons standard; id tons full load 

ir ions: (A) 37.50m x 6.86m x 3m 
SRE (B) 42.62m x 7.92m x 3.71m | 
Machinery: Generally 1 Harland & Wolff Diesel 


Speed: 11 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,500/11 knots 


Armament: 2” 13mm AA, 4 machine-guns 

o iiia 18 (Officers, 2; Men, 16) ‘aia — 

gramme name builder down launched pleted 
(A) D.36l ex-D.241 


(ex-MMS.21) 
D.362 ex-D.242 
(ex-MMS.184) 
D.363 ex-D.251 
(ex-MMS.47) 
D.364 ex-D.252 
(ex-MMS.9) 
D.365 ex-D.261 
(ex-MMS.116) 
D.366 ex-D.262 
(ex-MMS.118) 
D.367 ex-D.291 
(ex-MMS.133) 
D.368 ex-D.292 
(ex-MMS.134) 

(B) D.341 (ex-MMS.1039) 
D.342 (ex-MMS.1032) 
D.343 (ex-MMS.1024) 
D.344 (ex-MMS.1040) 
D.345 (ex MMS.1033) 

Notes: None were transferred from the Royal Navy during 
944-45. 
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A coastal minesweeper (ex-US YMS type). TLC Coll. 


Auxiliary minesweeper AD 85 NOTRE DAME DE LORETTE. 


AUXILIARY MINESWEEPERS 


At the beginning of the war the French Navy requisitioned a great many fishing 
trawlers for minesweeping duties. They all had a pendant designation beginning, 
with the letters AD, followed by a number. Their displacement varied from 50-250 
tons and armament differed between the vessels. Wooden trawlers were equipped 
for detecting magnetic mines when this weapon appeared. 

Tt is not possible in this small book to give the names of all the ships. However, 
they played a great and glorious part in the fighting in the North and suffered 
heavy losses. A list of these will be found in the War Losses section on page 169. 

Five sca-rescue vessels had also been purchased from Air France and fitted out 
for minesweeping duties, they were: 

PRIMEVERE (450 tons) FAUVETTE II (315 tons) CAP COURONNE 

JEAN RIGAUD COLONEL CASSE 

The FAUVETTE II was scuttled at Toulon. 


MOTOR TORPEDO BOATS 


In 1939 the French Navy possessed a small number of motor torpedo boats. 


VTB 8, 10, 11 and 12 


These little ships were built by Chantiers et Ateliers de la Loire and Silbur Meulan. 
Displacement: 28 tons 


Length: 20m 
Engines: 2 Lorraine, 2,200 HP 
Speed: 45 knots 


Armament: 2 DAR 400mm torpedoes, 2 DARNE 7.5mm machine-guns, 
6—35kg depth charges 
VTB.11 and VTB.12 took part in operations in the Channel. They were seized 
by the British in July 1940 and renamed MGB.98 and MGB.99 respectively, The 
former was sunk at Gosport during a bombardment in March 1941 and the latter 
was struck off the rolls in 1945. 


VTB 13 and 14 


Were of the same type and had only just begun building in 1940; they were 
dismantled on the slipway. 


VTB 15 to VTB 22 


The order for these ships was cancelled while the results of trials on VTB.11 and 
VTB.12 were being studied. 


VTB 23 to VTB 40 


These were ordered from the British Power Boat Company. 

Displacement: 20 tons 

Speed: 45 knots 

Armament: 4—400mm torpedo tubes, 2—13.2mm Hotchkiss machine- 

guns, 8—35kg depth charges 
Only VTB.23-28 were ready in time to participate in the Channel operations; 

they were taken over by the Royal Navy at Hythe in July 1940 and later com- 
missioned by the British as M.A,/SB.50-53 and then as MGB.50-53. The 
VTB.27, which had not completed her trials in July 1940 was also seized by the 
British and reclassed as M.A./SB.54 and then MGB.54. The remaining MTBs 
were not delivered to the French Navy. 
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MTBs 
At the end of 1942 the British transferred eight Vosper-type MTBs (MTB.90, 
91, 92, 94, 96, 98, 227 and 239) to the FNFL: 

Displacement: 60 tons full load 

Dimensions: 21.30m < 5.5m x 1.85m 

Engines. 3 Packard, 3,600 HP 

Speed: 42 knots 

Armament: = 2—533mm torpedo tubes, 1—20mm Oerlikon gun, 2 heavy 
machine-guns, 2 light ‘machine-guns, 2—200kg depth 
charges 

Compleme 14 (Officers, 2; Men, 12) 

These little ships which formed the 23rd Flotilla, together with their British 
sister ships and MGBs attacked enemy coastal traffic in the Channel and North 
Sea. Many enemy ships were sunk or badly damaged. They also took part in 
special missions to France and other occupied countries. 


RIVER GUNBOATS 


Tourane class—2 ships 


Displacement: 95 tons standard 

Dimensions. 35m (oa) x 5.35m x 0.90m 

Machine 1 Diesel, ] shaft, 250 HP 
Speed: 10 knots 

s: 500/10 knots 


Radius in Nautical Mil 


Armament: 1—75mm, 1—37mm AA, 2 machine-guns, 1 mortar 

Complement: 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
TOI Saigon DY 1931 1933 1934 
MYTHO Saigon DY 1931 1933 1934 


Notes: The TOURANE was scuttled in the Donnai (Cochinchina) during the 
Japanese attack on March 9, 1945. 
MYTHO was scuttled in the Mekong delta just before the Japanese assault. 


Francis Garnier—1 ship 


639 tons standard. 

62.50m x 10.30m x 2.20m 

2 Du Temple boilers, 2 reciprocating, 2 shafts, 
3200 HP 


Speed: 15 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Protection: light against bullets 
Armament: 1—100mm, 1—75mm AA, 2—37mm, 2 machine-guns 
Complement: 103 Men 


Displacement: 
Dimensions: 
Machinery: 


Name builder laid down launched completed 
FRANCIS GARNIER Ch. Navals Francais 1926 12/27 


Notes: This river gunboat was scuttled in Indo-China on March 9, 1945. 


Doudart-de-Lagrée class—2 ships 


Displacement: 201 tons standard 
Dimensions: 54.40m x 7m x 1.40m 
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Machinery: 2 Fouché boilers, 2 reciprocating, 2 shafts, 900 HP 
Coal: 75 tons 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Protection: light against bullets 
Armament: 2—75mm, 2—37mm 
Complement: 59 (Officers, 4; Men, 55) 


Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
DOUDART-DE- A. Ch. de Bretagne 1909 
LAGREE 
BALNY A. Ch. de Bretagne 6/4 1920 
Notes: These two river gun boats were assigned to duty on the Yangtse-Kiang 
river. The former was phased out in 1939 and the latter at Tchoung-King in 1940. 


CDT Bourdais class—2 ships 


128 tons standard 

43.30m (oa) x 5.25m x 2.50m 

2 Normand boilers, 1 reciprocating, 1 shaft, 1,300 HP 
Speed: 16.5 knots 

Coal: 28 tons 


Displacement: 
Dimensions. 
Machinery: 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 1—75mm 
Complement: 31 Men 
Programme name builder. 
CDT BOURDAIS 
(ex-C.111) 
AVALANCHE 1920 
(ex-C.112) 


Notes: These were ex-old subchasers utilised as river gun boats in Indo-China. 
CDT BOURDAIS yas scuttled at Haiphong on March 9, 1945 just before the 
Japanese attack. 
AVALANCHE was shelled and sunk at My-Tho on March 9, 1945 by the 
AMIRAL CHARNER to avoid her capture by the Japanese. 


laid down launched completed 
1920 


Argus—2 ships 

Displacement: 218 tons standard. 

Dimensions: 51.80m (oa) x 7.20m x 1.20m 

Machinery: 2 boilers, 2 reciprocating, 2 shafts, 600 HP 

Speed: 12 knots 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 

Protection: light against bullets 

Armament 2 75mm, 2—37mm, 4 machine-guns 

Complement: 42 Men 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
ARGUS Toulon DY 1922 
VIGILANTE Toulon DY 1922 


Notes: ARGUS was not commissioned, although she was at Haiphong in 1940, 
She was scrapped in 1941. 
VIGILANTE was scuttled at Haiphong on March 9, 1945, 
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Se ee eee eee 


River gunboats TOURANE and MYTHO at Haiphong. 


River gunboat AVALANCHE. 


[ULC Coll. 


[ULC Coll 


[ILC Coll. 


River gunboat ARGUS. 


[ECA 


Surveying vessel AMIRAL MOUCHEZ. 


SURVEYING VESSELS 
Amiral Mouchez 


Displacement : 719 tons standard; 970 tons full load 
Dimensions: 62m (oa) x 10.60m x 3.90m 
Machinery. 1 Sulzer Diesel, 2 shafts, 800 HP 


Speed: 13 knots. 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 3,400/13 knots, 5,000/11 knots 


Armament. 2—100mm (1 x 2), 4—20mm AA, 2—13.2mm AA, 
4 DCT, 2 racks (32 depth charges) 

Complement 91 (Officers, 4; Men, 87) 

Pro- laid com- 

gramme name builder down launched pleted 

1932 AMIRAL MOUCHEZ Cherbourg DY 3/8/36 — 1937 


Notes: This ship was fitted out as an escort vessel during the war. She was 
incorporated in the French Naval Task Force in 1944 and fought German 
shipping in the Atlantic. 


Le Goeland class—6 ships 


Displacement. ] 
Dimensions. 

Machinery: 
Radius in 
Armament: 
Complement: 


loutical Milet No details available. 


Programme name 
LE GOELAND 
LE PELICAN 
1938 LE CORMORAN 
LA MOUETTE 
L'IBIS 
LE BENGAZI 
Notes: These six small survey vessels did not commence building. 


President Theodore Tissier 


Displacement: 965 tons standard; 1,240 tons full load 
Dimensions: 50m (oa) x 8.75m » 4.80m 
Machinery 1 M.A.N. Diesel, 1 shaft, 800 HP. 
Speed: 11 knots 
Fuel oil: 250 tons 


Radius in Nautical Miles: This survey ship had a remarkable radius, equal to 100 
days continuously at 10 knots 


Armament. 

Complement: 

Pro- 

gramme name builder laid down launched completed 
PRESIDENT Worms 1933 


THEODORE TISSIER 
183 


Notes: The PRESIDENT THEODORE TISSIER was at St Valery-en-Caux 
during the unsuccessful attempt to evacuate the Allied forces trapped there from 
June 11-13, 1940. She was seized by the British on July 3, 1940 and later manned 
by the FNEL. 


Chimére (ex-tug Zelée)—1 ship 


Displacement: 613 tons 
Dimensions: 48.15m 
Machinery: Reciprocating engine, 1 shaft, 900 HP 
Speed: 12 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 
Complement: 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
CHIMÈRE 1901 


Notes: This old survey ship was scrapped just after the beginning of the war. 


Lapérouse—1 ship 


Displacement: 781 tons standard 


Dimensions: 63.60m x 8.50m x 5.50m 

Machinery: 1 drum type boiler, 1 reciprocating engine, 1 shaft, 
1,100 HP 
Speed: 11 knots 


Fuel oil: 132 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 1—75mm 

Complement: 104 Men 

Programme name. builder laid down launched completed 
LAPÉROUSE Brest DY 21/11/19 — 1920 


Notes: An ex-Navy transport of the Coétlogon class, this ship was lengthened 
prior to beginning survey duties. She was fitted with a new boiler in 1938. She was 
ea the Cantho river (Indo-China) on March 13, 1945, when the Japanese 
attacked. 


Astrolabe class—5 ships 


Displacement: 315 tons standard; 460 tons full load 
Dimensions 43.50m x 7.30m - 3.60m 
Machinery: 2 boilers, reciprocating engine, 1 shaft, 450 HP 
Speed: 10 knots 
Coal: 120 tons 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 2—47mm (1 x 2) 

Complement: 32 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
ASTROLABE 1918 
GASTON RIVIER 1918 
OCTANT 1918 
ESTAFETTE 1918 
SENTINELLE 1920 
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Notes: These little ships were fitted out as patrol boats during the war. 
ASTROLABE was sunk by US aircraft at Tourane (Indo-China) on 
February 24, 1944. 
OCTANT was sunk by aircraft from Task Force 438 on January 12, 1945. 
GASTON RIVIER was at Dunkirk and was later seized by the British. 
ESTAFETTE was disabled by the USS TILLMANN on November 8, 1942 
and forced to beach at Boaznika (Morocco), 
SENTINELLE was in North Africa when the Allies invaded the country. 


ARMED MERCHANT CRUISERS 


In September 1939, the French Navy requisitioned five passenger ships and six 
fruit ships, commissioning them as auxiliary cruisers. 

Their armament generally comprised 138mm guns of the 1924-7 model, or 
150mm guns from ex-German light cruisers which had been incorporated into 
the French Navy after World War I. This armament varied between the ships, 
according to their size and the solidity of their decks. 


Ex-Passenger Ships 
X.01 ARAMIS 
GRT: 17,537 


Dimensions: 165.40m X 21.20m x 8.65m 
Machinery: Diesel engines, 14,700 HP—two shafts 
Speed: 14 knots 
Armament: 8—138mm, 2—75mm AA, 2—31mm AA 
This passenger ship was derequisitioned in Indo-China in 1940. Later she was 
captured by the Japanese and sunk as TEILA MARU by USN submarine 
RASHER. 


X.17 EL DJEZAIR 
GRT: 5,7 


Dimensions: 118.88m x 16.40m x 5.52m 
Machinery: 2 geared Turbines, 12,000 HP 
Speed: 22.75 knots 
Armament: ` 7--138mm (1 x 7), 2—75mm AA, 4—13,2mm AA (2 x 2), 
4 machine-guns 
This ship took part in the Norwegian campaign but was released from duty in 
1940-41 (see War Losses, p. 168, for her later fate). 


X.10 COLOMBIE 
GRT: 


13,390 

Dimensions: 147.73m x 20.31m x 7m 

Machinery: 2 geared Turbines, 8,800 HP 

Speed: 16.75 knots 

Armament: 7—150mm (1 x 7), 2—75mm AA, 2—37mm AA, 4— 
13.2mm AA (2 x 2) 


X.16 EL KANTARA 
GRT: 5,079 
Dimensions: 116.35m x 16.4m x 68m 
Machinery: 2 geared Turbines, 8,000 HP 
Speed: 21 knots 
Armament: 7—138mm, 2—75mm AA, 2—37mm AA 
This ship took part in the Norwegian campaign but was released from war duty 
in 1940 or 1941 (see War Losses, page 168, for her later fate). 
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X.06 EL MANSOUR 


GRT: 5,818 
Dimensions: 117.98m x 16.47m x 5.51m 
Speed: 22 knots 


Armament: 7—138mm (1 x 7), 2—75mm AA, 4—13.2mm AA (2 x 2), 
4 machine-guns 


X05 VILLE eco 
GRT: 10,1 
Dimensions: 140. Pm x 19.26m x 6.56m 
Machinery: Reciprocating engine, 18,000 HP 
Speed: 23 knots 
Armament: $—138mm, 2 machine-guns 


X.04 ROUES 
$7 


Danes 130m x 17,80m x 7.28m 

Machinery: 2 geared Turbines, 8,000 HP 

Speed: 18 knots 

Armament: 8—138mm (1 x 8), 1—37mm AA, 1—25mm AA, 12— 
13.2mm AA, 4 machine-guns 


X.19 BARFLEUR 
GRT: 3,100 
Dimensions: 102.6m x 13.9m x 5.75m 
Machinery: Diesel 
Speed: 16 knots 
Armament: 1939-41: 7—150mm (1 x 7), 2—75mm AA, 4—37mm AA, 
8 machine-guns. 
1943-45: 2—150mm (1 x 2), 2—75mm AA, 6—20mm AA 
22 < 2), 2--75mm AA, 6—20mm AA, 


This auxiliary cruiser was in commission until 1945. Her armament was 
removed at the end of that year and she was later employed as a transport ship. 


X3 ped DES PAL MES 


Dimensions: 102 30m > 13.43m x 5.50m 

Machinery: | Diesel, 4,500 HP 

Speed: 17.5 knots 

Armament: 1941-42: 2—90mm guns 
1 2), 12—20mm AA, 6—533 


orpedo 


This ship was captured by the Royal Navy in 1942 and re-armed with British 

weapons in 1943 

X.21 ESTEREL 
GRT. 3,100 

Dimensions: 9.150m x 13.9m x 5.7m 

Machinery: 1 Diesel, 3,700 HP. 


‘Speed: 15.5 knots 
Armament: 7—138mm (1 x 7), 2—75mm and a number of 13.2mm AA 
machine-guns 


This auxiliary cruiser was released from duty in 1940 (see War Losses, p. 168, 
for her later fate). 
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X20 QUERCY 
GRT: 


3,100 
Dimensions: 98.50m x 13.20m x 5.2m 
Machine 1 Diesel, 3,700 HP 


Speed: 15.5 knots 

Armament: Similar to ESTEREL but in 1941 was re-armed with 3— 
138mm, 8—37mm AA and 10 machine-guns and later 
with only 1—138mm, 2--37mm AA and 8—20mm AA. 


Armed merchant cruiser QUERCY. She was in commission until 1947. 


X.11 CHARLES PLUMIER 
GRT: 500 
Dimensions: 114.50m x 15.80m x 5.9m 
Machinery: Diesel, 5200 HP. 


Speed: 17 knots 
Armament: 7—150mm (1 x 7), 2—75mm, 2—37mm AA, 4 machine- 
guns 


This auxiliary cruiser was released from duty in 1940. 
X. BOUGAINVILLE (ex-VICTOR SCOELCHER) 
GRT: 4,500 


Dimensions: 114.50m x 15.80m x 5.9m 
Machinery: Diesel, 5,200 HP. 
Speed: 17 knots 
Armament: 7—138mm (1 x 7), 2—75mm AA, 2—37mm AA 
Renamed BOUGAINVILLE in honour of the first class sloop of that name 
sunk at Libreville, she was destroyed by British ships and aircraft at Diego 
Suarez on May 5, 1942. 
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SUBMARINE DEPOT SHIP 
Jules Verne—1 ship 


Displacement: 4,347 tons standard; 6,340 tons full load 
Dimensions 122m (oa) x 17.20m < 6.75m 
Machinery 2 Sulzer Diesels, 2 shafts, 7,000 HP. 


Speed: 16 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 12,000/15 knots, 18,500/11 knots 


Armament mm AA (1x4) 4—37mm AA (1 x 4), 8 
machine-guns 


Complement: 286 (Officers, 12; Men, 274) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
1/8/26 JULES VERNE Lorient DY 1929 1931 1932 


Notes: The JULES VERNE was equipped for the supply and maintenance ofa 
flotilla of six submarines, with accommodation for their personnel of 265 in 
addition to the ship's company. She was in service at Bizerte (November 1940), 
Dakar (March 1941), western Mediterranean (January 1944) and was later 
employed as a transport ship. 


Submarine depot ship JULES VERNE. 


MINELAYERS 
Pollux—1 ship 


Displacement: 2,461 tons standard 

Dimensions. 64.20m (oa) « 15.50m x 6m 

Machinery: ylindrical boilers, triple expansion engine, 2 shafts, 
4,000 HP 
Speed: 14 knots 
Coal: 367 tons 

8 knots, 1,470/14 knots 
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Radius in Nautical Miles. 


Minelayer POLLUX. 
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Armament: 4—100mm (1 x 4), 2—37mm AA, 236 mines 


Complement: 162 (Officers, 5; Men, 157) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
POLLUX Swan Hunter 1917 1918 


Notes: The ex-Russian ice-breaker ILYA MUROMETZ, this vessel was con- 
verted into a minelayer by Lorient Dockyard during 1928-29. She was used for 
minelaying operations in the Channel and North Sea from September 1939 and 
June 1940, On July 3, 1940 she was seized by the British and converted into a 
training ship: she was returned to the French Navy in June 1946. 


Castor—1 ship 


Displacemen 3,150 tons standard 

Dimensions: 75.20m x 17.30m x 640m 

Machinery: 6 S.E. boilers, 3 sets of triple expansion engines, 2 
shafts, 6,400 HP 
Speed: 14.5 knots 


Coal: 686 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 2,300/14.3 knots, 4,500/10 knots 
Armament: 4—100mm (1 x 4), 2—37mm AA (1 x 2), 368 mines 
Complement: 167 (Officers, 5; Men, 162) 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
CASTOR Swan Hunter 1916 1916 1917 


Notes: The ex-Russian ice-breaker KOZNA-MININ, this vessel was converted 
into a minelayer by Lorient Dockyard during 1928-29. Disarmed after the 
Armistice she was seized by the Germans at Bizerte on December 8, 1942 and 
scuttled in that port on May 6, 1943. 


NETLAYER 

Le Gladiateur—1 ship 

Displacement: 1,858 tons standard; 2,293 tons full load 

Dimension: 113m x 12.70m x 3.50m 

Machinery: 2 Indret boilers, 2 Parsons geared Turbines, 2 shafts, 


6,000 HP 
Speed: 18 knots 
Fuel oil, 399 tons 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 


‘Armament: 4—90mm AA (1 x 4), 6 machine-guns 
Complement: 132 Men 

Pro- 

gramme name builder laid down launched completed 
1929-30 LE GLADIATEUR Lorient DY 1932 10/4/33 — 1935 


Notes: LE GLADIATEUR was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. She 
was refloated by the enemy on March 30, 1943 but was later sunk by bombs. 


TARGET VESSEL 
L’Impassible—1 ship 


Displacement: 2,410 tons 

Dimensions: 100m x 2m x 4m 

poss name ° builder laid down launched completed 
L'IMPASSIBLE Lorient DY 3/37 6/39 5/40 


Notes: This ship had not completed building at Lorient when she sailed for 
Great Britain where she took refuge during the war. She was not commissioned 
by the Royal Navy and was returned in 1946 when she was towed to Brest. Her 
building was not resumed and she was later used as a breakwater at Mers-el- 
Kebir. 


LITTLE SEAPLANE SUPPORT SHIPS 
Petrel class—8 ships (numbered from 1 to 8) 


Displacement: 80 tons 

Dimension 26.20m x 4.35m x 0.95m 

Machinery 1 Diesel, 1 shaft, 270 HP 
Speed: 11.5 knots 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 
Complement: 


Notes: These eight small ships were employed as seaward defence launches or 
patrol boats. 


SEAPLANE TENDERS 
Sans Souci class—4 ships 


Displacement: 1,372 tons standard; 1,500 tons normal; 2,100 tons 
full load 


imensions: 95m (oa) x 11.76m x 3.20m 
Manes 2 Sulzer Diesels, 2 shafts, 4,200 HP 
Speed: 16 knots 
Gas oil: 230-240 tons 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 7,000/15 knots, 12,000/10 knots 


Armament: As designed, 1—75mm (see notes) 

Complement: 

E name builder — laid down launched completed 
SANS SOUCI 
SANS PEI 

1937 SANS PAREIL Penhoët 1940 see notes see notes 


SANS REPROCHE 
(ex-SANS CRAINTE) 


Notes: These four ships were laid down as seaplane tenders. They were still 
building when the Germans captured them. Their construction was resumed and 
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they were renamed URANUS (ex-SANS SOUCI), SATURNUS (ex-SANS 
REPROCHE), JUPITER (ex-SANS PAREIL), and MERKUR (ex-SANS 
PEUR). They were reclassed as schnell geleiboote (fast escorts). 

SATURNUS was sunk by bombs in the Gironde river in January 1944. 

JUPITER was sunk by aircraft off Yeu Island on August 6, 1944. 

The construction of the other two was almost finished when France was 
liberated and they were completed as survey vessels and renamed BEAUTEMPS- 
BEAUPRE and LAPEROUSE respectively. Their armament was 2—105mm 
1 x 2) of German type, 4—40mm AA (4 x 1) and 4—20mm AA guns. 


OILERS 

La Dordogne—1 ship 

Displacement: 7,333 tons standard; 15,160 tons deadweight 
Dimensions: 161.54m x 20.40m = 8.80m 

Machinery: Reciprocating engine, 4,150 HP 


Speed: 11.7 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 

Complement: 80 Men 

Programme name. builder laid down launched completed 
LA DORDOGNE Armstrong 1914 


(ex-SAN ISIDORO) 
Notes: This old tanker was scuttled at Brest on June 18, 1940; she was already on 
the disposal list. 


La Garonne—1 ship 
Displacement: 3,533 tons. 

g: 120m x 15.40m x 8.30m 
Reciprocating engine, 2,600 HP 
Speed: 11 knots 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 2—100mm (1 x 2) 

Complement: 65 Men 

Programme name builder laiddown launched completed 
LA GARONNE 1912 


Notes: LA GARONNE was scuttled at Toulon on November 27, 1942. She was 
refloated by the Germans on April 21, 1944 and sunk by them to block the north 
side of Toulon harbour on June 20, 1944. 


Le Loing—1 ship 


Displacement: 3,481 tons standard: 9,900 tons full load 
Dimensions: 15345m x 15.40m = 7,60m 
Machinery: 2 Burmeister & Wain Diesels, 4,100 HP 


Speed: 13.5 knots 
2—100mm (1 x 2), 2—75mm AA (1 x 2) 
70 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 
Complement: 
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Programme name builder laid down launched completed 

LE LOING Ch, Seine Maritime 4/4/27 1928 
Notes: This oiler was voluntarily damaged in La Pallice Roads on June 18,1940. 
She vid captured by the Germans (WANGERLAND) and scuttled at Nantes 
in 1944. 


Rhóne—1 ship 

Displacemen 2,785 tons 

Dimension: 112.47m (oa) x 13.70m x 7.60m 

Machinery Reciprocating engine, 1 shaft, 2,100 HP. 
Speed: 11 knots 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 

Complement: 57 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
RHÔNI 1910 


Notes: This old oiler was torpedoed and sunk by the German vessel U.37 off 
Cap Juby on December 19, 1940. 


Aube class—3 ships 


Displacement: 1,055 tons 
Dimensions: 74m x 11.58m x 4.30m 
Machinery Breguet Turbines, 1,100 HP 


Speed: 10 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 1,580/10 knots 


‘Armament: 75mm AA (1 x 2) 

Complement: 70 

Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
AUBE Lorient DY 1920 
LA DURANCE Lorient DY 1920 
LA RANCE Lorient DY 1921 

Notes: LA DURANCE and LA RANCE were scuttled at Toulon on November 

„ 1942. 


LA DURANCE was refloated on May 7, 1943 and her wreck was found at 
La Seyne in August 1944. 

LA RANCE was refloated by the enemy on May 30, 1943 and towed to 
Marseilles on July 31, 1944 where she was scuttled. 

AUBE was renamed DROME on May 10, 1940 and was damaged by bombs 
at Bari in December 1943. 


Le Mekong class—4 ships 


Displacement: 5,482 tons standard; 15,150 tons full load 
Dimensions; 139m (oa) x 18.80m x 7.90m (mean) 
Machinery: 2 Burmeister & Wain Diesels, 4,850 HP 


Speed: 13.5 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 


Armament: 2—100mm (1 x 2), 2—37mm AA (1 2) 
Complement: 75 
Programme name builder laid down launched completed 
LE MEKONG Penhoët 31/8/28 1929 
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Oiler GARONNE. 
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Oiler ELORN. [JLC Coll. 


LE NIGER Ch. Maritime 14/3/30 1930 
du Sud Ouest 
ELORN Deutsche Werft 1930 1931 
Hambourg 
VAR Deutsche Werft 1931 1932 
Hambourg 
Notes: ELORN and VAR were built in Germany as part reparation for World 
War I losses. 


LE NIGER was set ablaze by bombs at Dunkirk on May 21, 1940, 


Nivose—1 ship 


Displacement: 
Dimensions: 


8,500 tons standard: 14,160 tons deadweight 
142.34m (oa) x 18.8m x 8.75m 

Quadruple expansion, 1 shaft, 3,400 HP 
Speed: 11 knots 


Radius in Nautical Miles: 
146 


Armament: 2—100mm (1 « 2), 2—37mm AA (2 1) 
Complement: 
Programme name builder. 


NIVOSE 


Deutsche Werft 


laid down launched completed 
1931 1932 


Notes: This oiler was purchased in 1934. She was torpedoed by German aircraft 


off Tenes on November 11, 1943. 


L'Adour class—6 ships 

Displacement: 4,220 tons standard; 7,400 tons deadweight 
Dimensions: 132m (oa) x 16m x 6.20m 

Machinery: 2 boilers, 2 Parsons geared Turbines, 1 shaft, 5,200 HP 


Speed: 15 knots 
Radius in Nautical Miles: 10,000/10 knots 


Armament: 

Complement: 

Pro- 

gramme name 

18/8/36 L'ADOUR 

1936 LE LOT 

1937 LE TARN 
LA CHARENTE 

1938 LA MAYENNE 
LA BAISE 


2—100mm (1 x 2), 2—37mm AA (1 x 2) 


laid com- 
builder down launched pleted 
La Crotat 9/10/88 1939 
A. Ch. de France 1939 
A. Ch. de France. 1939 
Worms 
Worms 


Notes: LE. XO T vas torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine off Cap Juby 


on June 22, 194: 


LE TARN was seized by the enemy at Bizerte on December 8, 1942 and towed 
to Genoa where she was scuttled on September 9, 1943. 
L'ADOUR was torpedoed at Beirut by British aircraft in June 1941. She was 


later interned in Turkey. 


The other ships did not begin building. 


La Saóne class—4 ships 


Displacement: 19,900 tons full load 
Dimensions: 160m x m x m 
Machinery: Diesels, 14,750 HP. 
Speed: 18 knots 

Radius in Nautical Miles: 
Armament: 2—100mm (1 x 2), 2—37mm AA (2 x 1) 
Complement: 
Pro- laid com- 
gramme name builder down launched pleted 
1938 LA SAONE At. Ch, de France 

LA SEINE 
31/12/38 f LIAMONE 

MEDJERDA 


Notes: Construction of LIA) 


other two oilers were on the. 


MONE and MEDJERDA was abandoned. The 
stocks in 1945 in an incomplete state. 
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TRANSPORTS (requisitioned ships not included) 


Com- Displace- 


Name Builders pleted ` ment Dimensions Machinery = = Speed Armament 
JEANNE ET = 1917 620 tons j 45m x 7.30m Triple expansion 11 
GENEVIEVE 3.80m 
COËTLOGON “Ch. de Bretagne 1919 622tons — 57.20m-« 790m Triple expansion 12 2—100mm 

5.18m 1,200 HP p (1x2) 
FORFAIT Ch. de Bretagne 1919 622 tons — 57.20m>7.90m Triple expansion 12 2--100mm 
5.18m 1,200 HP 12) 
AUDE Ch. de la Seine 1924 1,820tons 84m» 72m-« Triple expansion — 10 
Maritime 6.20m 1,700 HP 


Transport AUDE. 
(MB 


GOLO F. Ch. de la 1933 2,152 tons 89m «13.50m « 2 Burmeister & — 12.5 2—75mm, 


Gironde 4.70m Wain Diesels 2—37mm AA 
1,850 HP 


AUDE and GOLO were seutled at Toulon (27/11/42), FORFAIT and COËTLOGON were transferred to Merchant 
avy in 


REFRIGERATOR SHIPS (requisitioned ships not included) 


CHAMPLAIN Brest DY 1919 521 tons 51.25m x 8m Triple expansion 9 2—75mm 
42m 1,100 HP 

HAMELIN Ch. de Bretagne 1919 622 tons 51.20m «7.9m Triple expansion 12 2—100mm 
x 5.18m 1,200 HP (1x2) 

AUSTRAL La Ciotat 1927 2,234 tons — 63.40m x 10.20m Triple expansion 11 1—75mm 

(ex-trawler LEON x 4.50m 

PORET 

BOREAL La Ciotat 1927 2,234tons 63.40mx 10.20m Tripleexpansion 11 — 1—75mm 

(ex-trawler REMY x 4.50m 

CHUINARD) 


CHAMPLAIN and HAMELIN were scuttled at Toulon (27/11/42), AUSTRAL and BOREAL were transferred to the 
Merchant Navy in 1941 


NAVAL WEAPONS 
1. Heavy and Medium Guns 
Length Muzzle Weight of Weight of Maximum Maximum 
Calibre — Model Ships of bore Velocity Projectile explosive Rate of fire ‘Range in ceiling 
calibre ‘m/s in kg charge in kg metres 
380 1935 Richelieu and Gascogne Classes 50 820 884 1 35,000 
340 1912 Bretagne and Lorraine Clases 45 > 790 576 21.69 1 23,000 
330 — 1933 Dunkerque Class 50 800 540 1 Beyond 30,000 
305 1910 Courbet Class 45 783 432 Í. 23,000 
203 1924 Heavy Cruisers 50 850 — 127 8 4 31,000 
20 1924 Surcouf 350 850 134 2 31,000 
155 1921 — Duguay-Trouin Class 50 TO | 565 334 4 21,600 
Jeanne D'Arc 
152 1936 Richelieu and Gascogne Classes — 543 870 56 3.34 4 21,600 
152 1930 Emile Bertin—La Galissonniere 54.3 870 54.3 21,500 
Class 
138 1934 Mogador Class 50 800 40.6 6 only by gun — 20,000 
owing to fragili- 
| ty of the loading 
system 
138 1929 Le Fantasque Class 50 800 402 12 20,000 
138 1927 La Tour D'Auvergne and 40 700 | 40.2 or 12/15 16,650 
Vauquelin Classes 39.9 
First Class Sloops 
(Avisos coloniaux) 
138 1924-27 Auxiliary Cruisers 40 700 40.5 5/6 18,000 
138 1924 Guepard and Valmy Classes 40 700 40.4 5/6 18,800 
130 1935 Dunkerque and Le Hardi Classes 45 800 32.1 14/15 19,800 12,000 
130 1922 Chacal and L'Adroit Classes 40 735 32 4/5 18,700 
130 1919 Bourrasque Class 40 735 32 4 18,500 


100 1936 Aurore and R. Morillot Classes 


150 151 


Triple 152mm turrets of fast battleship RICHELIEU in 1942. [JLC Coll. Forward 130mm guns of a 1,500-ton destroyer. 


[ULC Coll. 


152 


Length Muzzle Weight of Weight of Maximum Maximum 


Calibre Model Ships of bore Velocity Projectile explosive Rate of fire Range in ceiling 
calibre mis in kg charge in kg metres 
100 1930 Melpomene Class 40 755 15 10 1500 
100AA 1931 Algerie and Richelieu Class 45 755 15 10 15,800 10,000 
100AA 1927 Cdt Teste 45 755 15 8 16800 10,000 
100 AA 1925 First Class Submarines—Oilers — 45 760 13.5 6 15,000 10,000 
90 AA 1926 Colbert, Foch, Dupleix and 50 850 9.5 0.9 6/8 15,600 9,000 
Jules Verne (in twin mounts) 
| 75 1928 ^ Second Class submarines 34.5 6.5 10,500 
75AA 192227 Duguay Trouin Class, Suffren 50 850 5.9 8 14,000 8.000 
| Tourville Class and 1,500-ton 
destroyers 


4 
Forward 155mm turret of light cruiser JEANNE D'ARC. [ULC Coll, Forward 152mm guns of light cruiser GLOIRE. [JLC Coll. 
154 155 


2. French light anti-aircraft equipment 
The following types of AA guns equipped the ships: 
Mu 


Weight of Rate of 


Calibre Model Mounting — V y Projectile fire per 
in kg mounting 
37 1933 Twin 810 0.725 85 
3 1925 Twin 840 0.725 30 
37 1925 Single 840 0.725 20 


The prototype of a telecommanded twin 37mm AA turret was tested aboard the 
old First Class sloop AMIENS. It was used to good purpose at Dunkirk. 

The French Navy also utilised single Darne 7.5mm, single, twin and quadruple 
MAC 7.5mm: single, twin and quadruple 8mm Hotchkiss machine-guns: 
twin and quadruple Hotchkiss 13.2mm heavy machine-guns and single and twin 
25mm Hotchkiss automatic guns. 


3. Allied anti-aircraft equipment 


The most effective were the 40mm Bofors guns in twin or quadruple mountings 
and the 20mm Oerlikon gun. 


4. Torpedoes 

Big surface ships: 1929 Model D 550mm 

Performai Slow speed—20,000m/29 knots 

High speed—14,000m/35 knots 

Aboard contre-torpilleurs and torpilleurs: 1923 Model DT 

Calibre: 550mm 

Weight: 2,105kg 

Weight of the explosive charge: 415kg 

Performance: Slow speed—14,000m/35 knots 

High speed—10,000m/39 knots 

Submarines: 1924 Model V 

Calibre: 550mm 

Length: 6.63m 

Weight: 1,490kg 

Weight of the explosive charge: 310kg (Tolite) 
Submarines: 1926 Model V (air turbine motor) 

Calibre: 400mm 

Performance: Speed—1,400m/44 knots 
Aircraft: 

In 1939 the French Navy used the 400mm DAR torpedo, which had a maximum 

range of 3,000m at 35 knots, on board Latécoère floaiplanes. This torpedo was 
also employed aboard MTBs. 


5. Mines 


During the war the French Navy used mainly the following types of mines: 
(a) Breguet B2, B3, B4 M (160kg) and Sautter Harle HS (360kg) on board 
surface ships. There was also a 700kg Breguet spherical type. 
(b) Breguet 220kg types for launch from submarines. 
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(Upper left) A 100mm gun aboard an auxiliary patrol boat. (Upper right) Ship-based 
twin Hotchkiss heavy machine-gun. (Lower left) A twin 550mm torpedo tube: 
(Lower right) A 340mm twin turret shore gun at Cap Cepet near Toulon. [ECA 


6. Shore-based Artillery 


During the war the shore batteries were generally equipped with old model 
Navy guns; occasionally slow-fire Army guns were used, especially in the 
Colonies. 

The most efficient were: 

the 1902 Model 194 with a maximum range of 25,000m, and 
the 1893-96 Model 164 with a maximum range of 19,000m. 

Toulon was defended by a powerful 340mm twin turret situated at Cap Cepet. 
The guns of the 1912 Model had a range of 38,000m. 

For the anti-aircraft defence of vital military installations the French Navy 
selected the 90mm Schneider gun. This weapon was the most modern and 
powerful mobile AA gun available at the time. It was similar to the famous 
dual-purpose 88mm German gun, but unfortunately there were not sufficient 
numbers of them to fully-equip all three services, 


Bay iri che 
Staats 1 »hek 
München 


WAR LOSSES 


Battleships 
BRETAGNE 


PROVENCE 
DUNQUERQUE 


STRASBOURG 


Seaplane carrier 
CDT TESTE 


Heavy cruisers 
COLBERT 

FOCH 

DUPLEIX 
ALGERIE 


Light cruisers 
LAMOTTE-PICQUET 


PRIMAUGUET 
LA TOUR D'AUVERGNE 


LA GALISSONNIERE 
JEAN DE VIENNE 


MARSEILLAISE 


Large destroyers 
JAGUAR 


CHACAL 
LYNX 
PANTHERE 


Blown up and capsized at Mers-El- 
Kebir 

Scuttled Toulon 

Scuttled at Toulon and later 
dismantled 

Scuttled at Toulon. 

Refloated 

Sunk by bombs 


Scuttled at Toulon 
Refloated but not repaired 


Scuttled at Toulon 
Scuttled at Toulon 
Scuttled at Toulon 
Scuttled at Toulon 


Sunk by aircraft of US Task Force 
38 at Saigon 

Disabled at Casablanca 

Lost as a result of an internal 
explosion at Casablanca 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated by Italians and renamed 


Seized by Germans 

Sunk by bombs 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated and renamed FR.11 by 
Italians 

Seized by Germans 

Sunk by bombs 

Scuttled at Toulon 


Torpedoed and sunk by German 
MTB S.21 and S.23 off Malo-les- 


Bains 

Sunk by bombs off Cap d'Alprech 
near Boulogne 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated but not repaired 
Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated by Italians, towed to La_ 
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3/7/40 
27/11/42 


27/11/42 
27/11/42 
17/7/43 
18/8/44 


27/11/42 


27/11/42 
27/11/42 
27/11/42 
17/11/42 


12/1/45 
8/11/42 


18/9/39 
27/11/42 


9/9/43 
18/8/44 
27/11/42 


13/2/43 

9/9/43 

24/11/43 
27/11/48 42 


23/5/40 


24/5/40 
27/11/42 
22/1/44 
27/11/42 


LEOPARD 
BISON 
VALMY 
VERDUN 


GUEPARD 


VAUBAN 
LION 


AIGLE 
VAUTOUR 
GERFAUT 


MILAN 
EPERVIER 


VAUQUELIN 
KERSAINT 
CASSARD 

TARTU 

MAILLE BREZE 
CHEVALIER PAUL 
L'AUDACIEUX 


L'INDOMPTABLE 
MOGADOR 


VOLTA 


Spezzia as FR.22 and scuttled in 
this port. 

Beached and badly damaged near 
Tobruk 

‘Sunk by bombs 65° 42 N and 07° 17 E 
Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated and towed to Savone as 
Ttalian FR.24. Scuttled at Genoa 
Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated 

Not repaired. 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated 

Sunk by bombs 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Not refloated 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated and towed to La Spezzia 
as FR.21. Scuttled at Genoa 
Scuttlcd at Toulon 

Refloated 

Sunk by bombs 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated 

Sunk by bombs 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated for demolition 

Sunk by bombs 

Hit by a 406mm shell at Casablanca 
she had to be beached. Not salvaged 
Badly damaged by cruiser HMS 
AURORA off Oran. Beached 
Refloated and scrapped 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Sank as the result of explosion of 
one of her torpedoes at Greenock 
Torpedoed and sunk by a British 
aircraft off Lattaquié 

Set on fire and badly damaged by 
Australian cruiser AUSTRALIA at 
Dakar 

Refloated and towed to Bizerte for 
repair. Sunk by bombs 

Refloated but not repaired 
Scuttled at Toulon 

Badly damaged at Mers-El-Kebir. 
Towed to Toulon and repaired. 
Scuttled in this port. 

Refloated but not repaired 
Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated later but not repaired 
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9/9/43 
27/5/43 
3/5/40 
27/11/43 
1945 
27/11/43 
29/9/43 


27/11/42 


27/11/42 
27/11/42 
1945 
27/11/42 
10/7/43 
24/11/43 
27/11/42 
17/7/43 
4/2/44 
27/11/43 
7/6/43 
7/3/44 
8/11/42 
9/11/42 
27/11/42 
27/11/42 
27/11/42 
27/11/42 
30/4/40 


16/6/41 


23/9/40 
7/5/43 
27/11/42 


27/11/42 
27/11/42 


is Destroyers 


ORAGE 
TRAMONTANE 
TORNADE 
BOURRASQUE 


SIROCO 


TYPHON 
CYCLONE 


LA PALME 

LE MARS 

LE BORDELAIS 
L'ADROIT 

LE FOUDROYANT 
BOULONNAIS 


FOUGUEUX 
BRESTOIS 


FRONDEUR 


LA RAILLEUSE 
LE HARDI 


LE FOUDROYANT 
| (ex-FLEURET) 


L'ADROIT (ex-L'EPEE) 


MAMELUCK 


CASQUE 


LE CYCLONE 
(ex-LANSQUENET) 


| LE SIROCO 
(ex-LE CORSAIRE) 


Sunk by bombs at Boulogne 23/5/40 
Disabled by British action at Oran 8/11/42 
Disabled by British action at Oran — 8/11/42 
Shelled and mined off Nicuport near 

Dunkirk 30/5/40 
Torpedoed and sunk by German 

MTBs S.26 and S.23 near West Hinder 31/5/40 


Scuttled at Oran 9/11/40 
Scuttled at Brest where she was 

repairing 18/6/40 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated but not repaired 26/12/43 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated but not repaired 6/5/44 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Sunk by bombs at Dunkirk 21/5/40 
Sunk by bombs off Dunkirk 1/6/40 
Sunk by gunfire off Casablanca 8/11/42 
Sunk by gunfire off Casablanca 8/11/42 


Capsized in the harbour of Casablanca 

after fighting with US Task Force 34 — 8/12/42 
Capsized in the harbour of Casablanca 

after fighting with US Task Force 34 — 8/12/42 
Sunk by internal explosion at 


Casablanca 24/3/40 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated and towed to Genoa 7/9/43 
Scuttled by Germans 24/4/45 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/43 
Refloated and renamed FR.35 20/5/43 


Sunk by Germans to block the 
southern entry of Toulon 


8/45 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 


Refloated and renamed FR.33 20/4/43 
Broken up 

Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated. Badly damaged by bombs ^ 6/8/44 
Not repaired 

Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated but not repaired 

Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated and towed to Imperia as 

Ttalian FR.34 31/8/43 
Seized and named TA.34 by Germans — 9/9/43 
Scuttled at Genoa 1945 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated and towed to Genoa as 

Ttalian FR.32 10/6/43 
Seized by Germans 9/9/43 
Scuttled 28/10/44 
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BISON 
(ex-LE FLIBUSTIER) 


+ Light destroyers 
LA POMONE 


LA BOMBARDE 
L'IPHIGENIE 


BRANLEBAS 


LA BAYONNAISE 
BALISTE 


LA POURSUITVANTE 


Corsair submarine 
SURCOUF 


`! First class submarines 


REQUIN 


SOUFFLEUR 


NARVAL 


Scuttled 27/11/42 
Refloated as FR.35—Pontoon 

Sunk by a German submarine 26/6/44 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Towed as Italian FR.43 to Italy 28/12/42 
Transferred to Germans and renamed 

TA.10 

Scuttled after fight with HMS 

ECLIPSE (Island of Rhodes) 27/9/43 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Towed to Italy as FR.41 28/12/42 


Transferred to Germans and 

renamed TA.9 5/4/43 
Destroyed at Toulon by Allied bombs 23/8/44 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Towed to Italy as FR.43 28/12/42 
Transferred to Germans and 

renamed TA.11 

Sunk by Italian MTB at Piombino 10/9/43 


Capsized at sea 25 miles off 


Eddystone Lighthouse 14/12/40 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated as Italian FR.44 28/4/43 
Captured by Germans 9/9/43 
Renamed TA.13 

Scuttled at Toulon 25/8/44 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/43 
Refloated as Italian FR.45 13/5/43 
Captured by Germans 9/9/43 
Renamed TA.12 


Destroyed by bombs in Aegean Sea — 22/8/43 


Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/43 
Refloated and later sunk 1/7/43 
Sunk after she collided with US 

Cargo ship THOMSON LYKES in 

Gulf of Mexico 18/2/42 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Towed to Genoa as FR.113 

Seized by Germans 9/9/43 


Broken up later 


Sunk during the Syrian campaign by 
submarine HMS PARTHIAN 25/6/41 


Sunk by mines off Kerkenna 15/12/40 
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DAUPHIN 


CAIMAN 


PHOQUE 


ESPADON 


VENGEUR 
REDOUTABLE 


PASCAL 


PASTEUR 
MONGE 


FRESNEL 


HENRI POINCARE 


ACHERON 


ACTEON 
ACHILLE 
AJAX 
PROTEE 


PERSEE 


Seized at Bizerte by Italians 8/12/42 
Towed to Pozzuoli as FR.115 

Seized by Germans 9/9/43 
Broken up later 

Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 13/2/43 
Sunk by bombs 11/3/44 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 


Towed to Italy 

Sank during her first mission as 

Italian FR.111, off Cap Passero (Sicily) 28/3/43 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Towed to Castellamare di Stabia as 

FR.114. Not commissioned 


Captured by Germans 9/9/43 
Scuttled 13/9/43 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 16/5/43 
Sunk by bombs 11/3/44 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 5/6/43 
Sunk by bombs 11/3/44 
Scuttled at Brest 18/6/40 
Sunk at Diego Suarez by destroyer 

HMS ACTIVE 8/5/42 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 29/1/43 
Sunk (in the night) 19/2/43 
Refloated again 4/5/43 
Sunk by bombs 27/11/44 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 6/43 
Towed to Genoa , 2/9/43 
Seized by Germans 9/9/43 
Broken up 

Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 26/6/43 
Sunk by bombs 24/11/43 
Sunk off Oran by HMS WESTCOTT 8/11/42 
Scuttled at Brest 18/6/40 


Sunk at Dakar by HMS FORTUNE 24/9/40 


Lost during her second mission 
along the Provence Coast 12/43 


Sunk by gunfire at Dakar from 
HM Ships DRAGON, INGLEFIELD 
and FORESIGHT 23/9/40 
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L'ESPOIR 
LE HEROS 


LE CONQUERANT 
PONCELET 

LE TONNANT 
AGOSTA 

SFAX 

BEVEZIERS 
OUESSANT 

SIDI FERRUCH 
ROLAND MORILLOT 


NAÏADE 


SIRENE 


GALATHEE 
ARIANE 
DANAE 
EURYDICE 


DORIS 
CIRCE 
CALYPSO 


THETIS 
ARGONAUTE 


DIANE 
MEDUSE 


Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Sunk at Diego-Suarez by aircraft 

from HMS ILLUSTRIOUS 7/5/42 
Sunk off Villa Cisneros by US 

Catalina flying boats 13/11/42 


Severely damaged by HMS 
MILFORD HAVEN 
Scuttled herself off Port Gentil (Gabon) TA ve 


Scuttled by her crew off Cadiz 15/11/42 
Scuttled at Brest 18/6/40 
Torpedoed by U.37 off Cap Juby 19/12/40 
Sunk by British aircraft at Diego 5/5/42 
Suarez 

Refloated pr 
Scray 

Seco at Brest . 18/6/40 
Sunk by aircraft of US carrier 

SUWANEE off Casablanca 11/11/42 
Scuttled at Cherbourg just before 

her launching 19/6/40 


10 Second class submarines 


Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 15/3/43 
Sunk 17/4/43 
Refloated 17/7/43 
Finally sunk by bombs 24/11/43 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/43 
Refloated 17/7/43 
Sunk by bombs 1944 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/43 
Refloated and later sunk by bombs 1944 
Disarmed at Oran and scuttled in 

this port 9/11/42 
Disarmed at Oran and scuttled in 

this port 9/11/42 
Scutiled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 

Sunk by bombs 22/6/44 
Torpedoed and sunk by U.9 off 

Netherlands Coast. 9/5/40 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Scuttled here 6/5/43 
Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Sunk by bombs in the port 30/1/43 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/43 
Sunk off Oran by HM Ships 

ACHATES and WESCOTT. 8/11/42 
Scuttled at Oran 9/11/42 
Refloated and scrapped 1944 


Badly damaged and forced to beach 
by US ships south of Mazagan 
(Morocco) 10/11/44 
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AMPHITRITE 


OREADE 


LA SIBYLLE 
LA PSYCHE 


VENUS 
AURORE 
LA FAVORITE 


Sunk at Casablanca by aircraft of 
US Task Force 34 i 
Refloated and later scrapped 
Sunk at Casablanca 
Refloated and scrapped 
pou of care 

unk at Casablanca by ai 
US Task Force 34 Nasa ef 
Refloated and scrapped 
Scuttled at Toulon 
aus at Toulon 

‘onstruction resumed by 
ints y Germans 
Scuttled at Gdynia 


( Minelaying submarines 


SAPHIR 


TURQUOISE 
NAUTILUS 
DIAMANT 


PERLE 
EMERAUDE 


Frigates 
LA COMBATTANTE 


Corvettes 
ALYSSE 


MIMOSA 
LA BASTIAISE 


First class sloops 
BOUGAINVILLE 


AMIRAL CHARNER 
D'IBERVILLE 
RIGAULT DE GENOUILLY 


BEAUTEMPS BEAUPRE 


Seized at Bizerte 
Towed to Naples 
Scuttled in this port 
Seized at Bizerte 
Scuttled there 
Seized at Bizerte 
Sunk by bombs 
Scuttled at Toulon 
Refloated 

Sunk by bomb 
Sunk by mistake 
Scuttled on her slipway at Toulon 


Mined and sunk in the Humber river 


Torpedoed by U.654 
Sunk 


Torpedoed and sunk by U.124 
Sunk by a mine off Hartlepool 
during her trials 


DE off Labels by her sister 
ship NAN DE BRAZ: 
(FNFL) ae 


Scuttled in Mytho river (Indo-China) 
sus Toulon 

‘orpes and sunk by submarine 
HMS PANDORA off Algiers 
Scuttled in the Gironde river, before 
completing 
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8/11/42 
8/11/42 
8/11/42 
8/11/42 

27/11/42 

27/11/42 


5/7/44 


8/12/42 


15/9/43 
8/12/42 
6/5/43 
8/12/42 
31/1/43 
27/11/42 
29/3/43 


1944 
8/7/44 


23/2/45 


8/2/42 
10/2/42 
9/6/42 


22/6/40 


9/11/40 
10/3/45 
27/11/42 
4/7/40 


24/6/40 


Old first class sloops 


YSER 


MARNE 

LES EPARGES 
TAHURE 
VAUQUOIS 
SUIPPE 


ENSEIGNE HENRY 


Second class sloops 


CDT RIVIERE 
L'IMPETUEUSE 


LA CURIEUSE 


LA BATAILLEUSE 


LA SURPRISE 
CHAMOIS 


MATELOT LEBLANC 
RAGEOT DE LA TOUCHE 


AMIRAL SENES 
ENSEIGNE BALLANDE 


Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated 

Found at La Ciotat as a wreck 

Scuttled in the River Cantho 

(Indo-China) 10/3/45 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Later destroyed by Germans 

Sunk off Indo-China by US 

submarine FLASHER 29/4/44 
Sunk by magnetic mine off Brest 18/6/- 
Seized by British 3/7/40 
Sunk by bombs 4/4/41 
Salvaged and phased out 

Scuttled at Lorient 18/6/40 
Captured at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Sunk at Leghorn by bombs 28/5/43 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated as Italian FR.54 

Seized by Germans at Toulon 9/9/43 
Scuttled at Marseilles 1944 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated and renamed FR.55 4/43 


Captured by Germans 
Manned as SG.25 
Scuttled at Toulon 1944 


Seized at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Renamed FR.51 by Italians 

Scuttled at La Spezzia 9/9/43 
Refloated and later scuttled at Genoa 25/4/45 


Sunk off Oran by HMS BRILLANT 
Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated and commissioned by 
Germans as SG.21 


Sunk by bomb 23/11/43 
Refloated again, but finally sunk by 

US destroyers 15/8/44 
Construction resumed by enemy 

Probably sunk by bombs south of 

Capri 15/8/44 
Construction resumed by Germans 

and renamed SG.15, sunk off Genoa 

by HMS UNIVERSAL 25/5/44. 
Scuttled incomplete at Marseilles 21/8/44 
Construction resumed by Germans. 

Launched in May 1944 

Scutiled at Port de Bouc 2/8/44 
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Old second class sloops 


CONQUERANTE 


MEULIERE 
GRANIT 


DUBOURDIEU 


ETOURDI 
DEDAIGNEUSE 


Patrol boats 


L'ENJOUE 
L'ARDENT 
LA CANCALAISE 


LA LORIENTAISE 
LA HAVRAISE 


LA NANTAISE 

LA BONOISE 

LA SETOISE 

LA CHERBOURGEOISE 


Subchasers 
C.107 


C.25 
C81 


CH.1 
CH.4 


CH.5 (CARENTAN) 
CH.6 

CH.7 

CH.8 (RENNES) 
CH.9 


Seized at Falmouth 3/7/40 
Sunk by bombs in this port 14/4/41 
Beached and lost at Ajaccio 25/5/41 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated and towed to Genoa as wreck 

On disposal list 14/10/41 


Sunk at Casablanca 8/11/42 
Scuttled at Brest 18/6/40 


Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated and renamed FR.56 by 

Ttalians 

Seized by Germans 9/9/43 
Final fate unknown 

Torpedoed and sunk by German 

submarine U.870 off Cap Spartel 9/1/45 
Lost by collision off Casablanca 31/1/45 
Sunk by a mine in the Channel 1/5/40 
Scuttled at Boulogne 21/5/40 
Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
Refloated and manned by Germans 

as UJ.608 

Sunk, possibly by submarine 

CASABIANCA 9/6/44 
Sunk under the British flag after a 

collision 8/7/45 
Scuttled at Oran 9/11/42 
Scuttled at Oran 9/11/42 
Scuttled off le Verdon 23/6/40 


Sunk after a collision at the mouth. 
of the Loire. 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Seized at Bizerte 

Scuttled in this port 

Scuttled at Toulon 

Refloated, then sunk by bombs 
Scuttled at Toulon 


Refloated 24/1/43 
Sunk by bombs 5/7/44 
Lost in a rough weather between 

Poole and Weymouth 21/2/43 
Sunk in the Channel under the 

Polish flag 10/40 
Sunk in the Channel under the 

Polish flag 10/40 
Sunk by bombs in the Channel 13/7/42 
Badly damaged and forced to beach. 

before Dunkirk 21/5/40 
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CH.16 
CH.116 (ex-US SC-type) 


River gunboats 


FRANCIS GARNIER 
TOURANE 


MYTHO 

CDT BOURDAIS 
AVALANCHE 
VIGILANTE 
Minesweepers 
D.202 


Minelayer 
CASTOR 


Netlayer 
LE GLADIATEUR 


Surveying vessels 


LAPEROUSE 
ASTROLABE 


OCTANT 
ESTAFETTE 


Seaplane tenders 
SANS REPROCHE 


SANS PAREIL 


Oilers 


LA DORDOGNE 
LA GARONNE 


LE LOING 


Scuttled in the Groix Road 18/6/40 


Sunk, on a mine 21/8/45 
Scuttled at Kratie, Indo-China 9/3/45 
Scuttled in the Donnai, Indo-China 9/3/45 
Scuttled in Mekong Delta (My-Tho) — 9/3/45 
Scuttled at Haiphong 9/3/45 
Shelled and sunk at My-Tho by 

AMIRAL CHARNER to avoid her 

capture by Japanese 9/3/45 
Scuttled at Haiphong 9/3/45 
Mined and sunk 25/10/44 
Seized by enemy at Bizerte 8/12/42 
Scuttled in this port 6/5/43 


Scuttled at Toulon 
Refloated 
Sunk later by bombs 


Scuttled in the Cantho river 

Sunk by US planes at Tourane, 
Indo-China 

Sunk by planes jolts US Task 
Force 38, Indo-China 

Disabled by USS TILLMANN and 


12/3/45 


26/1/44 
12/1/45 


forced to beach at Bouznika, Morocco 8/11/42 


Construction resumed by enemy as 
SATURNUS 


Sunk by bombs in the Gironde river 


Construction resumed by enemy as 
JUPITER 
Sunk by bombs off Yeu Island 


Scuttled at Brest 
Scuttled at Toulon 
Refloated 

Sunk 

Intentionally damaged 


Refloated and scuttled by Germans 


at Nantes 
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6/8/44 


6/8/44 


18/6/40 
27/11/42 
21/4/44 
20/6/44 
18/6/40 


1944 


LE RHONE Torpedoed and sunk by U.37 off AMPERE (X.81) Derequisitioned in 1940-41 


Cap Juby 19/12 Captured by enemy and manned as 
LA DURANCE Scuttled at Toulon Dita SG.24 
Refloated 515/43 Scuttled at Marscilles 1944 
Her wreck found at La Seyne 1944 
LA RANCE Scuttled at Toulon 27/11 ili 
Refloated Dd Auxiliary patrol boats 
Scuttled at Marseilles 1944 BARSAC (P.20) Beached and sunk off Vii /1/40 
eR x igo yA} 
Te NIGER Sunk at Dunkirk 21/5/40 CERONS (P.21) Sunk by shore batteries off Fécamp 12/6/40 
‘torpedoed sad sunk by German ps MOUETTE (P.49) Scuttled off Brest 18/6/40 
| MURAD (P.100) Lost 9/3/40 
LE LOT Torpedos and sunk by U.boat off POULMIC Sunk by bombs in the Channel 10/40 
LE TARN Seized at Bi 22/6/43 SERGENT GOUARNE (P.43) Torpedoed and sunk off Alboran 26/3/43 
Sew at Gena TERRE NEUVE (P.18) Sunk at Mers-el-Kebir — — 6/3/40 
LA DORDOGNE Scuttle ar pron VIKINGS (P.41) Torpedoed and sunk off Syrian coast 
LA GARONNE Scuttled at Toul y (as British U.78) 30/4/42 
ee IM VICTORIA (P.13) Beached off Fidalah following exchange 
Fidalal E vis 
Sink by Gerais Tod of gunfire with British warships 8/11/42 
Transports Auxiliary minesweepers 
AUDE Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 t Fidall 8/11/42 
GOLO soured a Town Zn ‘ABBE, DESGRANGES Scuttled at Fidalha 11/42 
Refrigerator ships AUGUSTIN NORMAND Sunk by a mine at Le Havre 19/5/40 
CHAMPLAIN Scuttled at Toul 7 BERYL (AD.305) Probably torpedoed by USN submarine 
HAMELIN Sund at Toulon ME BOWFIN off coast of Annam. Indo: | 
5 i BLEI MOR (AD.381) Lost in a tempest 
Ex-armed merchant cruisers CAP BEAR (AD.409) Set on fire and sunk off Dunkirk 
EL DJEZAIR (X.17) Derequisitioned in 1940-41 CAP CARTERET (AD.411) Sunk accidentally 
(VILLE D'ALGER) Captured by Germans and transferred CAPITAINE COULON Scuttled at Cantho 12/3/45 
to the Italians who renamed her (AD.314) 
CASSINO CHRISTIANE CECILE Scuttled at Boulogne 20/5/40 
ERN Sunk by Allied planes 25/6/44 (AD.91) 
EL KANTARA (X.16) Derequisitioned in 1940-41 DENIS PAPIN (AD.48) Sunk at Dunkirk 1/6/40 
Employed later by Italians as AQUINO DHONNAIS (AD.33) Sunk at Dunkirk 26/5/40 
Sunk by Allied aircraft in the Sicily DIR. GENERAL PICANIN Bombed and sunk in Tourano Harbour 26/2/44 
g Canal 2/4/43 DUQUESNE (AD.16) Sunk by a mine at the mouth of the 
EL MANSOUR (X.05) Derequisitioned in 1940-41 Escaut L 15/5/40 
Seized by Italians and renamed EMILE DESCHAMPS Sunk at North Foreland 4/6/40 
ANAGNI (AD.20) 
Scuttled at Marseilles 8/44 ESTEREL V (AD.359) Torpedoed at Mers-El-Kebir 3/7/40 
KOUTOUBIA (X.04) Derequisitioned in 1940-41 i ETIENNE RIMBERT Scuttled at Dieppe 6/40 
Sunk by German planes at Bougie (AD.24) 
: Refloated later 13/11/42 ETOILE DU NORD (AD.1) Sunk at Dunkirk 24/5/40 
ESTEREL (X.21) Derequisitioned in 1940-41 GAULOIS (AD.62) Scuttled at Le Havre. 6/40 
Captured later by Germans and HENRY GUEGAN (AD.17) Sunk in the mouth of the Escaut — . 15/5/40 
torpedoed by HM Submarine INGENIEUR REIBEL Scuttled at Cherbourg 6/40 
SHAKESPEARE off Cap San Vito INTREPIDE Scutiled at Le Havre 6/40 
and beached near Trapani JACQUES COEUR (AD.30) Sunk off Dunkirk 21/5/40 
BOUGAINVILLE Sunk by British aircraft and ships KERGRUISE (AD.134) Scutiled at Lorient 18/6/40 
(ex-VICTOR SCHOELCHER) at Diego-Suarez 5/5/42 JEAN PIERRE CLAUDE Beached and sunk at Casablanca 23/11/39 
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LEOPOLD SOUBLIN 
(AD.27) 

LA BRETONNIERE (AD.56) Scuttled at Le Havre 11/6/40 
LA JEANNE (AD.386) Sunk off Dunkirk 

LA JEANINE (AD.386) Torpedoed at Mers-El-Kebir 

LA MAJO (AD.387) Sunk at Dunkirk 

MARDYCK (AD.26) Disabled at Breskens (Escaut river) Je 
MARIE MAD Mined, Corsica 28/11/43 
PEAR GUERITE ROSE Sunk at Dunkirk 28/5/40 
MARIE THERESE (AD.214) Lost off Bastia 15/7/40 
MARIE YVETTE (AD.157) Sunk accidentally in the Gironde river 7/3/40 
LE MATELOT (AD.8) Sunk at Dunkirk 24/5/40 
MIMI PIERROT (AD.401) Sunk at Dunkirk 28/5/40 
MARQUITA Scuttled at Cherbourg 6/40 
MOUSSAILLON (LE) Sunk at Dunkirk 5/6/40 
(AD.79) 

NOTRE DAME DES DUNES Sunk at Dunkirk 25/5/40 
NOTRE DAME DE Sunk by bombs off Dunkirk 26/1/40 
LORETTE (AD 85) 

PAUL BERT (AD.315) Scuttled at Cantho 9/3/45 


PATRICE II (AD.53) Lost at Fecamp 11/6/40 
PIERRE POCHOLLE (AD.44) Lost 12/6/40 
PLUVIOSE (AD.63) Scuttled at Lorient 18/6/40 
RIEN SANS PEINE (AD.107) Sunk at Dunkirk 21/5/40 
ROCHE FRANCOISE Scuttled at Toulon 27/11/42 
(AD.119) 

SAINT BENOIT (AD.3) Sunk at Dunkirk 21/5/40 
SAINTE CLAIRE Mined, North Sea 21/11/39 
SAINTE MARGUERITE Lost 


(AD.35) 

SAINT JOACHIM (AD.5) Sunk by bombs off Dunkirk 21/5/40 
VENUS (AD.76) Sunk at Dunkirk 

VETERAN (AD.6) Lost off Calais in collision 

VITE DE BIZERTE Sunk by a mine in the Mediterranean — 13/5/40 


Auxiliary harbour defence launches 
CHIEN DE MER (VP.64) Bombed by British aircraft in Sousse 
Harbour 18/12/42 
JEANNE PASCAL (VP.39) _ Scuttled at Cherbourg 
JOSEPH MARIE (VP.31) Lost at Dunkirk 29/5/40 


REINE DES FLOTS (VP.18) Scuttled at Le Havre 13/6/40 
TROMBE II (VP.29) Sunk at Dunkirk 25/5/40 


Scuttled at Boulogne 21/5/40 
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Ajax, 76, 162 Bambara, 102 
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Amiral Charner, 97, 164 


Bison (large Destroyer), 12, 52, 53, 159 
Amiral Mouchez, 133 


Bison, ex-Le Flimbustier (Destroyer), 


Amiral Senes, 103, 165 66, 161 
Ampère, 169 Blei Mor, 169 
Amphitrite, 83, 164 Bombarde, 69 
Ancre, 100 Bordelais, 65 
Andromaque, L', 85 Boreal, 149 
Andromede, L', 85, 87 Bouclier, 69 
Annamite, 102 Bougainville Schoelcher), 
Antigone, L’, 85, 87 z 
Antiope, 83 Bougainville, 95, 97, 164 
Aramis, 135 Boulogne, 1/2 
Archimede, 76 Boulonnais, 65, 160 
Ardent, L", 708, 110, 166 Boveras guts 62, 63, 160 
Arethuse, 80, 163 Branlebas, 69, 160 
‘Argo, 76 Brestois, 65, 160 
Argonaute, 82, 163 Bretagne, 7, 13, 2/, 24, 158 
Argus, 129 Brumaire, 87 
Ariane, 80 
Amide L' 85 

Arras, 98, 99 
Artemise, L’, 85 
Asie, 119 


Aspirant Brun, 1/7 
Astrée, L', 85, 87 ERT, Ho, 166 


C.95, 110 
C98, 110 

C.106, 110 

C.107, 110, 166, 
Caiman, 75, 162 

Calais (Sloop), 99 
Calais, 112 

Calypso, 79, 163 

Cap Bear, 169 

Cap Carteret, 169 

Cap Corse, 114 

Cap Couronne, /27 
Cap Des Palmes, 136 
Cap Fagnet, 2/7 

Cap Nord, 117 
Capitaine Armand, 119 
Capitaine Coulon, 769 
Capricorne, 118 
Carabinier, 108 
Carentan, 711, 112. 166 
Casabianca, 75, 78, 162 
Casque, 66, 160 
Cassard, 57, 159 
Castor, 141, 167 
Cavalier, 708 

Cazoar, 119 

Ceres, 84 

Cerons, 115, 169 

CHA, 111, 166 
CH2'and CH.3, 171 
CH.4, 171, 112, 166 
CH.5 to CH.9, 112, 166 
CH.10 to CH.15, 772 
CH.16, 112, 167 
CH:41, 113 

CH:42, 113 

CH.43, 713 

CH.45 to CH.48, 113 
CH;51 and CH.32, 113 
CH.61 and CH.62, 113 
CH.81 to CH.8S, 113 
CH.91 to CH.96, 113 
CH.101, 713 

CH.102 to CH.107, 1/4 
CH.1II to CH.115, 114 
CH.116, 114, 167 
CH.121 to CH.126, 114 
CH.131 to CH.136, 1/4 
CH.141 to CH.146, 114 
Chacal, 50, 52, 158 


Chamois, 102, 103, 165 
Champlain, /49, 168 
Charles Plumier, /37 


Chateau Renault, 50 
Chevalier, Paul, 57, 159 
Chevreuil, 102, 103 
Chien De Mer, 170 
Chimère, 134 
Christiane Cecile, 169 
Cimeterre, 107. 110 
Circé, 79, 163 
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Clairvoyant, 1/8 

Clemenceau, 8, 27 

Coëtlogon, 148 

Commandant Bory, 100, 102 
Commandant Bourdais, 129. 167 
Commandant Delage, 100, 102 
Commandant Detroyat, 94 
Commandant Dominé, 100, 102 
Commandant Drogou, 94 
Commandant Duboc, 100, 102 
Commandant Rivière, 100, 102, 165 
Commandant Teste, 7, 34, 35, 158 
Colbert, 39, 158 

Colonel Casse, 127 

Colombie, 135 

Conquerante, 104, 166 

Courbet, 7, 20 

Coutelas, 108, 110 

Coucy, 99 

Croix de Lorraine, 93 

Curie (ex-HMS Vox), 88 
Cyclone, 62, 63, 160 

Cyrnos, 114 


t, 167 
3.318, 124 
.327, 124 


D.361 to D.368, /25 
D.388, 125 
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